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We’ve	 just	 walked	 through	 some	 of	 the	 most	 sobering	 words	 in	 Isaiah.	 God	 has	 been	
stripping	away	everything	His	people	have	depended	on	—	their	leaders,	their	wealth,	their	
beauty,	even	their	sense	of	security.	The	city	gates	mourn,	and	all	that’s	left	is	desperation.	
Yesterday’s	passage	ended	with	seven	women	clinging	to	one	man	just	for	a	name	—	not	for	
provision,	not	for	love,	just	to	take	away	their	reproach.	
	

This	is	where	trusting	in	their	own	way	has	led	God’s	people:	everything	is	gone,	everything	
has	been	 leveled,	 the	pride	of	man	humbled,	 the	arrogance	of	men	abased.	And	yet,	God	
hasn’t	abandoned	His	people.	He	hasn’t	forsaken	His	plan.	The	wiping	clean	of	the	dish,	the	
crushing,	the	purifying	—	it	was	never	meant	to	destroy,	but	to	prepare.	
	

And	now,	right	here	in	the	ashes,	in	the	lowest	moment,	God	gives	a	glimpse	of	what	He’s	
been	after	all	along:	a	new	beginning,	a	fresh	sprout	of	life,	the	promise	of	true	beauty	that	
doesn’t	come	from	them,	but	from	Him.	“In	that	day,	the	Branch	of	Adonai	will	be	beautiful	
and	glorious.”		This	is	where	Isaiah	4:2–6	takes	us:	to	the	hope	of	the	Branch,	the	promise	of	
cleansing,	and	the	presence	of	God	covering	His	people	once	again.	
	

1.		THE	BRANCH	SPRINGS	UP	WITH	TRUE	BEAUTY	(Is.	4:2)	
Isaiah	calls	Him	the	Branch	of	Adonai	—	the	tsemach,	the	sprout	that	springs	up	from	the	
Lord	Himself.	Everywhere	else	this	word	is	used,	it	points	to	Messiah	—	the	King	and	Priest	
who	was	to	come.	Jeremiah	says,	“I	will	raise	up	for	David	a	righteous	Branch,	and	He	will	
reign	as	king	wisely	and	execute	justice	and	righteousness	in	the	land”	(Jer.	23:5).	Zechariah	
sees	Him	as	the	Servant-Branch	who	will	remove	the	iniquity	of	the	land	in	one	day	(Zech.	
3:8–9).	
	

This	Branch	is	not	something	Israel	produces	—	it’s	what	God	provides	when	everything	
else	is	gone.	It’s	His	answer	to	their	shame.	And	this	Branch	brings	beauty	and	glory	—	not	
the	super]icial	kind	that	can	be	stripped	away,	but	a	beauty	that	]lows	from	the	character	of	
God	Himself.	
	

When	life	feels	stripped	down,	it’s	tempting	to	scramble	to	rebuild	our	own	beauty	—	to	]ix	
our	image,	to	regain	control,	to	manufacture	fruit.	But	true	restoration	doesn’t	start	with	
what	 we	 do;	 it	 starts	 with	 what	 God	 brings	 forth.	 The	 Branch	 is	 God’s	 answer	 to	 our	
emptiness.	Are	we	willing	to	let	Him	be	our	source	of	beauty,	instead	of	trying	to	craft	our	
own?	
	

2.	THE	CLEANSING	FIRE	PRODUCES	A	HOLY	PEOPLE	(Isaiah	4:3–4)	
Isaiah	says	that	those	who	remain	—	the	survivors,	the	remnant	—	will	be	called	holy.	This	
is	the	outcome	of	God’s	purifying	work.	The	Lord	Himself	will	wash	away	the	]ilth	of	the	
daughters	of	Zion	and	cleanse	the	bloodstains	of	Jerusalem	with	the	spirit	of	judgment	and	
burning.		This	is	strong	language.	The	word	for	“wash	away”	is	used	of	scrubbing	or	rinsing,	
and	the	“spirit	of	burning”	points	to	]ire	that	puri]ies,	not	just	destroys.	God	is	not	simply	
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punishing	—	He	is	re]ining.	He	is	producing	a	people	who	bear	His	character,	who	re]lect	
His	holiness,	who	are	marked	as	those	whose	names	are	written	among	the	living.	
	

