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Devotion	and	Discussion	Questions	
	

Key	Texts	(TLV):		2	Tim	1:5,	2:11-26;	3:1-17;	4:3-8;	Deut.	6:4-9;	Ph.	2:19-22;		Acts	16:1-2;	Ps.	68:12;		
	

Paul’s	 second	 letter	 to	 Timothy	was	written	 during	 some	 of	 the	 darkest	 days	 the	 believing	
community	had	faced.	Nero	was	emperor.	Persecution	was	increasing.	Men	who	once	walked	
faithfully	with	Paul	had	drifted	away,	shipwrecking	their	faith	and	leading	others	astray.	Yet	in	
the	middle	of	this	increasing	darkness,	Paul	remained	focused	on	Yeshua.	“I	have	fought	the	good	
.ight,	I	have	.inished	the	course,	I	have	kept	the	faith”	(2	Tim.	4:7).	Paul	understood	that	the	only	
way	to	lose	this	race	was	to	drift	away	from	the	truth.	
	

Timothy	 was	 pastoring	 in	 Ephesus	 during	 a	 time	 of	 pressure,	 confusion,	 compromise,	 and	
deception.	Paul	writes	to	this	younger	man	with	deep	urgency:	“Timothy…	don’t	drift	with	them.	
Don’t	lose	your	way.	Don’t	get	pulled	off	course.”	In	a	world	where	spiritual	currents	constantly	
pull	people	away	from	God,	the	Lord	often	uses	faithful	mothers	and	grandmothers	to	anchor	
children	deeply	in	His	Word	long	before	the	storms	arrive.	
	

1.		WHEN	THE	CURRENTS	PULL	US	INTO	A	DRIFT,	WE	NEED	TO	BE	ANCHORED	
Paul	warned	Timothy	that	hard	times	were	not	merely	coming	someday	 in	 the	 future—they	
were	 already	 unfolding.	 False	 teaching	 was	 spreading.	 Men	 who	 once	 stood	 Rirm	 were	
abandoning	the	faith.	People	were	becoming	“lovers	of	self,	lovers	of	money…	lovers	of	pleasure	
rather	 than	 lovers	 of	 God”	(2	 Tim.	 3:2–4).	 There	 would	 be	 those	 with	“an	 outward	 form	 of	
godliness	 but	 denying	 its	 power”	(2	 Tim.	 3:5).	 Outwardly,	 things	might	 appear	 spiritual,	 but	
inwardly	the	transforming	power	of	God	was	missing.	
	

Currents	that	can	pull	us	 into	drift	exist	 today.	Deception	often	creeps	 in	quietly,	 like	cancer,	
slowly	distorting	 the	beautiful	Good	News	 that	God	 loves,	delivers,	and	sets	 free.	Some	drift	
toward	permissiveness	and	compromise,	while	others	drift	toward	controlling	religiosity	that	
looks	 godly	 but	 denies	 the	 heart	 of	 the	 Gospel.	 In	 the	 midst	 of	 all	 this	 confusion,	 Paul’s	
instruction	remains	clear:	“Keep	a	clear	mind	in	all	things,	withstand	hardship,	do	the	work	of	
proclaiming	the	Good	News”	(2	Tim.	4:5).	When	the	currents	of	the	world	pull	against	us,	we	
need	anchors	that	hold	us	Rirmly	to	Yeshua	and	His	truth.	
	

2.			ANCHORED	TO	THE	FOUNDATION	LAID	BY	A	GODLY	MAMA	
Paul	 did	 not	 tell	 Timothy	 to	 trust	 political	 systems,	 cultural	 trends,	 gifted	 personalities,	 or	
religious	performance.	Instead,	he	pointed	Timothy	back	to	the	foundation	that	had	been	laid	
in	him	 from	childhood.	“From	childhood	you	have	known	 the	 sacred	writings	 that	are	able	 to	
make	you	wise,	leading	to	salvation	through	trusting	in	Messiah	Yeshua”	(2	Tim.	3:15).	The	word	
Paul	uses	for	“childhood”	points	even	to	infancy.	Long	before	Timothy	became	a	leader,	he	had	
already	been	formed	by	the	Word	of	God.	
	

Who	taught	Timothy	the	sacred	writings?	His	mother	Eunice	and	his	grandmother	Lois.	 In	a	
pagan	environment,	with	a	Greek	father	who	likely	did	not	follow	the	God	of	Israel,	these	women	
faithfully	poured	the	Scriptures	into	Timothy’s	life.	They	taught	him	the	Torah,	the	Prophets,	
and	 the	Writings.	They	 shaped	his	 identity	 and	 laid	 a	deep	 spiritual	 foundation	within	him.	



