
	
	

“An	Unassailable	City	of	Shalom	Built	on	Righteousness”	
Rabbi	Cosmo	Panzetta	

Devotion	and	Discussion	Questions	
	

Key	Texts	(TLV):	Isaiah	54:11-17;	Isaiah	53:5,	11;	Isaiah	32:17;	Isaiah	30:20–21;	Isaiah	1:26–27	
	

Isaiah	54	closes	by	lifting	our	eyes	from	what	feels	broken	and	un9inished	to	what	God	declares	is	
already	secured.	The	Servant	of	the	LORD	in	Isaiah	53	has	borne	our	iniquities	and	made	the	many	
righteous,	and	now	Isaiah	54	shows	us	the	result	of	that	work.	What	begins	with	the	image	of	a	
restored,	once-barren	woman	now	transitions	into	something	even	bigger—a	rebuilt	city,	a	people	
established,	secure,	and	9illed	with	shalom.	The	call	is	not	simply	to	observe	this,	but	to	respond—
to	sing,	to	rejoice,	to	live	in	light	of	what	God	has	accomplished.	
	

Yet	the	beauty	of	this	passage	is	that	God	does	not	ignore	where	we	actually	are.	He	addresses	us	as	
“af9licted,”	“storm-tossed,”	and	“unconsoled.”	He	sees	the	instability,	the	discouragement,	the	sense	
that	things	are	beyond	repair.	But	instead	of	agreeing	with	our	perspective,	He	invites	us	to	see	what	
He	sees.	The	same	God	who	allowed	a	moment	of	discipline	now	declares	everlasting	compassion,	
and	He	begins	to	describe	a	future	so	glorious	that	it	feels	almost	impossible	to	believe.	And	that	
tension—between	what	we	feel	and	what	He	says—is	exactly	where	faith	is	formed.	
	

1.					GOD	REBUILDS	WHAT	LOOKS	BEYOND	REPAIR	
“Af5licted	 one,	 storm-tossed,	 unconsoled,	 behold,	 I	 will	 set	 your	 stones	 in	 antimony	 and	 lay	 your	
foundations	with	sapphires.”	(Is.	54:11).	The	Lord	begins	by	acknowledging	the	devastation.	This	is	
not	denial—it	is	compassion.	He	names	the	condition	of	His	people	honestly:	broken,	unstable,	and	
without	comfort.	But	then	He	immediately	shifts	the	focus:	“Behold,	I	Myself…”—emphasizing	that	
what	is	about	to	happen	is	not	dependent	on	human	ability	or	recovery.	The	transformation	of	the	
city	is	entirely	His	work.	What	was	once	rubble	will	become	something	radiant,	not	gradually,	but	
decisively,	because	He	is	the	One	rebuilding	it.	
	

The	imagery	is	extravagant—foundations	of	sapphire,	pinnacles	of	ruby,	gates	of	crystal.	It	is	not	
just	restoration;	it	is	transformation.	But	the	beauty	of	the	city	is	not	merely	about	appearance.	It	
re9lects	what	God	is	doing	within	the	people	themselves.	The	outward	glory	is	a	picture	of	an	inward	
renewal.	Where	there	was	poverty,	there	is	now	abundance.	Where	there	was	instability,	there	is	
now	a	foundation	laid	by	God	Himself.	And	the	message	is	clear:	your	hope	is	not	in	what	you	can	
rebuild,	but	in	what	He	has	promised	to	do.	
	

2.				GOD	FORMS	A	PEOPLE	WHO	WALK	IN	HIS	SHALOM	
“All	your	children	will	be	 taught	by	Adonai.	Your	children	will	have	great	shalom.”	(Is.	54:13).	The	
greatest	treasure	in	this	city	is	not	the	stones—it	is	the	people.	The	inhabitants	are	described	as	
those	who	are	taught	by	the	Lord	Himself.	This	speaks	of	relationship,	intimacy,	and	transformation.	
To	be	taught	by	Adonai	is	not	merely	to	gain	information,	but	to	be	shaped	in	His	ways.	It	echoes	
the	Servant	in	Isaiah	50,	who	listens	morning	by	morning.	The	restored	people	now	share	in	that	
same	posture—they	are	disciples,	formed	by	God’s	voice.	
	

And	 the	 result	 of	 that	 relationship	 is	shalom.	 This	 is	 not	 simply	 the	 absence	 of	 con9lict,	 but	 the	
fullness	of	life	as	God	intended	it—wholeness	with	Him,	within	ourselves,	and	with	others.	Because	
the	Servant	bore	the	chastisement	for	our	peace	(Is.	53:5),	this	peace	is	now	the	inheritance	of	His	
people.	No	longer	striving,	no	longer	at	war,	no	longer	driven	by	fear	or	insecurity—this	is	a	people	



living	in	the	settled	reality	of	God’s	covenant	peace.	And	this	peace	9lows	from	knowing	Him	and	
walking	in	His	ways.	
	

