
	
	
	
	

“Discipleship	on	Display”	
Rabbi	Cosmo	Panzetta	

Devotion	and	Discussion	Questions	
	

Key	Texts	(TLV):	Phil.	2:19-24;	Phil.	2:19–24;	Phil.	2:2–4;	Phil.	1:27–30;	1	Cor.	4:17	
		

Sometimes	the	most	powerful	lesson	is	not	the	one	someone	teaches	us	in	word—it	is	
the	one	they	show	us	in	action.	We	can	hear	someone	tell	us	to	be	humble,	to	put	others	
>irst,	to	serve	faithfully,	and	to	have	the	mind	of	Messiah.	But	there	is	something	different	
about	seeing	those	truths	lived	out	in	front	of	us.	There	is	a	reason	parents	say,	“I	would	
rather	 you	 learn	 from	 someone	 else’s	 example	 than	 have	 to	 learn	 this	 the	 hard	way	
yourself.”	 Examples	 have	 a	 way	 of	 getting	 past	 our	 defenses.	 They	 show	 us	 what	
something	actually	looks	like	when	it	moves	from	words	on	a	page	into	somebody’s	life.	
	

That	is	really	what	happens	in	Phil.	2:19–24.	After	taking	us	to	the	theological	heights	of	
Messiah	Yeshua	humbling	Himself,	taking	the	form	of	a	servant,	and	becoming	obedient	
even	to	death,	Paul	suddenly	begins	talking	about	travel	plans.	At	>irst	it	can	feel	like	we	
have	left	the	“good	stuff”	behind.	But	no.	Paul	is	about	to	show	us	what	everything	he	has	
just	taught	looks	like	when	it	is	lived	out.	Timothy	becomes	a	living	example	of	Phil.	2:3–
4:	“Do	 nothing	 out	 of	 sel=ishness	 or	 conceit,	 but	 with	 humility	 consider	 others	 as	more	
important	 than	 yourselves,	 looking	 out	 not	 only	 for	 your	 own	 interests	 but	 also	 for	 the	
interests	of	others.”	This	is	discipleship	on	display.	
	

1.	GENUINE	DISCIPLESHIP	GENUINELY	CARES	FOR	OTHERS		
Paul	writes,	“But	I	hope	in	the	Lord	Yeshua	to	send	Timothy	to	you	soon,	so	that	I	too	might	
be	 encouraged	when	 I	 know	 the	 news	 about	 you.	 I	 have	 no	 one	 else	 like	 him	who	will	
genuinely	 care	 about	 you.”	(Phil.	 2:19–20).	 Paul	 cannot	 come	 himself	 because	 he	 is	
imprisoned,	so	he	intends	to	send	Timothy.	What	is	striking	is	why	he	wants	to	send	him.	
Paul	 wants	 to	 know	 how	 they	 are	 doing.	 Normally	 when	 Paul	 sent	 someone	 to	 a	
congregation,	that	person	would	bring	news	about	Paul	so	that	the	congregation	could	
be	encouraged.	Here	Paul	turns	it	around:	“I	want	Timothy	to	go	so	that	I	can	hear	about	
you.”	The	word	translated	“encouraged”	carries	the	idea	of	being	“good-souled”—it	will	
do	Paul’s	soul	good	to	know	how	they	are	doing.	
	

Then	Paul	says	something	remarkable	about	Timothy:	“I	have	no	one	else	like	him.”	The	
expression	 (ι\σο_ψυχον/isoPsuchin)	 literally	 carries	 the	 idea	of	being	 “equal-souled”	or	
like-minded.	Timothy	has	 caught	Paul’s	heart	because	Paul’s	heart	 is	being	patterned	
after	 the	 heart	 of	 Messiah.	 Timothy	 will	 not	 merely	 deliver	 information,	 perform	 a	
ministry	duty,	and	leave.	He	will	genuinely	care.	When	Timothy	walks	into	Philippi	and	
sees	their	opposition,	struggles,	relationships,	and	needs,	Paul	knows	that	those	things	
will	matter	to	him.	That	is	discipleship.	The	mind	of	Messiah	has	moved	deeply	enough	
into	Timothy	that	the	concerns	of	other	people	have	become	his	concerns.	
	



