A MINOR PROPHET
WITH A MAJOR MESSAGE

The Book of Joel
A 5-Day Devotional Guide

Return. Repent. Be Restored. Receive the Spirit. Live Ready.




Introduction

Joel is one of the shortest books in the Bible, but his message is
anything but small. He speaks about crisis, repentance, restoration, the
Holy Spirit, and the coming Day of the Lord. Joel begins with devastation.
A locust plague has stripped the land bare. Crops are gone. Worship is
affected. Joy has dried up. But Joel helps the people see that this crisis
is more than a bad season. It is a spiritual wake-up call.

The message of Joel can be summarized in one sentence:
When God gets our attention, our right response is repentance, and His
gracious response is restoration.

Over the next five days, this devotional will help you walk
through the major themes of Joel: God gets our attention; God calls
us to repentance; God promises restoration; God pours out His Spirit;
and God will judge evil and dwell with His people. Read slowly. Pray
honestly. Let the Lord speak personally.

Joel’'s message is not merely, “Learn this.”
Joel’'s message is, “Return to the Lord.”



Day 1- God Gets Our Attention

Scripture Reading: Joel 1:1-20

Key Verse: Has anything like this ever happened in your days or in the
days of your ancestors? Joel 1:2

Devotional Thought

Joel opens with a crisis no one could ignore. A devastating locust
invasion had swept through the land. Crops were destroyed. Vines were
ruined. Grain was gone. Worship was interrupted. Even joy seemed to
dry up. Joel looked at that devastation and said, in effect, ‘Don’t waste
this moment.’

He was not saying every hardship should be explained simplistically. But
he was saying that when life is shaken, God’s people should become
spiritually alert. We should ask more than, ‘How do | get through this?’
We should also ask, ‘Lord, what are You saying to me?’

A crisis can reveal what comfort concealed. It can expose where we
have become distracted, self-reliant, prayerless, or spiritually dull. Joel
reminds us that God does not shake His people to destroy them. He
gets their attention because He wants their hearts.

Key Truth: God often uses disruption to awaken devotion.

Personal Reflection: Where might God be trying to get your attention
right now?

Today’s Application: Take a few quiet minutes and pray: ‘Lord, what are
You saying to me in this season?’ Then listen before you move on.

Prayer: Lord, when my life is shaken, help me not to ignore Your voice.
Give me a soft heart and listening ears. Awaken me spiritually and draw
me closer to You. Amen.

My Response:




Day 2 - Return to Me with All Your Heart

Scripture Reading: Joel 2:1-17

Key Verse: Even now, declares the Lord, return to me with all your heart.
Joel 2:12

Devotional Thought

Joel moves from a past crisis to a coming one. The prophet sounds the
alarm because the Day of the Lord is near. His message is serious and
sobering. But right in the middle of warning, God gives an invitation:
‘Return to me with all your heart.

That is the heart of repentance. Repentance is not merely feeling bad.
It is not just regret. It is not religious performance. Joel says, ‘Rend your
heart and not your garments.” God is not impressed by outward drama
if there is no inward surrender.

Real repentance is a turning. It is turning from sin, pride, compromise,
bitterness, and misplaced trust. But it is also turning to God - His mercy,
His grace, His truth, His ways, and His love. Repentance is not running
toward rejection. It is coming home to mercy.

Key Truth: The pathway to renewal always begins with returning to the
Lord.

Personal Reflection: Is there a specific attitude, habit, relationship, or
pattern in your life that needs repentance?

Today’s Application: Be specific with God today. Name what the Holy
Spirit brings to mind. Confess it honestly. Turn from it deliberately.
Return to the Lord wholeheartedly.

Prayer: Father, | return to You with all my heart. Forgive me for the ways
| have drifted, resisted, or relied on other things more than You. Cleanse
me and renew me. Amen.

