
	
	
	

When	Time	Runs	Out:	God’s	Final	Plea		(Jer.	39)	
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Devotion	and	Discussion	Questions	
	

Key	Texts:	Jeremiah	39	
	
Jeremiah	39	brings	us	to	the	climax	of	Jeremiah’s	prophetic	warnings.	The	tragic	fall	
of	Jerusalem	and	the	judgment	upon	King	Zedekiah	are	sobering	reminders	of	the	
consequences	of	ignoring	God’s	word.	For	years,	Jeremiah	called	for	repentance,	
offering	a	path	to	life.	Even	in	Jeremiah	38,	he	pleaded	with	Zedekiah	to	surrender	to	
God’s	discipline,	but	fear	and	pride	held	the	king	captive.	Now,	in	Jeremiah	39,	the	
consequences	unfold	in	devastating	detail.	But	amidst	the	chaos,	we	also	see	God’s	
faithfulness	to	His	word	and	His	care	for	those	who	trust	Him.	
	
1. God’s	Word	Always	Comes	to	Pass	(Jer.	39:1-10)	
Jeremiah	had	long	warned	Zedekiah	and	the	people	of	Jerusalem	that	judgment	was	
coming	if	they	continued	to	resist	God’s	will.	In	verses	1-7,	we	see	this	fulSilled	as	the	
Babylonians	breach	the	city	walls,	capture	Zedekiah,	and	burn	the	city.	Zedekiah’s	
fate—witnessing	the	death	of	his	sons	and	being	blinded—fulSills	Jeremiah’s	
prophecy	(Jeremiah	34:2-3).		
	
God’s	judgment	is	inevitable	when	His	calls	go	unheeded.	Yet	even	amidst	this	
devastation,	God’s	mercy	shines	through.	The	poorest	of	the	land	were	given	Sields	
and	vineyards,	a	surprising	provision	amid	the	ashes.	Similarly,	exile	in	Babylon,	
though	painful,	was	part	of	God’s	redemptive	plan	to	renew	His	people.	In	every	
situation,	even	judgment,	God’s	heart	is	to	draw	His	people	back	to	Him	and	restore	
them.	
	
2.	God	Protects	and	Vindicates	His	Servants	(Jeremiah	39:11-14)	
While	Zedekiah’s	deSiance	led	to	destruction,	Jeremiah’s	faithfulness	brought	him	
protection	and	vindication.	King	Nebuchadnezzar	himself	ordered	Jeremiah	to	be	
cared	for:	“Take	him,	look	after	him,	and	do	no	harm	to	him.	Do	to	him	just	as	he	tells	
you”	(Jeremiah	39:12,	TLV).		
	
In	a	stunning	reversal,	the	very	empire	that	conquered	Judah	became	God’s	
instrument	to	safeguard	Jeremiah.	This	shows	us	that	no	matter	how	dire	our	
circumstances	seem,	God	sees	His	faithful	servants	and	will	fulSill	His	promises	to	
them.	Are	we	trusting	God	to	vindicate	us,	or	are	we	trying	to	control	the	outcomes	
ourselves?	
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3.	God	Sees	and	Rewards	Courageous	Faith		(Jer.	39:15-18)	
Amid	the	destruction,	God	does	not	forget	Ebed-Melech,	the	Ethiopian	eunuch	who	
courageously	saved	Jeremiah	from	the	cistern.	In	verses	15-18,	God	assures	him	of	
deliverance:	“I	will	surely	rescue	you,	so	you	will	not	fall	by	the	sword…	because	you	
put	your	trust	in	Me”	(Jeremiah	39:18,	TLV).	Ebed-Melech’s	faith	and	obedience,	
even	at	great	personal	risk,	did	not	go	unnoticed	by	God.		
	
The	sees	acts	of	faith	and	rewards	those	who	trust	in	Him.	Are	we	living	with	the	
kind	of	faith	that	acts	boldly	for	God,	even	when	it	costs	us?	
	
Conclusion:				
Jeremiah	39	invites	us	to	examine	where	we	stand	in	our	relationship	with	God.	Are	
we	resisting	His	word	like	Zedekiah,	clinging	to	fear	and	pride?	Or	are	we	trusting	
Him	like	Jeremiah	and	Ebed-Melech,	standing	Sirm	in	obedience	and	faith?	The	
choice	is	ours,	but	the	time	to	choose	is	now.	If	you’ve	been	running	from	God’s	call	
or	struggling	to	surrender,	today	is	the	day	to	lay	down	your	fears,	your	plans,	and	
your	pride	at	His	feet.	Trust	Him	fully,	knowing	that	His	plans	for	you	are	good.			
	
Discussion	Questions:	

1. What	does	Zedekiah’s	downfall	teach	us	about	the	importance	of	heeding	
God’s	warnings?	

2. How	does	God’s	care	for	Jeremiah	in	this	chapter	encourage	you	to	trust	Him	
in	difSicult	circumstances?	

3. In	what	ways	can	Ebed-Melech’s	courageous	faith	inspire	us	to	act	boldly	for	
God	today?	

4. How	can	we	trust	God’s	plans	even	when	they	involve	discipline	or	
discomfort?	

5. What	practical	steps	can	you	take	to	align	your	life	more	fully	with	God’s	word	
and	trust	in	His	promises?	

	
Closing	Prayer:	
Abba	Father,	thank	You	for	the	powerful	truths	in	Jeremiah	39.	We	see	Your	justice,	
Your	faithfulness,	and	Your	mercy	displayed	even	in	the	midst	of	judgment.	Forgive	
us	for	the	times	we’ve	resisted	Your	word	or	allowed	fear	to	hold	us	back.	Help	us	to	
trust	You	fully,	like	Jeremiah	and	Ebed-Melech,	standing	Sirm	in	faith	and	obedience.	
Strengthen	us	to	surrender	to	Your	will,	knowing	that	Your	plans	are	for	our	good.	
Guide	us	to	walk	in	Your	truth	and	trust	in	Your	promises,	no	matter	the	
circumstances.	
	
B’Shem	Yeshua,	In	the	mighty	name	of	Yeshua,	our	Messiah,	we	pray.	Amen.	