2.	THE	MIND	OF	MESSIAH	IS	PROVEN	BY	WHOSE	INTERESTS	WE	SEEK	
Paul	then	gives	us	a	jarring	contrast:	“For	all	seek	after	their	own	interests,	not	those	of	
Messiah	 Yeshua.	 But	 you	 know	 Timothy’s	 proven	 character,	 that	 he	 served	 with	 me	 in	
spreading	 the	 Good	 News	 like	 a	 son	 with	 his	 father.”	(Phil.	 2:21–22).	 Yikes.	 	 After	
everything	Paul	has	just	said	about	Timothy,	he	turns	our	attention	toward	those	who	
are	living	in	exactly	the	opposite	way.	They	are	seeking	their	own	interests.	The	language	
intentionally	brings	us	back	to	Phil.	2:4,	where	Paul	told	the	Philippians	not	to	look	only	
to	what	concerns	themselves,	but	also	to	what	concerns	others.	Here	Paul	shows	us	that	
seeking	the	interests	of	Messiah	Yeshua	is	inseparable	from	caring	about	the	interests	of	
the	people	Messiah	loves.	
	

That	makes	Timothy	a	kind	of	living	parable.	Paul	has	already	said,	“Do	nothing	out	of	
sel>ish	ambition.	Put	others	ahead	of	yourself.”	Now	he	 is	 essentially	 saying,	 “Look	at	
Timothy.	This	is	what	I	mean.”	His	character	has	been	tested.	They	know	it.	Timothy	has	
served	 alongside	 Paul	 in	 the	 Good	 News	 like	 a	 son	 alongside	 his	 father.	 Paul	 says	
something	similar	in	1	Cor.	4:17:	“For	this	reason	I	have	sent	you	Timothy,	my	dearly	loved	
and	faithful	child	 in	the	Lord.	He	will	remind	you	of	my	ways	 in	Messiah,	 just	as	 I	 teach	
everywhere	 in	 every	 community.”	Timothy	 looks	 like	 his	 spiritual	 father	 because	 his	
spiritual	father	is	seeking	to	look	like	Messiah.	This	is	how	discipleship	is	supposed	to	
work:	“Follow	me	as	I	follow	Messiah,”	until	the	life	of	Messiah	is	increasingly	visible	in	
all	of	us.	
	

3.	PROVEN	DISCIPLESHIP	CAN	BE	TRUSTED	WITH	THE	WORK	OF	MESSIAH		
Paul	continues,	“Therefore	I	hope	to	send	him	immediately,	as	soon	as	I	see	how	things	go	
with	me.	And	I	trust	in	the	Lord	that	soon	I	too	will	come	myself.”	(Phil.	2:23–24).	Timothy	
is	not	being	sent	simply	because	he	happens	to	be	available.	Paul	trusts	him.	As	soon	as	
Paul	 knows	 the	outcome	of	 his	 present	 circumstances,	Timothy	will	 go.	He	 can	 carry	
Paul’s	 news	 to	 the	 Philippians,	 but	 more	 importantly,	 Paul	 can	 trust	 him	 with	 the	
Philippians	themselves.	Paul	knows	that	Timothy	will	handle	these	people	with	the	right	
heart	because	Timothy	has	already	demonstrated	that	Timothy	doesn’t	put	Timothy	>irst.			
	

There	is	something	deeply	challenging	in	that.	We	often	ask	the	Lord	to	entrust	more	to	
us—more	ministry,	more	responsibility,	more	in>luence,	more	opportunity.	But	perhaps	
one	of	the	more	important	questions	is,	“Lord,	can	You	trust	me	with	people?”	Can	He	
trust	me	to	see	 them,	care	 for	 them,	and	serve	them	without	 turning	everything	back	
toward	myself?	Timothy	had	proven	character	because	he	had	lived	this	way	over	time.	
His	discipleship	had	been	tested	in	real	life.	He	had	served	beside	Paul,	walked	through	
dif>iculty,	labored	for	the	Good	News,	and	demonstrated	the	mind	of	Messiah	consistently	
enough	that	Paul	could	say,	“This	is	the	one	I	can	send.”	
	