My Response:




Day 3 - The God Who Restores

Scripture Reading: Joel 2:18-27

Key Verse: | will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten. Joel
2:25

Devotional Thought

After the call to repentance comes one of the most hope-filled sections
in Joel. God responds to His people with compassion. He promises
provision, renewed joy, protection, fruitfulness, and the removal of
shame. Joel presents God not only as Judge, but also as Restorer.

That is good news for people who know what loss feels like. The people
had watched what they depended on disappear. They had felt the ache
of emptiness. Into that place of devastation, God says, ‘l will restore.’

Restoration does not always mean God gives everything back in the
exact same form it was before. Sometimes He restores by healing the
wound. Sometimes He restores by rebuilding character. Sometimes
He restores by returning joy. Sometimes He restores by giving new
fruitfulness in a place that once felt barren. God’s mercy does more than
pardon. It rebuilds.

Key Truth: The Restorer is greater than the locust.

Personal Reflection: What area of your life needs the restoring hand of
God?

Today’s Application: Bring one place of loss before the Lord today and
pray: ‘Lord, restore what only You can restore.’

Prayer: Lord, thank You that You are the God who restores. Replace
shame with peace, dryness with fruitfulness, and despair with hope.
Teach me to trust Your restoring hand. Amen.

My Response:




Day 4 - The Promise of the Spirit

Scripture Reading: Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:14-21

Key Verse: And afterward, | will pour out my Spirit on all people. Joel
2:28

Devotional Thought

Joel’s prophecy moves from restoration to outpouring. God does not
simply promise to repair the land. He promises to pour out His Spirit.
This is one of the most important promises in the Old Testament.

In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit came upon certain people for
certain assignments. But Joel looked forward to a day when God’s Spirit
would be poured out broadly on His people - sons and daughters, old
and young, men and women, servants and free. Centuries later, on the
Day of Pentecost, Peter stood up and said that what was happening in
Acts 2 was the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy.

That means God does not merely call His people to return. He empowers
them to live for Him. We need the Holy Spirit to convict us, guide us,
empower us, produce Christlike fruit in us, and make us bold witnesses
for Jesus. The Spirit-filled life is not reserved for a spiritual elite.

Key Truth: God calls us back, then empowers us forward.

Personal Reflection: Where do you need fresh dependence on the Holy
Spirit today?

Today’s Application: Begin your day with this prayer: ‘Holy Spirit, fill me
today. Lead my thoughts, guide my words, and empower my obedience.’
Prayer: Holy Spirit, fill me afresh today. Help me to live in step with You,

hear Your voice, and serve with Your power. Let my life reflect Your
work within me. Amen.

My Response:




Day 5 - The Day of the Lord and the Hope of His Presence

Scripture Reading: Joel 3:1-21

Key Verse:The Lord will be a refuge for his people, a stronghold for the
people of Israel. Joel 3:16

Devotional Thought

Joel closes with a vision of the future. God will judge the nations. He will
deal with evil. He will defend His people. He will bring final blessing. The
book does not end in ruin. It ends in restoration. It does not end with
devastation. It ends with the presence of God.

Joel reminds us that history is not random. The world is not spinning
out of God’s control. Evil may seem loud. Injustice may seem powerful.
Trouble may seem overwhelming. But the Lord will have the final word.

For those who resist God, the Day of the Lord is sobering. God will
judge wickedness and make all things right. But for those who belong to
Him, the Lord is a refuge and stronghold. The greatest promise in Joel
is not merely restored crops, safety from enemies, or national blessing.
The greatest promise is God’s presence with His people.

Key Truth: The future belongs to God, and God is the refuge of His
people.

Personal Reflection: Are you living with eternity in view?

Today’s Application: Write down one fear about the future. Then write
beside it: ‘The Lord is my refuge.” Carry that truth with you today.

Prayer: Lord, thank You that You are my refuge and stronghold. Help
me live with reverence, hope, and readiness. Keep my heart steady in a
troubled world. Amen.

My Response:
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