
	
	

	
Mourning	Over	a	Broken	People:	When	God	Desires	to	Bring	Healing	

(Jeremiah	9)		
Rabbi	Cosmo	Panzetta	

Devotion	and	Discussion	Questions	
	

Key	Texts:	Jeremiah	9	
	
1. 	Mourning	Over	a	Broken	People	
Jeremiah	9:1-2	(TLV):		"If	only	my	head	were	water	and	my	eyes	a	fountain	of	tears,	
then	I	would	weep	day	and	night	for	the	slain	of	the	daughter	of	my	people!"	
	
Jeremiah's	deep	sorrow	for	his	people	reBlects	the	heart	of	God,	who	mourns	over	
a	nation	lost	in	deception.	The	prophet	longs	to	escape	the	deceit	and	betrayal	
around	him.	Yet,	no	matter	how	much	he	desires	to	distance	himself,	his	heart	
remains	broken	for	the	spiritual	condition	of	his	people.	It’s	a	reminder	to	us	that	
it’s	not	enough	to	grieve	from	a	distance;	we	must	engage	with	the	brokenness	
around	us,	reBlecting	God’s	compassion	and	desire	for	restoration.	
	
2. 	Deception	Destroys	Trust	
Jeremiah	9:4-6	(TLV):		"Everyone	deceives	his	neighbor	and	does	not	speak	the	
truth.	They	taught	their	tongue	to	speak	lies."	
	
The	people	had	become	entrenched	in	deceit,	twisting	truth	to	their	own	
advantage.	They	trusted	no	one,	and	their	society	was	fractured	by	betrayal.	Lies,	
deceit,	and	manipulation	became	their	norm.	Without	truth,	trust	breaks	down,	
and	relationships	are	destroyed.	God	desires	that	His	people	be	known	for	truth	
and	integrity,	yet	the	people	of	Judah	were	deBined	by	lies.	Today,	we	must	ask	
ourselves:	are	we	walking	in	the	truth	of	God’s	word,	or	have	we	allowed	
deception	to	creep	into	our	hearts	and	actions?	
	
3.		Knowing	God	Is	the	Only	Hope	
Jeremiah	9:23-24	(TLV):		"Let	one	who	boasts	boast	in	this:	that	he	understands	
and	knows	Me,	for	I	am	Adonai	who	exercises	lovingkindness,	justice,	and	
righteousness	on	earth,	for	in	these	things	I	delight."	
	
In	the	midst	of	judgment,	the	Lord	points	to	the	one	thing	that	matters—knowing	
Him.	The	wise,	the	strong,	and	the	rich	cannot	save	themselves	from	what	is	
coming.	All	their	resources	are	powerless	to	deliver	them.	The	only	thing	that	
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truly	matters	is	understanding	and	knowing	the	Lord,	who	delights	in	love,	
justice,	and	righteousness.	In	the	same	way,	our	hope	must	not	be	in	our	abilities,	
possessions,	or	status,	but	in	a	deep	relationship	with	God.	When	we	know	Him,	
we	align	our	hearts	with	His,	and	we	reBlect	His	character	in	all	we	do.	
	
Return	to	Knowing	God!		Are	you	trusting	in	your	own	wisdom,	strength,	or	
resources	to	navigate	life?	Have	you	allowed	deception	to	cloud	your	walk	with	
God?	Today,	God	is	calling	us	back	to	the	heart	of	true	worship—knowing	Him	
deeply	and	walking	in	His	truth.	Today,	let’s	ask	the	LORD	to	cleanse	our	hearts	of	
any	deception	or	false	security.		If	you	have	been	relying	on	outward	religion	or	
your	own	abilities,	now	is	the	time	to	return	to	a	place	of	humble	trust	in	Him.	Let	
your	boast	be	in	knowing	the	Lord,	who	delights	in	lovingkindness,	justice,	and	
righteousness.	
	
Discussion	Questions:	

1. What	are	some	modern	examples	of	how	people	rely	on	their	own	wisdom,	
strength,	or	resources	instead	of	trusting	in	God?	
	

2. How	does	deception	and	dishonesty	damage	relationships,	both	with	
others	and	with	God?	

	
3. In	what	ways	do	you	see	God’s	heart	of	mourning	reBlected	in	Jeremiah’s	

sorrow	for	the	people?	How	can	we	develop	that	same	compassion	for	
those	around	us?	

	
4. What	does	it	mean	to	"boast	in	knowing	God"?	How	can	we	cultivate	a	

deeper	relationship	with	Him	in	our	daily	lives?	
	

5. How	can	we	ensure	that	our	worship	is	genuine	and	not	just	an	outward	
expression	without	an	inward	connection	to	God?	

	
Closing	Prayer:	
God	of	Abraham,	Isaac	and	Jacob,		we	come	before	You	today,	recognizing	that	too	
often	we	rely	on	our	own	strength,	wisdom,	and	resources	instead	of	trusting	in	
You.	Forgive	us	for	allowing	deceit	to	take	root	in	our	hearts,	for	trusting	in	
outward	appearances	rather	than	seeking	a	deep	relationship	with	You.	Lord,	
help	us	to	know	You	more,	to	walk	in	Your	truth,	and	to	reBlect	Your	love,	justice,	
and	righteousness.	May	our	lives	be	aligned	with	Your	heart	and	Your	ways.	We	
surrender	all	we	have	to	You	and	ask	that	You	cleanse	us	from	any	false	security.		
	
B’Shem	Yeshua,	In	Yeshua’s	name,	we	pray.	Amen.	


