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Key	Texts	(TLV):	Is	51:1-8;	50:10-11;	42:1–4;	49:6;		9:6;	Heb.	11:1–16;	Gen.	15:5;	17:4–6	
	

There	are	moments	in	the	walk	of	faith	when	the	path	ahead	feels	dim,	the	answers	we	hoped	
for	seem	delayed,	and	the	temptation	to	create	our	own	light	becomes	very	strong.	That	is	the	
tension	at	the	end	of	Isaiah	50	and	the	beginning	of	Isaiah	51.	One	person	walks	in	darkness	
and	has	no	light,	yet	chooses	to	trust	in	the	name	of	ADONAI	and	lean	upon	his	God.	Another	
surrounds	himself	with	sparks	and	Hirebrands	of	his	own	making,	choosing	self-reliance	over	
surrender.	These	are	not	merely	two	moods	or	two	temporary	responses.	They	are	two	ways	of	
living,	two	ways	of	seeing,	and	ultimately	two	very	different	outcomes.	One	leans	on	God	in	the	
dark.	The	other	insists	on	lighting	the	way	for	himself.	Through	Isaiah,	the	LORD	asks	us,	gently	
but	clearly,	which	one	we	will	be.	
	

This	word	is	especially	tender	for	those	who	are	pursuing	righteousness	and	seeking	ADONAI,	
yet	Hinding	the	wait	long	and	the	road	hard.	Isaiah	51	is	not	addressed	to	the	careless	or	the	
hardened,	but	 to	 those	who	are	still	 listening,	 still	asking,	 still	hoping,	and	perhaps	growing	
discouraged.	To	them,	the	LORD	gives	comfort.	He	calls	them	to	remember,	to	look	back,	and	to	
look	up.	He	calls	them	to	see	not	merely	with	physical	eyes,	but	with	the	eyes	of	faith.	This	is	the	
heart	of	the	passage:	when	present	circumstances	feel	dark,	 the	LORD	teaches	His	people	to	
interpret	their	lives	through	His	faithfulness,	His	promises,	and	His	eternal	purposes.	
	

1.	WHEN	THE	WAY	FEELS	DARK,	TRUST	THE	VOICE	OF	THE	SERVANT	RATHER	THAN	THE	
FIRE	OF	SELF-RELIANCE.		Isaiah	sets	the	tone	by	contrasting	two	responses	to	darkness.	“Who	
among	you	fears	ADONAI,	who	listens	to	the	voice	of	His	servant,	who	walks	in	darkness	and	has	
no	light?	Let	him	trust	in	the	Name	of	ADONAI	and	lean	on	his	God”	(Is.	50:10).	Darkness	in	this	
passage	 is	 not	 necessarily	 rebellion,	 nor	 is	 it	 always	 the	 result	 of	 failure.	 Sometimes,	
unexpectdedly,	darkness	is	the	place	where	OBEDIENCE	leads.	The	Servant	Himself	walked	the	
path	of	humiliation,	suffering,	and	apparent	contradiction,	yet	He	did	not	turn	back.	So	the	one	
who	fears	the	LORD	may	also	Hind	himself	in	a	season	where	he	cannot	see	clearly.	In	that	place,	
the	call	is	not	to	panic,	not	to	invent	our	own	certainty,	and	not	to	force	our	own	solution.	The	
call	is	to	trust,	to	lean,	and	to	keep	listening.	
	
The	warning	of	the	next	verse	is	sobering:	“Behold,	all	you	who	kindle	a	Rire,	encircling	yourselves	
with	Rirebrands,	walk	in	the	light	of	your	Rire	and	among	the	brands	you	have	lit.	This	you	will	have	
from	My	hand:	you	will	lie	down	in	torment”	(Is.	50:11).	The	self-kindled	life	looks	bright	for	a	
moment,	but	it	ends	in	pain.	Self-reliance	can	feel	strong,	practical,	and	intelligent,	but	it	cannot	
produce	peace.	It	offers	a	false	conHidence	that	collapses	under	the	weight	of	reality.	By	contrast,	
the	one	who	walks	in	darkness	while	trusting	the	LORD	is	not	abandoned.	He	is	being	trained	
to	depend	fully	on	the	voice	of	the	Servant.	Faith	often	looks	less	like	seeing	clearly	and	more	
like	holding	 tightly.	 Like	 a	blind	person	 leaning	on	 a	 faithful	 guide,	we	are	 called	 to	 entrust	
ourselves	to	the	One	who	sees	what	we	cannot.	
	