Timothy	 did	 not	 suddenly	 become	 anchored	 in	 adulthood.	He	 had	 been	 anchored	 for	 years	
because	a	godly	mother	quietly	and	consistently	planted	God’s	Word	deep	in	his	heart.	
	

3.			AUTHENTIC	FAITH	GIVES	CHILDREN	AN	ANCHOR	TO	CLING	TO	
Paul	reminded	Timothy	of	the	“genuine	faithfulness”	that	Rirst	lived	in	his	grandmother	Lois	and	
his	mother	Eunice	(2	Tim.	1:5).	The	faith	Timothy	witnessed	was	real.	It	was	not	hypocritical,	
performative,	or	merely	outward	religion.	It	was	sincere	faithfulness	that	remained	the	same	in	
private	as	in	public.	Timothy	had	seen	authentic	devotion	to	God	lived	out	before	him	day	after	
day,	and	that	authenticity	became	an	anchor	in	his	own	life.	
	

Children	can	often	tell	 the	difference	between	a	faith	that	 is	performed	and	one	that	 is	truly	
lived.	Timothy	heard	the	Scriptures	taught,	but	he	also	saw	them	embodied	in	the	lives	of	his	
mother	and	grandmother.	He	watched	them	walk	faithfully	with	God	in	a	difRicult	world.	Their	
prayers,	sacriRices,	tenderness,	obedience,	and	consistency	shaped	him	deeply.	In	a	world	full	of	
counterfeit	spirituality,	Timothy	experienced	the	real	thing	at	home.	That	authentic	faith	gave	
him	something	solid	to	cling	to	while	others	drifted	into	compromise	and	shipwreck.	
	

CONCLUSION		
Suddenly	it	makes	sense	why	Timothy	was	still	standing	while	so	many	others	drifted	away.	
Demas	 drifted.	 Alexander	 drifted.	 Hymenaeus	 drifted…	 and	 the	 result	 was	 that	 they	
shipwrecked	 their	 faith	 because	 they	 were	 swept	 away	 by	 the	 currents	 around	 them.	 But	
Timothy	had	roots.	From	infancy,	the	Word	of	God	had	been	poured	into	him.	From	infancy,	he	
had	watched	sincere	 faith	 lived	out	before	him	by	a	godly	mother	and	grandmother.	 	Never	
underestimate	what	God	can	do	through	a	praying	mother,	a	faithful	grandmother,	or	a	woman	
who	 consistently	 plants	 the	Word	of	God	deep	 into	 the	heart	 of	 a	 child.	 Godly	mothers	 are	
shaping	generations	of	Timothys	even	now.	In	these	dark	and	confusing	days,	children	who	are	
anchored	deeply	in	God’s	Word	and	formed	by	authentic	faith	will	be	able	to	stand	firm.	They	
will	“continue	in	what	[they]	have	learned	and	become	convinced	of”	(2	Tim.	3:14).	
	

DISCUSSION	QUESTIONS:	
1. What	spiritual	“currents”	do	you	see	pulling	people	away	from	faithful	devotion	to	God	today?	
2. Why	do	you	think	Paul	pointed	Timothy	back	to	his	childhood	foundation	in	Scripture?	
3. How	did	the	sincere	faith	of	Lois	and	Eunice	shape	Timothy’s	ability	to	stand	Hirm?	
4. What	is	the	difference	between	outward	religion	and	authentic	faithfulness?	
5. In	what	practical	ways	can	parents,	grandparents,	and	mentors	anchor	the	next	generation	in	

God’s	Word?	
	

CLOSING	PRAYER:	
Father,	thank	You	for	the	gift	of	godly	mothers,	grandmothers,	and	faithful	women	who	quietly	
and	consistently	shape	lives	through	Your	Word.	Thank	You	for	their	sacrifices,	their	prayers,	
their	tenderness,	and	their	strength.	Thank	You	for	the	way	they	anchor	generations	in	truth	
through	 authentic	 faithfulness.	 	 Lord,	 help	us	 to	 remain	 anchored	 in	You	 in	 these	dark	 and	
confusing	 days.	 Guard	 us	 from	 deception,	 compromise,	 and	 empty	 religion	 that	 has	 the	
appearance	of	godliness	but	denies	 its	power.	Teach	us	 to	walk	sincerely	before	You	and	to	
faithfully	 pour	 Your	Word	 into	 the	 next	 generation.	 Strengthen	 every	weary	mother,	 every	
praying	grandmother,	and	every	faithful	parent	today.	May	the	next	generation	stand	firm	in	
Messiah	 Yeshua	 because	 they	 have	 been	 deeply	 rooted	 in	 Your	 truth.			
																B’Shem	Yeshua,	In	the	name	of	Yeshua,	amen.	


