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Devotion	and	Discussion	Questions	
	

Key	Texts:	Isaiah	1:10-20;	Deut.	30:19-20;	Romans	12:2;	Isaiah	53:10			
The	first	five	chapters	of	Isaiah	paint	a	sobering	picture.	It’s	a	courtroom	scene—God	calling	
heaven	and	earth	as	witnesses	while	His	own	people	stand	accused.	What’s	surprising	is	
not	that	Israel	had	abandoned	worship;	it’s	that	they	were	still	faithfully	keeping	the	feasts,	
offering	sacrifices,	saying	prayers,	and	showing	up	for	assemblies.	Outwardly,	everything	
looked	right.	But	inwardly?	The	heart	was	missing.	And	when	the	heart	is	absent,	even	God’s	
commands	can	be	twisted	into	something	He	never	intended.	
	

Isaiah	name	–	Yeshayahu	(“the	salvation	of	the	Lord)”	points	to	the	very	heart	of	God.		The	
God	who	saves	is	not	just	looking	for	ritual	compliance;	He	wants	our	love,	our	obedience,	
our	hearts.	That	same	challenge	comes	to	us	today.	We	may	have	the	songs,	the	prayers,	the	
worship	services—but	are	we	offering	God	what	He	truly	wants?			
	

1.		Empty	Religion	Disgusts	God	
The	 Lord	 opens	 with	 a	 shocking	 accusation:	“What	 is	 it	 to	 Me—the	 multitude	 of	 your	
sacriDices?	I	am	full	of	burnt	offerings	of	rams	and	fat	of	fed	animals.	I	have	no	delight	in	the	
blood	of	bulls,	or	of	lambs,	or	of	he-goats”	(Is.	1:11).	Imagine	that—God	Himself	saying	He’s	
sick	of	sacriSices	HE	commanded	in	the	Torah!	The	reason	is	clear:	His	people	were	going	
through	 the	 motions	 without	 reSlecting	 His	 heart.	 They	 had	 turned	 worship	 into	 a	
performance,	while	their	lives	were	marked	by	injustice	and	rebellion.	And	God	says,	“I	don’t	
want	it.”	Their	offerings	were	supposed	to	draw	them	near,	but	instead	they	became	a	stench	
because	their	hands	were	full	of	blood.	
	

This	should	stop	us	 in	our	 tracks.	God	 isn’t	 impressed	by	our	religious	activity	when	 it’s	
disconnected	from	love	and	obedience.	It’s	like	passing	off	your	mom’s	favorite	recipe	but	
Silling	 it	with	 rotten	 ingredients—then	still	putting	her	name	on	 it.	 It	misrepresents	her	
heart.	In	the	same	way,	acts	of	worship	apart	from	a	life	of	obedience	in	our	treatment	of	
others	misrepresents	God.	He	calls	it	“a	trampling	of	My	courts”	and	says	even	their	prayers	
are	unbearable	to	Him.		
	

2.	WHAT	GOD	ACTUALLY	DESIRES	
After	tearing	down	the	façade	of	empty	religion,	God	makes	His	will	clear:	“Wash	and	make	
yourselves	clean.	Put	away	the	evil	of	your	deeds	from	before	My	eyes.	Cease	to	do	evil.	Learn	
to	do	good.	Seek	justice.	Relieve	the	oppressed.	Defend	the	orphan.	Plead	for	the	widow”	(Is.	
1:16–17).	Notice	that	He	doesn’t	want	more	sacriSices	or	louder	songs.	He	wants	His	people	
to	live	differently.	True	worship	is	expressed	in	how	we	treat	others.	God	calls	us	to	abandon	
the	old	way—stop	doing	evil—and	to	embrace	the	new	way—learn	to	do	good.	His	desire	is	
that	His	people	would	reSlect	His	justice,	mercy,	and	compassion	in	everyday	life.	
	

This	is	echoed	in	the	New	Covenant.	Paul	says	in	Romans	12:2,	“Do	not	be	conformed	to	this	
world,	but	be	transformed	by	the	renewing	of	your	mind,	so	you	may	discern	what	is	the	will	
of	God—what	is	good	and	acceptable	and	perfect.”God	is	not	looking	for	conformity	to	empty	
rituals	 but	 transformation	 that	 produces	 justice	 and	 goodness.	 True	 worship	 is	 not	
measured	by	how	moved	we	feel	in	a	service,	but	by	how	our	lives	move	to	serve	others.	
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Defending	 the	 orphan,	 Sighting	 for	 the	 widow,	 and	 relieving	 the	 oppressed—that’s	 the	
aroma	that	pleases	the	Lord.	That’s	the	worship	He	desires.	
	