CONCLUSION:	LET	MESSIAH	BE	SEEN	IN	YOU	
This	 little	 section	 about	 Paul’s	 travel	 plans	 turns	 out	 to	 be	 anything	 but	 incidental.	
Timothy	is	the	>lesh-and-blood	demonstration	of	everything	Paul	has	just	been	teaching.	
The	way	of	humility	is	on	display.	The	mind	of	Messiah	is	on	display.	Genuine	concern	for	



others	 is	 on	 display.	 Timothy	 is	 someone	who	does	 not	 live	 according	 to	 the	world’s	
instinct	that	says,	“Look	out	for	number	one.”	Or	perhaps	we	should	say	that	the	cross	
completely	changes	the	de>inition	of	“number	one.”	If	the	cross	shapes	our	lives,	then	the	
one	whose	interests	we	are	called	to	seek	is	our	neighbor,	not	ourselves.	
	

So	perhaps	the	prayer	today	is	simply	this:	Lord,	make	my	discipleship	visible.	Not	so	
that	people	will	admire	me,	but	so	that	they	will	see	Yeshua	in	me.	Ask	the	Holy	Spirit	to	
show	you	where	“me	>irst”	still	governs	your	decisions,	relationships,	ministry,	family,	or	
responses	 to	 people.	 Ask	 Him	 to	 make	 you	 someone	 who	 genuinely	 cares,	 someone	
whose	character	can	withstand	testing,	someone	He	can	trust	with	the	people	He	places	
in	your	life.	May	our	prayer	become,	“Lord,	I	want	You	to	be	con>ident	in	me	with	what	
You	have	entrusted	to	me.	Give	me	the	mind	of	Messiah.	Teach	me	to	see	others,	 love	
others,	 and	put	 their	 good	 ahead	of	my	own	 so	 that	my	 life	 becomes	discipleship	 on	
display.”	
	

DISCUSSION	QUESTIONS	
1. Why	 do	 you	 think	 Paul	 placed	 this	 description	 of	 Timothy	 immediately	 after	 his	
teaching	about	humility,	sel>lessness,	and	the	mind	of	Messiah	in	Phil.	2:1–18?	

2. Paul	 says	 that	 Timothy	 would	“genuinely	 care”	about	 the	 Philippians.	 What	 does	
genuine	concern	for	another	person	look	like	beyond	simply	saying	that	we	care?	

3. Where	in	your	life	are	you	most	tempted	right	now	to	think	“me	>irst”—in	your	family,	
work,	congregation,	ministry,	friendships,	>inances,	or	use	of	your	time?	What	would	
having	the	mind	of	Messiah	look	like	in	that	situation?	

4. Timothy’s	character	had	been	tested	and	proven	over	time.	What	qualities	would	the	
people	who	know	you	best	say	have	been	proven	in	your	life?	

5. If	 the	Lord	asked	you	today,	“Can	I	 trust	you	with	the	people	 I	have	placed	around	
you?”	how	would	you	answer?	Is	there	someone	whose	needs,	struggles,	or	interests	
the	Lord	may	be	asking	you	to	notice	more	intentionally?	

	

CLOSING	PRAYER	
ADONAI,	give	me	the	mind	of	Messiah	Yeshua.	Deliver	me	from	sel>ish	ambition,	empty	
glory,	and	the	instinct	to	put	myself	>irst.	Teach	me	to	genuinely	care	about	the	people	
You	have	placed	around	me.	Form	in	me	proven	character—not	simply	words	that	sound	
right,	but	a	life	that	has	been	tested	and	found	faithful.	May	I	follow	Yeshua	so	closely	that	
others	can	see	His	humility,	love,	compassion,	faithfulness,	and	servant	heart	re>lected	in	
me.	Make	me	someone	You	can	trust	with	the	Good	News	and	with	the	precious	lives	You	
place	in	my	life.	Let	me	discipleship	be	on	display,	not	for	my	glory,	but	so	that	Yeshua	
may	be	seen	and	glori>ied	through	me.		
	

B’Shem	Yeshua,	In	the	name	of	Yeshua,	amen.	