3.			GOD	ESTABLISHES	US	IN	RIGHTEOUSNESS	THAT	CANNOT	BE	SHAKEN	
“In	righteousness	you	will	be	established…	no	weapon	formed	against	you	will	prosper.”	(Is.	54:14,	17)	
The	foundation	of	this	city	is	not	human	effort—it	is	righteousness	given	by	God.	The	Servant	has	
made	the	many	righteous	(Is.	53:11),	and	now	that	righteousness	becomes	the	ground	on	which	His	
people	 stand.	 Because	 of	 this,	 fear	 loses	 its	 grip.	 Oppression	 and	 terror	 are	 no	 longer	 de9ining	
realities.	 In	 fact,	 the	 text	even	calls	us	 to	be	 far	 from	oppression—to	refuse	 to	 live	 in	 fear-driven	
patterns	or	to	9ight	with	the	weapons	of	the	world.	
	

God	reminds	His	people	that	He	is	sovereign	over	all	things—even	over	those	who	craft	weapons	
or	 bring	 destruction.	Nothing	 exists	 outside	 of	His	 authority.	 And	 so	when	He	 declares	 that	 no	
weapon	formed	against	you	will	prosper,	it	is	not	wishful	thinking—it	is	rooted	in	His	rule	over	all	
creation.	Even	when	attacks	come,	they	do	not	have	the	9inal	word.	Those	accusations,	those	threats,	
those	moments	where	it	looks	like	the	enemy	is	winning—God	says	they	will	not	stand.		This	is	the	
inheritance	of	the	servants	of	Adonai:	“Their	righteousness	is	from	Me.”	(Is.	54:17)	That	is	the	anchor.	
Not	 our	 performance,	 not	 our	 strength—but	 His	 righteousness.	 And	 as	 we	 walk	 in	 that	
righteousness,	what	rises	against	us	is	exposed	for	what	it	truly	is.	We	do	not	overcome	by	9ighting	
in	the	same	way	the	world	9ights,	but	by	standing	9irmly	in	what	He	has	given	us.	
	

CONCLUSION		
What	began	with	affliction	ends	with	unshakable	peace.	What	looked	like	ruin	becomes	a	radiant	
city.	What	felt	like	abandonment	is	revealed	to	be	a	brief	moment	compared	to	everlasting	love.	
And	 at	 the	 center	 of	 it	 all	 is	 God	Himself—the	One	who	 sees,	who	 restores,	who	 teaches,	who	
establishes,	 and	who	 secures	His	people	 in	 righteousness.	This	 is	 not	 just	 a	 future	hope;	 it	 is	 a	
present	reality	we	are	invited	to	live	in	now.		The	challenge	is	this:	will	we	believe	what	He	says	
more	than	what	we	feel?	Will	we	live	as	those	who	are	established,	or	as	those	still	defined	by	the	
storm?	The	invitation	is	to	step	into	the	reality	of	His	work—to	trust	His	righteousness,	to	walk	in	
His	ways,	 and	 to	 rest	 in	His	 shalom.	Even	when	everything	around	us	 feels	unstable,	His	Word	
stands.	And	what	He	has	spoken	over	you	is	more	true	than	what	you	see.	
	
DISCUSSION	QUESTIONS:	
1. Where	in	your	life	do	you	most	relate	to	being	“af9licted,	storm-tossed,	and	unconsoled”?	
2. What	does	it	look	like	for	you	to	trust	God	as	the	One	who	rebuilds,	rather	than	relying	on	your	

own	efforts?	
3. How	have	you	experienced	God	teaching	you	personally	in	your	walk	with	Him?	
4. In	what	areas	are	you	tempted	to	respond	with	fear	or	control	instead	of	resting	in	His	shalom?	
5. What	would	it	practically	look	like	this	week	to	stand	on	the	righteousness	that	comes	from	God?	

	

CLOSING	PRAYER:	
Avinu	Malkhenu,	Our	Father,	Our	King,	Father,	thank	You	that	You	see	us	exactly	as	we	are,	yet	You	
do	not	 leave	us	there.	Thank	You	that	 through	Your	Servant,	You	have	made	a	way	for	us	to	be	
established	 in	righteousness	and	to	walk	 in	Your	peace.	Help	us	 to	 trust	what	You	have	spoken	
more	than	what	we	feel.	Teach	us	Your	ways,	and	shape	our	hearts	to	reflect	Yours.		Lord,	where	
we	feel	unstable,	be	our	foundation.	Where	we	feel	afraid,	remind	us	of	Your	promises.	Help	us	to	
walk	in	Your	righteousness	and	to	live	in	the	shalom	You	have	provided.	Strengthen	us	to	trust	You	
fully	and	to	rest	in	the	inheritance	You	have	given.							B’Shem	Yeshua,	In	the	name	of	Yeshua,	amen.	