	
	



	

2.	 WHEN	 THE	 WAIT	 FEELS	 LONG,	 LOOK	 BACK	 WITH	 EYES	 OF	 FAITH	 AT	 THE	
FAITHFULNESS	OF	GOD.		Isaiah	51	begins	with	a	tender	appeal:	“Listen	to	Me,	you	who	pursue	
justice,	you	who	seek	ADONAI.	Look	to	the	rock	from	which	you	were	hewn,	and	to	the	quarry	from	
which	you	were	dug”	(Is.	51:1).	The	LORD	speaks	here	to	people	who	are	genuinely	pursuing	
righteousness	and	seeking	Him,	yet	who	may	be	weary	in	the	waiting.	The	language	is	rich	with	
invitation.	 Listen.	 Hear	 and	 heed.	 Look.	 Behold.	 The	 word	 carries	 the	 sense	 not	 of	 casual	
observation,	 but	 of	 looking	with	 hope,	with	 grace,	with	 spiritual	 sight.	 If	we	 only	 look	with	
natural	eyes,	we	may	see	ruins,	delays,	and	unanswered	prayers.	But	the	LORD	tells	His	people	
to	look	again—this	time	through	the	lens	of	covenant	faithfulness.	He	points	them	not	merely	
to	a	principle,	but	to	a	history.	
	

He	says,	“Look	to	Abraham	your	father	and	to	Sarah	who	bore	you.	For	when	I	called	him	he	was	
but	one,	then	I	blessed	him	and	multiplied	him”	(Is.	51:2).	Abraham	and	Sarah	are	the	pattern	of	
promise	in	the	face	of	impossibility.	Their	beginning	looked	barren,	small,	and	hopeless.	As	far	
as	 childbearing	was	 concerned,	 both	were	 as	 good	 as	 dead,	 and	 yet	 from	 that	 unpromising	
beginning	the	LORD	brought	forth	a	multitude.	Their	story	reminds	us	that	divine	faithfulness	
does	not	depend	on	favorable	circumstances.	It	depends	on	the	character	of	God.	When	the	wait	
is	long,	we	are	strengthened	by	remembering	that	others	before	us	also	waited,	struggled,	and	
sometimes	faltered,	but	the	LORD	still	proved	faithful.	To	look	back	at	Abraham	and	Sarah	is	
really	to	look	back	at	the	One	who	called,	blessed,	and	multiplied.	Their	story	becomes	a	well	of	
encouragement	for	all	who	are	still	waiting	on	Him.	
	

3.	 	WHEN	EVERYTHING	AROUND	YOU	FEELS	UNSTABLE,	 LIFT	YOUR	EYES	TO	WHAT	 IS	
ETERNAL.	 	The	comfort	offered	 in	 Isaiah	51	does	not	stop	with	personal	encouragement;	 it	
opens	into	a	sweeping	vision	of	restoration	and	redemption.	“For	ADONAI	will	comfort	Zion.	He	
will	comfort	all	her	waste	places.	He	will	make	her	wilderness	like	Eden,	her	desert	like	the	garden	
of	ADONAI.	Joy	and	gladness	will	be	found	in	her,	thanksgiving	and	a	sound	of	melody”	(Is.	51:3).	
The	ruins	of	Zion	are	set	alongside	the	barrenness	of	Abraham	and	Sarah.	In	both	cases,	the	
LORD	takes	what	appears	desolate	and	speaks	a	future	over	it	that	only	He	can	bring	to	pass.	He	
is	 not	 merely	 beautifying	 brokenness	 on	 the	 surface.	 He	 is	 reversing	 the	 curse.	 He	 is	
transforming	wilderness	 into	 Eden,	 desolation	 into	 song,	 and	 sorrow	 into	 thanksgiving.	His	
comfort	is	not	sentimental.	It	is	creative,	redemptive,	and	sure.	
	

