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Rabbi	Cosmo	Panzetta	
Devotion	and	Discussion	Questions	

	
Key	Texts:	Jeremiah	15:12-21	
	

Jeremiah	15	paints	a	vivid	picture	of	a	prophet	weary	from	his	calling,	burdened	with	
rejection,	and	lamenting	before	God.	In	his	anguish,	Jeremiah	compares	his	suffering	to	
that	of	a	mother	in	Israel	who	loses	her	children.	The	message	of	judgment	weighs	
heavy	on	him,	but	even	in	the	midst	of	despair,	God	reminds	him	of	his	strength	and	
calling.	This	passage	teaches	us	about	how	to	wrestle	with	God	in	our	pain,	trust	Him	
through	hardship,	and	remember	that	He	is	always	working	for	our	good.	
	

1.	The	Weight	of	Rejection:	Lamenting	Our	Calling	(Jeremiah	15:10-12)	
"Oy	to	me,	my	mother,	that	you	gave	birth	to	me—a	man	of	strife	and	con8lict	to	all	the	
land!"	(Jeremiah	15:10,	TLV).	
	

Jeremiah,	called	by	God	from	his	mother's	womb,	laments	the	heavy	burden	of	his	
prophetic	ministry.	He	wishes	he	had	never	been	born	because	his	words	bring	conJlict	
and	rejection.	Like	a	mother	watching	her	children	fall	away,	Jeremiah	feels	the	deep	
sorrow	of	seeing	his	people	ignore	God's	warnings.	His	role	brings	him	isolation	and	
scorn,	and	he	questions	whether	he	can	continue.	Sometimes	our	calling	feels	like	a	
heavy	burden,	especially	when	it	seems	to	lead	to	rejection	or	suffering.	In	these	
moments,	it’s	easy	to	lose	sight	of	God’s	greater	purpose	and	to	focus	on	the	pain	of	the	
present.		But	God	sees	the	bigger	picture.	He	invites	us	to	bring	our	complaints	and	
laments	to	Him,	even	in	the	darkest	moments.	
	

2.	Wrestling	with	God	in	Our	Pain	(Jeremiah	15:15-18)	
"Will	You	be	to	me	like	a	mirage	of	waters	that	are	undependable?"	(Jer.	15:18,	TLV).	
	

Jeremiah	turns	his	pain	into	prayer,	bringing	his	frustrations	and	desperation	to	God.	He	
feels	abandoned	and	wonders	if	God	is	like	a	mirage—undependable	and	distant.	In	this	
raw,	unJiltered	prayer,	Jeremiah	expresses	feelings	of	abandonment	and	accuses	God	of	
being	slow	to	act.	Yet,	despite	his	frustration,	Jeremiah	brings	his	heart	honestly	before	
the	Lord.	God	allows	us	to	come	to	Him	with	our	full	range	of	emotions.	He	isn’t	afraid	of	
our	questions,	frustrations,	or	doubts.	Wrestling	with	God	in	prayer,	like	Jeremiah,	is	a	
way	to	draw	closer	to	Him.	
	

In	moments	of	deep	pain,	we	often	feel	like	God	is	far	away	or	slow	to	act.	But	God	
welcomes	our	honest	cries	and	questions.	When	we	bring	our	pain	to	Him	in	prayer,	He	
meets	us	with	His	presence,	even	when	the	answers	are	not	immediate.	
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3.	God's	Promise	of	Strength	and	Deliverance	(Jeremiah	15:19-20)	
"If	you	return,	I	will	restore	you;	before	Me	you	will	stand...I	will	make	you	a	forti8ied	
bronze	wall	to	this	people—they	will	8ight	against	you,	but	will	not	prevail"	(Jer.	15:19-
20).	
	

The	LORD	responds	to	Jeremiah’s	lament	with	a	powerful	promise.	He	reminds	
Jeremiah	that	if	he	returns	to	the	mission,	God	will	restore	him	and	make	him	like	a	
fortiJied	wall,	unbreakable	and	strong.	The	Lord	reafJirms	His	original	call	to	Jeremiah.	
Despite	the	opposition,	Jeremiah	will	stand	Jirm	because	God	is	with	him.	The	prophet	
will	be	vindicated,	and	those	who	oppose	him	will	seek	his	guidance	in	their	time	of	
need.		God	doesn’t	promise	an	easy	path,	but	He	promises	strength	and	deliverance.	In	
our	moments	of	weakness,	He	reminds	us	that	His	call	is	unrelenting,	and	His	presence	
is	always	with	us	to	sustain	us.	
	

God’s	calling	often	requires	perseverance,	even	in	the	face	of	opposition.	Like	Jeremiah,	
we	must	trust	that	God	is	working	for	our	good,	even	when	we	don’t	see	the	results	
right	away.	His	strength	will	sustain	us,	and	His	promises	will	be	fulJilled.	
	

Turn	Back	to	God	for	Restoration	and	Strength.		Today,	if	you	feel	like	Jeremiah—
overwhelmed,	rejected,	or	questioning	your	calling—God	invites	you	to	turn	back	to	
Him.	He	promises	to	restore	you,	to	make	you	strong,	and	to	deliver	you	from	the	
challenges	you	face.	Will	you	bring	your	burdens	to	Him?	Will	you	trust	that	He	is	
working	for	your	good,	even	when	you	can’t	see	it?	The	Lord	has	not	abandoned	you,	
and	He	will	not	fail	you.	
	

Discussion	Questions:	
1. How	does	Jeremiah's	lament	reJlect	the	feelings	we	experience	when	facing	

rejection	or	difJiculty	in	our	service	to	God?	
2. Why	do	you	think	God	allows	us	to	wrestle	with	Him	in	prayer,	even	when	our	

complaints	or	frustrations	may	seem	harsh?	
3. How	does	God’s	promise	to	Jeremiah	in	verse	19	challenge	us	to	stay	faithful	to	

our	calling,	even	when	the	journey	is	difJicult?	
4. 	In	what	ways	can	we	cultivate	a	deeper	trust	in	God	when	He	seems	slow	to	act	

or	distant	in	our	struggles?	
5. How	can	we	differentiate	between	bringing	honest	emotions	to	God	and	allowing	

those	emotions	to	pull	us	away	from	Him?	
	

Closing	Prayer:	
God	of	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob.		We	thank	You	for	the	example	of	Jeremiah,	who	
showed	us	that	even	in	our	deepest	pain,	we	can	bring	our	hearts	to	You.	Lord,	many	of	
us	feel	weary,	overwhelmed,	and	unsure	of	the	path	ahead.	Help	us	to	turn	back	to	You,	
trusting	in	Your	promise	to	restore	us	and	give	us	strength.	Teach	us	to	listen	for	Your	
voice	and	follow	Your	calling,	even	when	it’s	hard.	We	ask	for	Your	grace	to	stand	Jirm	in	
the	midst	of	trials	and	opposition.	Lord,	remind	us	daily	that	You	are	with	us,	working	
for	our	good.	We	trust	You,	and	we	ask	for	Your	peace	to	sustain	us.	
	
B’Shem	Yeshua,	In	Yeshua’s	name,	we	pray.	Amen.	


