ShalomAZ Ministries

In Pursuit of Israel’s Redemption

“The Great Arraignment of God’s People: A Broken Nation”
Rabbi Cosmo Panzetta
Devotion and Discussion Questions

Key Texts: Isaiah 1:1-9; Deut. 4:26; 30:19; Ps. 50:4; Jer. 2:11-12; 1 Chr. 16:31

When we open the book of Isaiah, we’re not stepping into lighthearted poetry or gentle
encouragement. We are stepping into a courtroom. Isaiah begins with what has been called
“The Great Arraignment of God’s People.” The heavens and the earth are summoned as
witnesses, and the charges are laid against the nation. Before Isaiah ever hears his call in
chapter 6—“Here am I, send me”"—we first hear what the world looked like when God called
him. It was a time of rebellion, corruption, and brokenness. Yet even here, in the midst of
judgment, there is a thread of hope. Isaiah’s very name, YeshaYahu, means “The LORD is
salvation.” This opening vision reminds us that we must face the truth of our condition before
we can receive the fullness of His salvation.

And this is why I[saiah’s words still matter for us today. God’s people then thought they were
secure because they were in the land, because they had the Temple, because they were His
chosen nation. But God was saying, “You've lost sight of who I am. You've treated My holiness
with contempt. And if it weren’t for My mercy, you'd be completely undone.” That same warning
echoes in our time. We may look at our world, our nation, even our own lives and see
brokenness, corruption, and rebellion. But Isaiah reminds us that God still calls, still confronts,
and still offers His salvation.

1. THE COURT IS CONVENED: GOD CALLS CREATION AS WITNESS

[saiah begins by summoning heaven and earth as witnesses: “Hear, O heavens, give ear, O
earth! For Adonai has spoken: ‘Sons I have raised and brought up, but they have rebelled against
Me”” (Isaiah 1:2, TLV). This is no ordinary courtroom. All of creation is called to the stand.
From the beginning of the Torah, God had warned His people that heaven and earth would
testify to their covenant choices (Deuteronomy 4:26; 30:19). Now that testimony is called
forward.

Think about that for a moment—God calls the heavens and the earth because they are
unshakable witnesses. Nations rise and fall, leaders come and go, but the stars in the heavens
and the ground beneath our feet remain steady. They remind us that God’s word endures,
and our choices are not hidden from Him. Creation itself testifies to His order, and when that
order is broken, creation groans. Isaiah shows us that when God calls the court to order, no
one escapes the summons. It’s a sobering reminder that our lives, our families, and even our
nation are accountable before the God who made it all.

2. THE CHARGES ARE LAID: A PEOPLE MORE STUBBORN THAN OXEN

The shocking charge comes next: “The ox knows its owner, and the donkey its master’s trough,
but Israel does not know, My people do not understand” (Isaiah 1:3, TLV). Even animals
recognize their master. Even the stubborn donkey knows where food comes from. But God’s
own children? They’ve rebelled against Him. Isaiah piles up the words: sinful nation, people
weighed down with iniquity, offspring of corruption, those who have abandoned the Holy
One of Israel (Isaiah 1:4). He says their glory has become twisted, rotten, spoiled like bad
fruit.



This comparison stings because it's so simple. God isn’t saying His people need more
intelligence, more resources, or more creativity. He’s saying they’ve lost basic recognition of
who He is. They’ve forgotten where their help comes from, where their provision comes from,
and to whom they belong. That’s not just their problem—it can be ours too. How often do we
run to our own solutions before we stop to look to the Lord? How often do we act like we
don’t know our Master? Isaiah confronts us with the painful truth that spiritual dullness is
worse than animal stubbornness, because we were made in God’s image to walk in
understanding.

3. THE ONLY REASON WE'RE NOT SODOM

Finally, the Lord makes clear: if not for His mercy, the story would have ended long ago. “Unless
Adonai-Tzva’ot had left us a small remnant, we would have been as Sodom, we would have
resembled Gomorrah” (Isaiah 1:9). The nation was broken, the land desolate, the cities burned,
Zion reduced to a fragile sukkah in a vineyard. And yet—God left a remnant. God left survivors.
That’s the only reason judgment did not completely consume them.

This verse holds both warning and hope. The warning is that rebellion really does bring
devastation—Sodom and Gomorrah are the clearest example of total judgment. But the hope is
that God’s mercy preserves a remnant. No matter how far the nation had fallen, His faithfulness
kept a thread of hope alive. That same mercy is extended to us today. We may feel surrounded
by cultural decay or weighed down by personal failure, but God’s mercy still preserves, still calls,
still redeems. The question is whether we will recognize His grace in time and join the remnant
that clings to Him.

CONCLUSION

I[saiah opens with a courtroom scene, and the verdict is clear: guilty. And if it weren’t for the
LORD, we’d be finished. But this is also the hope of Isaiah’s name—salvation belongs to the
LORD. As we begin walking through this book, we are invited to see ourselves honestly. To stop
excusing rebellion. To recognize when our hearts are duller than oxen or donkeys. And then, to
cling to the hope that God has left a remnant, that His mercy is still greater than our sin, and
that His salvation is already at work.

The Introduction of Isaiah Isn’t just history—it’s a mirror. It shows us what happens when God’s
people abandon Him, but it also shows us what happens when His mercy holds fast. The same
God who preserved a remnant in Isaiah’s day is preserving one now. And through Yeshua, His
salvation has already been revealed. We stand guilty, but we are not condemned if we will turn
to Him. That is the message Isaiah wants us to hear right from the start: judgment is real, but
mercy is greater.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Why do you think Isaiah begins his book with a courtroom scene instead of with his calling
in chapter 67

2. How does the image of oxen and donkeys knowing their master challenge us in our own

walk with God?

What does Isaiah 1:4 teach us about the seriousness of rebellion versus simple mistakes?

4. How does the concept of the “remnant” encourage us when we see decline in our nation or
community?

5. What areas in your life might God be asking you to “stop turning backward” and start
walking in obedience again?
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CLOSING PRAYER:

Abba, we come before You tonight humbled by the words of Isaiah. You are the Holy One of
Israel, and we confess that we often live as though we do not know You. Forgive us for rebellion,
for dullness of heart, for the ways we have turned backward. Thank You that in Your mercy You
always preserve a remnant, and that You have given us Yeshua, Your salvation. Renew our
hearts, open our eyes, and heal our land. May we walk as a people who truly know our Master
and live in the fullness of Your salvation

In the name of Yeshua our Messiah, Amen.



