
Return. Repent. Be Restored. Receive the Spirit. Live Ready.

A MINOR PROPHET
WITH A MAJOR MESSAGE





	 Some people can believe God loves the world in a general 
sense, but they struggle to believe God loves them in a personal sense.  
Hosea reminds us that God’s love is not an abstract idea; it is a pursuing 
love. It is the love of a Father whose heart is moved toward His wayward 
children.

	 The sermon puts it plainly: God has not forgotten you, even 
when you have tried to hide from Him. You may know your failures too 
well. You may wonder how God could keep loving someone who has 
drifted, resisted, wandered, or ignored Him. But the message of Hosea 
is that God’s love is stronger than our shame and more stubborn than 
our sin.

	 This does not mean God ignores sin. Hosea is honest about 
the wreckage caused by spiritual unfaithfulness. But even when God 
confronts, He confronts as the God who still loves. His correction is not 
the absence of love; it is one expression of it. The God who calls us back 
is the God who never stopped caring.

Reflect
• Where do I struggle to believe God really loves me?
• What would change today if I lived as someone deeply loved by God?

Today’s Practice: Take two quiet minutes today and repeat this prayer 
slowly: “Father, help me receive the love You have already given me in 
Christ.”

Prayer: Lord, thank You that Your love is not fragile or forgetful. Help me 
stop hiding and start receiving Your relentless love. Amen.

John 3:16; 1 John 4:9-10; Hosea 11:8

God’s love is not reluctant, cold, or temporary. He so loves you.

Day 1 - God So Loved...You



	 Hosea’s life became a living sermon. His marriage to Gomer was 
a painful picture of Israel’s relationship with God. The people still knew 
religious language, but their hearts were chasing other loves. They 
wanted God’s blessings while giving their devotion to idols.

	 That is why Hosea is so searching. It refuses to let us treat sin 
as merely bad behavior. Sin is misplaced love. It is looking to something 
other than God for identity, security, joy, comfort, or control. Israel’s 
problem was not that they had no spiritual language; it was that their 
hearts were divided.

	 We can do the same. We can attend church, sing worship songs, 
and still ask created things to give us what only God can provide. Hosea 
helps us name the idols of the heart:  approval, pleasure, possessions, 
success, comfort, bitterness, control. God exposes these rival loves not 
to humiliate us, but to heal us.

Reflect
• What am I tempted to love, trust, or chase more than God?
• Where has my obedience become outward while my heart has drifted?

Today’s Practice: Write down one rival love that has been pulling your 
heart. Surrender it to God in prayer today.

Prayer: Lord, show me where my heart is divided. I do not want religious 
appearance without real love. Bring my heart back to You. Amen.

Hosea 1:2; 2:5; 6:6

Sin is not merely breaking rules; it is breaking relationship.

Day 2 - When Love is Betrayed



	 One of the most stunning commands in Hosea is God’s 
instruction to the prophet: go love her again. Hosea had every human 
reason to walk away. But God told him to pursue Gomer because that is 
what God was doing with His people.

	 This is the heart of the gospel. God did not wait for us to climb 
our way back to Him. He came after us. Jesus did not avoid messy 
people; He moved toward them. When criticized for eating with sinners, 
Jesus pointed to Hosea and said God desires mercy. In other words, 
Jesus was showing us what Hosea had been preaching all along.

	 Grace is not God pretending sin does not matter. Grace is God 
entering the mess to redeem what sin has damaged. The sermon says, 
“Jesus is my Hosea.” He seeks, He pays, He restores, and He loves with 
a love that refuses to quit.

Reflect
• How has God come after me when I was drifting?
• Who around me needs to see mercy instead of judgment?

Today’s Practice: Reach out to one person today with kindness, 
encouragement, or prayer. Let God’s pursuing love move through you.

Prayer: Jesus, thank You for coming after me. Give me a heart that 
reflects Your mercy to people who need grace. Amen.

Hosea 3:1; Romans 2:4; Matthew 9:12-13

God’s mercy goes looking for people who cannot rescue themselves.

Day 3 - Go Love Again



	 Hosea found Gomer and paid a price to bring her back. The 
scene is almost too tender to comprehend. She was already his wife, 
yet he bought her back. That picture points us to the even greater love 
of God in Christ. The earth is the Lord’s, and yet the Lord paid the price 
to redeem what was already His.

	 The Cross is God’s clearest declaration: “I will pay the price.” We 
were not redeemed with silver or gold, but through the precious blood 
of Christ. Hosea’s purchase was costly. Jesus’ redemption was infinitely 
more costly.

	 This kind of love does not leave us unchanged. Hosea called 
Gomer into a restored life. Grace welcomes us as we are, but it does not 
abandon us to what has enslaved us. The love that buys us back also 
teaches us to live free.

Reflect
• What does the cross say about my value to God?
• Is there anything God has rescued me from that I am tempted to return 
to?

Today’s Practice: Thank God specifically for the price Jesus paid for 
you. Then name one step of freedom you need to take.

Prayer: Father, thank You for buying me back through Jesus. Help me 
live as someone loved, redeemed, and free. Amen.

Hosea 3:2-3; Psalm 24:1; 1 Peter 1:18-19

The One to whom we already belonged paid the price to bring us home.

Day 4 - Bought Back by Love



	 The message of Hosea does not end with being loved; it sends 
us out to love. Once we realize we are Gomer - loved, pursued, bought 
back, and restored - we begin to see the other Gomers around us. 
People who are hurting. People who are trapped. People who are 
difficult. People who are far from God.

	 The sermon says that saving Gomers is not neat and tidy. Mercy 
is often messy. Love interrupts plans. Compassion costs time, patience, 
forgiveness, and courage. But God is not afraid of the messy places.  
Jesus came to earth for them.

	 Hosea teaches us that God’s love and mercy are more powerful 
than our sin. That truth becomes our hope and our mission. We do not 
love others because they deserve it. We love because God so loved us.

Reflect
• Who has God placed in my life who needs His mercy through me?
• Am I willing for God’s love to interrupt my comfort?

Today’s Practice: Ask God to place one name on your heart.  Pray for 
that person and look for one practical way to show Christlike mercy.

Prayer: Lord, since You have loved me so faithfully, teach me to love 
others faithfully.  Make me a carrier of Your mercy.  Amen.

Hosea 14:4; 1 John 4:11; Matthew 9:13

When we realize how deeply we are loved,
we become willing to love others with mercy.

Day 5 - Loved People Love People