3.	GOD’S	OFFER	OF	MERCY	
What	amazes	me	most	is	that	after	laying	out	these	charges,	God	doesn’t	slam	the	gavel	and	
end	the	trial.	Instead,	He	makes	an	invitation:	“Come	now,	let	us	reason	together,”	says	Adonai.	
“Though	 your	 sins	 be	 like	 scarlet,	 they	will	 be	 as	white	 as	 snow.	 Though	 they	 are	 red	 like	
crimson,	they	will	become	like	wool”	(Is	1:18).	Here	we	are,	guilty	as	Sodom	and	Gomorrah,	
and	yet	the	Judge	steps	down	from	the	bench	and	offers	us	mercy.	He	says,	“Walk	with	Me.	
Let’s	set	this	right.”	It’s	a	breathtaking	picture	of	God’s	grace—He	doesn’t	just	expose	our	
sin;	He	promises	to	cleanse	it.	
	

And	how	does	He	do	it?	Through	the	sacriSice	He	delights	in:	Yeshua,	the	Suffering	Servant	
of	Isaiah	53.	“It	pleased	Adonai	to	bruise	Him…	if	He	makes	His	soul	a	guilt	offering…	the	will	
of	Adonai	will	succeed	by	His	hand”	(Isaiah	53:10).	The	blood	of	bulls	and	goats	could	never	
cleanse	the	heart,	but	the	blood	of	Yeshua	makes	scarlet	sins	white	as	snow.	God	offers	us	a	
choice:	if	we	are	willing	and	obey,	we	will	eat	the	goodness	of	the	land;	but	if	we	refuse	and	
rebel,	we	will	be	devoured.	The	invitation	is	on	the	table.	The	Judge	offers	mercy	instead	of	
condemnation—but	we	must	respond.	
	

CONCLUSION	
God	doesn’t	want	empty	religion—He	wants	our	hearts.	He	isn’t	moved	by	ritual	without	
righteousness,	by	prayers	without	justice,	or	by	songs	without	obedience.	He	wants	a	people	
who	reSlect	His	goodness,	justice,	and	mercy.	And	when	we	fall	short,	He	offers	cleansing	
through	Yeshua.	That’s	 the	good	news:	our	scarlet	stains	can	be	made	white	as	snow.	So	
today,	ask	the	LORD—where	am	I	going	through	the	motions?	Have	I	settled	for	religious	
activity	without	true	transformation?	The	Lord	invites	us	to	lay	that	down.	He	says,	“Come	
now,	let	us	reason	together.”			
	

DISCUSSION	QUESTIONS:	
1. Why	does	God	reject	sacri2ices	and	prayers	when	they	are	not	paired	with	obedience?	
2. How	 can	 religious	 activity	 today—congregational	 attendance,	 worship,	 giving—become	

empty	if	disconnected	from	the	heart	of	God?	
3. What	does	it	practically	look	like	in	our	community	to	“seek	justice,	relieve	the	oppressed,	

defend	the	orphan,	and	plead	for	the	widow”?	
4. How	does	Isaiah	1:18	point	us	forward	to	the	sacri2ice	of	Yeshua	in	Isaiah	53?	
5. Where	in	your	life	do	you	sense	God	inviting	you	to	move	from	going	through	the	motions	

to	true	transformation?	
	

CLOSING	PRAYER:	
Abba,	we	thank	You	that	You	are	not	after	empty	rituals	but	after	our	hearts.	Forgive	us	for	the	
times	we’ve	gone	through	the	motions,	thinking	our	sacrifices	or	prayers	could	cover	a	lack	of	
obedience.	Wash	us	clean	through	the	blood	of	Yeshua.	Transform	us	by	the	renewing	of	our	
minds	so	that	we	can	discern	what	pleases	You.	Teach	us	to	do	good,	to	seek	justice,	to	relieve	
the	oppressed,	to	defend	the	orphan,	and	to	plead	for	the	widow.	Thank	You	for	the	promise	
that	though	our	sins	were	scarlet,	in	Messiah	they	are	made	white	as	snow.	We	choose	to	walk	
with	You	and	to	reflect	Your	heart	in	all	we	do.	
	
In	the	name	of	Yeshua	our	Messiah,	Amen.	