Puri]ication	 is	 rarely	 comfortable.	 Sometimes	 God	 allows	 the	 ]ire	 of	 circumstances,	
disappointments,	 or	 loss	 to	 burn	 away	what	 is	 false	 in	 us.	 But	 if	we	will	 submit	 to	 that	
process,	the	result	is	holiness	—	not	external	religion,	but	a	transformed	heart.	Ask	yourself:	
where	is	God	turning	His	hand	on	me	to	re]ine	me,	and	am	I	resisting	or	submitting	to	His	
work?	
	

3.	THE	PRESENCE	OF	GOD	COVERS	HIS	PEOPLE	(Isaiah	4:5–6)	
The	passage	ends	with	one	of	the	most	beautiful	pictures	in	Isaiah:	Adonai	creates	over	all	
Mount	Zion	a	cloud	by	day	and	a	]laming	]ire	by	night.	This	is	the	language	of	the	wilderness	
—	the	Presence	of	God	covering	His	people,	guiding	them,	protecting	them.	God	Himself	
becomes	a	chuppah	—	a	canopy,	a	shelter	—	over	His	people.	Where	there	was	once	shame	
and	exposure,	there	is	now	covering	and	glory.	He	is	a	refuge	from	storm	and	rain,	a	shelter	
from	the	scorching	heat.	This	is	not	just	restoration	—	it	is	communion.	
	

We	often	run	to	other	“coverings”	—	relationships,	achievements,	possessions	—	to	hide	
our	shame	or	protect	ourselves.	But	God	is	inviting	us	to	dwell	under	His	covering	again.	
When	we	trust	Him	as	our	shelter,	we	]ind	rest	that	nothing	else	can	offer.	
	

CONCLUSION	
Isaiah	4:2–6	is	not	just	a	glimpse	of	the	future	—	it’s	an	invitation	now.	God	is	saying:	“Let	
Me	be	your	Branch.	Let	Me	cleanse	you.	Let	Me	cover	you.”		Maybe	you	feel	like	everything	
has	been	stripped	away	lately	—	relationships,	]inances,	security.	Maybe	you	feel	exposed.	
Today,	the	Lord	is	saying:	“In	that	day	—	in	this	day	—	I	will	sprout	beauty	again.	I	will	make	
you	holy.	I	will	cover	you	with	My	presence.”		Come	to	Him.	Lay	down	your	striving	and	receive	
the	Branch	of	Adonai	—	Yeshua,	who	is	your	righteousness,	your	holiness,	your	covering.	
	

DISCUSSION	QUESTIONS:	
1. Why	do	you	think	God	waits	until	“everything	is	stripped	away”	before	causing	new	life	

to	spring	up?	
2. What	does	it	mean	to	you	that	Messiah	is	called	the	Branch	of	Adonai	—	not	of	Israel,	not	

of	humanity,	but	of	the	Lord	Himself?	
3. How	have	you	experienced	God’s	re]ining	process	in	your	own	life?	How	did	it	change	

you?	
4. What	are	some	“coverings”	we	often	run	 to	 instead	of	 resting	under	God’s	sheltering	

presence?	
5. How	does	this	passage	give	you	hope	 for	 the	 future	—	both	personally	and	 for	God’s	

people	as	a	whole?	
	

CLOSING	PRAYER:	
Abba,	we	thank	You	that	when	everything	is	stripped	away,	You	are	still	there	—	sprouting	
new	life,	new	beauty,	new	hope.	We	invite	You	to	be	our	Branch,	our	source	of	righteousness	
and	glory.	Wash	us	clean,	purify	us	through	Your	Spirit,	and	make	us	holy	as	You	are	holy.	
Cover	us	with	Your	presence.	Be	our	shelter,	our	refuge,	our	glory.	May	we	walk	as	Your	
restored	people,	shining	with	the	beauty	that	only	You	can	produce.	

In	the	name	of	Yeshua	our	Messiah,	Amen.	


