
	
			

“When	Love	Looks	Like	Surrender””	
Rabbi	Cosmo	Panzetta	

Devotion	and	Discussion	Questions	
	
Key	Texts:	1	Peter	3:1-7	
Today	we’re	in		a	challenging	but	powerful	passage	from	1	Peter.	Peter	is	writing	to	
people	who	felt	like	outsiders—strangers	in	a	world	that	didn’t	share	their	values.	
He	teaches	them—and	us—how	to	live	out	the	love	of	God	wherever	we	are,	
especially	at	home.	Whether	you’re	married,	single,	or	somewhere	in	between,	
these	words	remind	us	that	following	Yeshua	means	modeling	His	character	even	
when	life	feels	unfair.	This	is	about	how	we	treat	each	other	when	no	one	else	is	
watching—how	we	walk	out	the	gospel	in	our	closest	relationships.	

	

1. YOUR	CONDUCT	SPEAKS	LOUDER	THAN	YOUR	WORDS	
Peter	tells	wives	married	to	unbelieving	husbands	that	their	conduct—not	
arguments—would	win	their	hearts.	In	that	culture,	a	wife’s	faith	being	different	
from	her	husband’s	was	seen	as	rebellion.	Yet	Peter	doesn’t	say	to	Gight,	nag,	or	run.	
Instead,	he	says:	let	your	life	be	the	sermon.	Let	your	quiet	conGidence,	your	pure	
respect,	and	your	gentle	spirit	show	the	power	of	God.	

	

This	is	not	about	silence	in	the	face	of	abuse	or	injustice—Scripture	never	endorses	
harm.	It’s	about	choosing	a	posture	that	reGlects	Yeshua:	surrender	without	losing	
your	worth,	humility	without	forfeiting	your	voice.	Your	life	becomes	the	evidence	
that	God	is	real.	Whether	you’re	trying	to	reach	a	spouse,	a	parent,	a	child,	or	a	
friend,	remember:	no	lecture	is	more	persuasive	than	a	life	transformed.	

	

2. HONOR	IS	THE	LANGUAGE	OF	HEAVEN	
Peter	Next,	Peter	calls	husbands	to	live	with	their	wives	in	an	understanding	way,	
treating	them	like	a	precious	treasure.	Not	as	something	weak,	but	as	something	
valuable—like	Gine	china	you’d	never	toss	around	carelessly.	He	says	your	wife	is	a	
co-heir	of	the	grace	of	life—equal	in	worth,	equal	in	spiritual	inheritance.	
	

Husbands,	your	authority	isn’t	permission	to	dominate;	it’s	a	call	to	serve.	To	
cherish.	To	know	your	wife’s	heart.	When	you	walk	in	humility	and	tenderness,	you	
reGlect	the	Messiah’s	love	for	His	people.	And	Peter	warns:	if	you	don’t	live	this	way,	
your	prayers	will	be	hindered.	God	cares	so	deeply	about	how	we	treat	each	other	
that	He	ties	it	to	our	spiritual	life.	Honor	isn’t	optional—it’s	the	language	of	heaven.	
	

3.		YOU’RE	CALLED	TO	BE	DIFFERENT	
In	all	these	instructions—whether	to	wives,	husbands,	or	any	believer—Peter	is	
showing	a	counter-cultural	way	of	life.	In	a	world	obsessed	with	power,	status,	and	
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control,	followers	of	Yeshua	are	called	to	something	different.	You	were	chosen,	set	
apart	to	display	the	beauty	of	God.	
	

That	means	sometimes	you’ll	lay	down	your	right	to	be	right.	You’ll	love	when	you	
feel	unloved.	You’ll	honor	when	it	costs	you	something.	And	you’ll	trust	that	God	
sees,	God	knows,	and	God	will	vindicate.	You	are	here—right	where	you	are—to	
make	Him	known.	Even	when	your	circumstances	feel	unfair,	even	when	your	
efforts	feel	unseen,	you	are	called	to	reGlect	His	heart.	
	

CONCLUSION:	
Maybe	today	you’re	thinking,	“This	is	impossible.”	You’re	right—on	your	own,	it	is.	
But	this	is	what	grace	does:	it	empowers	us	to	love	beyond	our	limits.	To	forgive	
what	feels	unforgivable.	To	endure	when	we’d	rather	run.	To	stay	tender	when	
everything	in	us	wants	to	grow	protect	ourselves	with	callouses.	
	

If	you’ve	been	walking	in	resentment,	if	you’ve	been	using	your	words	to	tear	down	
rather	than	build	up,	or	if	you’ve	been	withholding	love	because	you	feel	unseen—
today	is	the	day	to	surrender.	Yeshua	gave	Himself	fully	for	you.	Will	you	let	Him	
teach	you	how	to	love	like	He	does?		Let’s	ask	Him	to	Gill	us	again	with	His	Spirit—to	
make	our	homes	and	hearts	places	where	He	is	seen	and	known.	
	

DISCUSSION	QUESTIONS:	
1. Why	do	you	think	Peter	emphasizes	conduct	over	words	when	trying	to	

inGluence	others?	
2. What	does	it	mean	to	“live	with	your	wife	in	an	understanding	way”?	How	could	

this	look	practically?	
3. How	have	cultural	or	religious	traditions	distorted	the	meaning	of	submission	

and	honor?	
4. What	are	some	ways	you	can	show	respect	and	gentleness,	even	in	difGicult	

relationships?	
5. Why	do	you	think	God	connects	how	we	treat	others	to	whether	He	hears	our	

prayers?	
6. 	

CLOSING	PRAYER:	
Abba	Father,	thank	You	for	Your	Word	that	challenges	and	transforms	us.	We	
confess	that	in	our	own	strength,	we	fall	short.	Forgive	us	for	the	ways	we	have	
wounded	those	closest	to	us,	for	the	times	we	have	used	our	words	or	our	silence	to	
hurt	rather	than	heal.	Yeshua,	teach	us	to	love	as	You	love.	Fill	us	with	gentleness,	
courage,	and	wisdom.	Make	our	homes	reflections	of	Your	grace.	And	may	the	
beauty	of	our	lives	draw	others	to	You.	
	
In	Yeshua’s	name.	Amen.	
	


