
	
	

“No	2nd	Class	Children	(‘Red-headed	Step-children’)	in	HIS	Family”	
Rabbi	Cosmo	Panzetta	

Devotion	and	Discussion	Questions	
	

Key	Texts	(TLV):	Isaiah	56:3-7;	Is.	56:1–2;	Ex.	20:8–10;	Deut.	23:2–9;	Is.	25:6–8;		49:8;		55:13;	
1	Ki.	8:41–43	

	

Isaiah	56:3–7	speaks	directly	into	one	of	the	deepest	human	fears:	the	fear	of	being	on	
the	outside.	 It	gives	voice	to	those	who	assume	they	don’t	belong—the	foreigner	who	
expects	exclusion	and	the	eunuch	who	sees	himself	as	fruitless	and	forgotten.	These	are	
not	abstract	categories;	they	represent	real	people	carrying	real	questions	about	identity,	
worth,	and	place	within	the	people	of	God.	
	

What	follows	is	one	of	the	most	beautiful	reversals	in	Scripture.	Instead	of	conJirming	
their	fears,	God	confronts	those	fears.	Instead	of	keeping	them	at	a	distance,	He	draws	
them	 near.	 This	 passage	 reveals	 not	 only	 who	 God	welcomes,	 but	 how	 He	 redeJines	
belonging	altogether.	And	in	doing	so,	it	shows	us	that	in	His	family,	there	are	no	second-
class	children.	
	
1.				GOD	CONFRONTS	THE	LIE	OF	EXCLUSION	(IS.	56:3)	
The	Jirst	thing	God	does	is	address	what	people	are	saying	to	themselves.	“Do	not	let	a	
son	of	a	foreigner…	say,	‘ADONAI	will	surely	exclude	me	from	His	people’”	(Is.	56:3).	Before	
anything	 else	 changes	 externally,	 God	 speaks	 directly	 to	 the	 internal	 narrative.	 The	
assumption	of	exclusion	is	not	something	to	accept—it	is	something	to	reject.	
	

This	is	striking	because	it	reveals	that	the	barrier	is	not	just	external,	but	internal.	The	
foreigner	expects	separation.	The	eunuch	declares,	“Behold,	I	am	a	dry	tree.”	These	are	
statements	of	identity	shaped	by	limitation,	past,	or	perception.	Yet	God	interrupts	those	
declarations.	He	does	not	begin	by	listing	qualiJications;	He	begins	by	silencing	the	lie.	
Belonging	in	God’s	family	starts	with	agreeing	with	what	He	says,	not	what	we	feel.	
	

2.				GOD	REDEFINES	WORTH	BY	COVENANT,	NOT	CONDITION	(Is.	56:4–5)	
God	then	turns	to	the	eunuch—the	one	who	believes	his	life	will	leave	no	legacy—and	
gives	 a	 promise	 that	 overturns	 everything	 he	 assumes.	“To	 the	 eunuchs	who	 keep	My	
Shabbatot…	 and	 hold	 fast	 My	 covenant…	 I	 will	 give…	 a	 name	 better	 than	 sons	 and	
daughters…	 an	 everlasting	 name	 that	will	 not	 be	 cut	 off”	(Is.	 56:4–5).	What	 they	 lack	
naturally,	God	replaces	supernaturally.	
	
The	emphasis	is	clear:	what	matters	is	not	condition,	but	covenant.	The	eunuch’s	physical	
limitation	does	not	deJine	his	future—his	relationship	with	God	does.	Those	who	choose	
what	pleases	Him	and	hold	fast	to	His	covenant	are	given	something	greater	than	what	
they	thought	they	had	lost.	God’s	measure	of	worth	is	not	based	on	human	capacity	or	
cultural	expectations,	but	on	a	life	anchored	in	Him.	
	



3.				GOD	FULLY	WELCOMES	THOSE	WHO	JOIN	THEMSELVES	TO	HIM	(IS.	56:6–7)	
Finally,	God	describes	the	foreigner	not	as	an	outsider,	but	as	one	who	has	“joined	himself	
to	ADONAI…	to	minister	to	Him,	to	love	the	Name	of	ADONAI,	and	to	be	His	servant”	(Is.	
56:6).	This	 is	not	partial	 inclusion—it	 is	 full	 participation.	The	 language	used	here	 is	
intimate	and	intentional,	describing	a	relationship	marked	by	love,	service,	and	devotion.	
	

And	the	promise	that	follows	is	unmistakable:	“These	I	will	bring	to	My	holy	mountain	and	
let	them	rejoice	in	My	House	of	Prayer…	For	My	House	will	be	called	a	House	of	Prayer	for	
all	nations”	(Is.	56:7).	God	Himself	brings	 them	 in.	Their	offerings	are	accepted.	Their	
prayers	are	welcomed.	This	is	not	a	concession—it	is	a	fulJillment	of	God’s	original	intent.	
His	house	was	always	meant	to	be	a	place	where	all	who	love	Him	could	draw	near	and	
rejoice	in	His	presence.	
	
CONCLUSION		
Isaiah	 56:3–7	 does	more	 than	 extend	 an	 invitation—it	 reshapes	 how	we	understand	
belonging.	God	confronts	the	lies	we	tell	ourselves	about	exclusion,	redefines	our	worth	
based	on	covenant	rather	than	condition,	and	fully	welcomes	those	who	join	themselves	
to	Him.	The	message	 is	 clear:	 the	barriers	we	assume	are	often	 the	very	ones	God	 is	
dismantling.	
	
Today,	the	question	is	not	whether	there	is	a	place	for	you,	but	whether	you	will	step	
into	it.	Will	you	lay	down	the	belief	that	you	are	on	the	outside?	Will	you	take	hold	of	His	
covenant	and	choose	what	pleases	Him?	God	is	not	calling	you	to	stand	at	a	distance	and	
wonder	if	you	belong.	He	is	calling	you	to	come	near,	to	rejoice	in	His	presence,	and	to	
live	as	one	who	is	fully	welcomed	in	His	house.	
	
DISCUSSION	QUESTIONS:	
1. What	are	some	ways	people	today	might	say,	“God	will	surely	exclude	me”?	
2. How	does	God’s	promise	to	the	eunuch	challenge	common	ideas	about	worth	and	legacy?	
3. What	does	it	practically	look	like	to	“join	yourself	to	the	LORD”	in	your	daily	life?	
4. How	does	this	passage	reshape	your	understanding	of	who	belongs	in	God’s	family?	
5. Is	there	an	area	in	your	life	where	you	have	believed	a	lie	about	being	on	the	outside?	

	
CLOSING	PRAYER:	
Avinu	Malkhenu,	Our	Father,	Our	King,	thank	You	that	You	see	beyond	every	label,	limitation,	
and	fear	that	we	carry.	Thank	You	for	speaking	directly	to	the	lies	we	believe	and	for	calling	
us	into	something	greater.	Help	us	to	hear	Your	voice	above	every	other	voice	and	to	align	
our	hearts	with	what	You	have	declared.	
	

Lord,	teach	us	to	hold	fast	to	Your	covenant,	to	love	Your	Name,	and	to	walk	closely	with	
You.	 Remove	 every	 false	 belief	 that	 keeps	 us	 at	 a	 distance,	 and	 draw	 us	 fully	 into	 Your	
presence.	May	we	live	as	those	who	are	not	just	accepted,	but	welcomed	and	established	in	
Your	house.	
	

B’Shem	Yeshua,	In	the	name	of	Yeshua,	amen.	


