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Devotion	and	Discussion	Questions	

	
Key	Texts:		Deut.	10:12-22;	Micah	6:6-8;	Isaiah	1:10-20;	Ps.	50;	James	2	
	
Introduction	
One	of	the	timeless	lessons	we	learn	from	childhood	stories	like	The	Lion	King	is	the	
importance	of	obeying	the	instructions	of	a	loving	father	–	for	our	own	good.	In	the	movie,	
Mufasa	warns	his	son,	Simba,	not	to	venture	into	the	dark	areas,	cautioning	him	about	the	
dangers	that	lurk	there.	However,	Simba,	driven	by	curiosity	and	self-will,	disobeys	his	
father	and	Oinds	himself	in	grave	danger.	But	even	in	his	disobedience,	his	father’s	love	
prevails,	and	Mufasa	rescues	him	from	the	jaws	of	destruction.	This	story	beautifully	
illustrates	the	loving,	protective	nature	of	a	father,	which	parallels	the	love	our	Heavenly	
Father	has	for	us.	
	
In	Deuteronomy	10:12-22,	Moses,	speaking	to	the	Israelites,	presents	a	similar	scenario.	He	
reminds	them	of	God’s	commands,	not	as	burdens	but	as	guidance	"for	your	own	good."	
After	their	liberation	from	Egypt	and	40	years	of	wandering	in	the	desert,	the	Israelites	are	
on	the	brink	of	entering	the	Promised	Land.	Moses	emphasizes	the	importance	of	
remembering	who	God	is	and	what	He	has	done	for	them,	urging	them	to	respond	with	
reverence,	obedience,	and	love.	
	
1.	Fear	the	LORD	(Deut.	10:12-13)	
The	passage	begins	with	a	powerful	question:	“What	does	the	LORD	your	God	require	of	
you?”	The	answer	is	foundational	to	our	walk	with	God:	to	fear	the	LORD,	walk	in	His	ways,	
love	Him,	and	serve	Him	with	all	our	heart	and	soul.	The	fear	of	the	LORD	here	is	not	about	
being	terriOied	of	Him,	but	about	having	a	deep	reverence	and	awe	for	His	power,	holiness,	
and	majesty.	This	reverence	leads	to	obedience,	as	we	recognize	that	God's	commands	are	
for	our	good,	not	to	limit	us	but	to	protect	and	bless	us.	
	
2.	Commit	Your	Heart	to	the	Lord	(Deut.	10:14-16)	
Moses	then	calls	the	Israelites	to	circumcise	their	hearts,	a	metaphor	for	removing	anything	
that	hinders	a	full	commitment	to	God.	It’s	not	enough	to	perform	outward	religious	rituals;	
God	desires	a	heart	fully	devoted	to	Him.	This	means	surrendering	our	stubbornness	and	
self-will,	acknowledging	that	God,	who	chose	and	loved	us,	deserves	our	wholehearted	
allegiance.	Our	commitment	to	God	must	go	beyond	external	actions	to	an	internal	
transformation,	where	our	hearts	are	aligned	with	His	will.	
	
3.	Imitate	the	Lord	(Deut.	10:17-19)	
Moses	reminds	the	Israelites	of	God's	character	–	He	is	just,	impartial,	and	compassionate,	
caring	for	the	orphan,	widow,	and	foreigner.	God’s	love	for	the	outsider	reOlects	His	mercy	
and	justice,	qualities	we	are	called	to	imitate.	As	God’s	children,	we	are	to	reOlect	His	
character	in	our	interactions	with	others,	showing	love,	compassion,	and	justice,	especially	
to	those	who	are	vulnerable	or	disregarded.	Our	lives	should	be	a	mirror	of	God's	goodness,	
demonstrating	His	love	to	a	world	in	need.	



	
4.	Trust	the	Lord	(Deut.	10:20-22)	
In	the	closing	verses	of	this	chapter,	Moses	emphasizes	the	importance	of	trusting	the	Lord	
completely.	He	reminds	the	Israelites	of	God’s	faithfulness,	recounting	how	their	ancestors	
went	down	to	Egypt	as	a	small	group	and	how	God	multiplied	them	into	a	great	nation.	This	
history	serves	as	a	powerful	reminder	that	the	same	God	who	was	with	their	ancestors	is	
with	them	now.	Trusting	in	the	Lord	means	holding	fast	to	His	promises	and	relying	on	His	
strength,	even	when	faced	with	challenges.	It’s	a	call	to	remember	God's	past	faithfulness	as	
a	foundation	for	future	trust.	
	
Conclusion:	
Remember	the	call	to	reverence	the	Lord,	to	walk	in	His	ways,	to	love	Him	with	all	our	
hearts,	and	to	trust	Him	with	unwavering	faith.	God	has	been	faithful	from	generation	to	
generation,	and	He	will	continue	to	be	faithful	in	your	lives.	As	you	go	forth	this	week,	let	
these	words	be	your	guide:	Fear	the	Lord,	serve	Him	with	all	that	you	are,	and	trust	in	His	
promises.	No	matter	what	you	face,	hold	fast	to	the	truth	that	the	God	who	has	brought	you	
this	far	will	never	leave	you	nor	forsake	you.	Go	in	His	strength,	knowing	that	His	love	
surrounds	you	and	His	faithfulness	endures	forever.	
	
Closing	Prayer:	
Heavenly	Father,	we	come	before	You	in	awe	of	Your	greatness	and	majesty.	You	are	the	
Lord	of	lords,	the	One	who	holds	all	power	and	authority.	Help	us	to	live	with	a	genuine	awe	
of	You,	recognizing	Your	holiness	and	responding	with	wholehearted	devotion.	Circumcise	
our	hearts,	Lord,	that	we	may	be	fully	committed	to	You,	not	just	in	our	outward	actions	but	
in	the	depths	of	our	souls.	May	we	reOlect	Your	character	in	all	that	we	do,	showing	
compassion,	justice,	and	mercy	to	those	around	us,	especially	the	vulnerable	and	the	
outsider.	We	ask	that	You	guide	us	in	our	journey	of	faith,	that	we	may	walk	in	Your	ways	
and	serve	You	with	all	our	heart	and	soul.	In	Yeshua’s	name,	we	pray,	Amen.	
	
Discussion	Questions:	
	
1.	How	does	the	concept	of	fearing	the	LORD	inOluence	your	daily	life	and	decisions?	
2.	What	does	it	mean	to	"circumcise	your	heart,"	and	how	can	you	apply	this	in	your	
relationship	with	God?	
3.	In	what	ways	can	you	imitate	God’s	character	of	justice	and	compassion	in	your	
community?	
4.	ReOlect	on	a	time	when	you	experienced	God's	guidance	as	"for	your	own	good."	How	did	
it	impact	your	faith?	
5.	How	can	understanding	God's	fatherly	love	help	you	trust	Him	more	deeply,	especially	in	
challenging	situations?	