That	 is	why	the	passage	widens	further	and	says,	“My	righteousness	 is	near,	My	salvation	has	
gone	 out,	 and	My	 arms	 will	 judge	 the	 nations”	(Is.	 51:5),	 and	 then,	“Lift	 up	 your	 eyes	 to	 the	
heavens,	and	look	at	the	earth	beneath.	For	the	heavens	will	vanish	like	smoke,	the	earth	will	wear	
out	like	a	garment…	but	My	salvation	will	be	forever,	and	My	righteousness	never	wane”	(Is.	51:6).	
Everything	visible	feels	solid	until	the	LORD	reminds	us	how	temporary	it	really	is.	The	heavens,	
the	earth,	and	even	the	voices	that	mock	or	threaten	are	all	passing	away.	But	His	salvation	is	
forever.	His	righteousness	will	not	fail.	His	instruction	will	go	forth	to	the	nations.	His	just	rule	
will	 cover	 the	 peoples	 like	 light.	 For	 those	who	 belong	 to	Him,	 this	means	we	must	 not	 let	
temporary	pressures	deHine	ultimate	reality.	The	taunts	of	men	are	passing.	The	word	of	the	
LORD	is	not.	The	darkness	is	temporary.	His	salvation	is	everlasting.	
	

CONCLUSION		



This	passage	calls	us	to	a	deep	reorientation	of	heart	and	vision.	It	teaches	us	that	faith	is	not	
pretending	the	darkness	is	not	real.	Faith	is	refusing	to	let	darkness	become	our	master.	It	is	
hearing	the	voice	of	the	Servant	when	we	cannot	yet	see	the	outcome.	It	is	remembering	the	
rock	from	which	we	were	hewn.	It	is	looking	at	Abraham	and	Sarah	and	saying,	“The	God	who	
was	faithful	then	is	faithful	now.”	It	is	standing	amid	ruins	and	believing	that	the	LORD	can	still	
make	wilderness	like	Eden.	It	is	lifting	our	eyes	above	what	is	fading	and	fastening	our	hearts	
to	what	will	endure	forever.	The	righteous	do	not	live	by	panic,	or	by	self-made	light,	or	by	the	
approval	of	fragile	human	voices.	The	righteous	live	by	trusting	the	LORD.	
	

Which	light	are	you	walking	by?	Have	you	been	leaning	on	the	LORD	in	the	darkness,	or	have	
you	been	trying	to	create	your	own	certainty,	your	own	control,	your	own	answers?	The	LORD	
is	calling	His	people	back	to	trust.	Back	to	surrender.	Back	to	listening.	If	your	heart	has	grown	
weary	in	the	waiting,	bring	that	weariness	to	Him.	If	you	have	become	discouraged,	bring	Him	
your	discouragement.	If	you	have	been	tempted	toward	self-reliance,	lay	down	the	torch	and	
come	back	to	the	voice	of	the	Servant.	
	

DISCUSSION	QUESTIONS:	
1. In	what	ways	does	Is.	50:10–11	contrast	trusting	God	in	darkness	with	creating	our	own	

light?	
2. Why	do	you	think	the	LORD	points	His	people	back	to	Abraham	and	Sarah	in	Is.	51:1–2?	
3. What	does	it	mean,	practically,	to	“look”	with	eyes	of	faith	rather	than	only	with	physical	

eyes?	
4. How	does	the	promise	of	Zion’s	restoration	in	Is.	51:3	strengthen	believers	in	seasons	of	

discouragement?	
5. What	temporary	fear,	pressure,	or	voice	do	you	need	to	stop	fearing	in	light	of	God’s	eternal	

salvation	and	righteousness?	
	

CLOSING	PRAYER:	
ADONAI,	 thank	You	 for	 speaking	comfort	 to	 those	who	pursue	 righteousness	and	seek	You.	
Thank	You	that	when	the	path	feels	dark,	You	do	not	abandon	Your	people,	but	call	us	to	trust	
in	Your	Name	and	lean	upon	You.	Teach	us	to	listen	more	carefully	to	the	voice	of	Your	Servant	
and	to	resist	the	temptation	to	kindle	our	own	fire.	Help	us	to	remember	Your	faithfulness	in	
the	past	so	that	our	hearts	may	be	strengthened	in	the	present.		Give	us	eyes	to	see	through	the	
lens	of	eternity.	When	we	are	discouraged	by	the	wait,	remind	us	of	Abraham	and	Sarah.	When	
we	are	surrounded	by	ruins,	remind	us	that	You	still	make	wilderness	like	Eden.	When	we	are	
shaken	 by	 what	 is	 temporary,	 anchor	 us	 in	 Your	 everlasting	 salvation	 and	 unfailing	
righteousness.	Fix	our	eyes	on	You,	write	Your	Torah	more	deeply	on	our	hearts,	and	teach	us	
to	walk	by	trust.	
	

B’Shem	Yeshua,	In	the	name	of	Yeshua,	amen.	


