
October 14th – Disciplined but Not Dead 
 

“I shall not die, but live and declare the works of the Lord.  The Lord has chastened me severely, but He 
has not given me over to death.” (Psalm 118:17-18). 

 
 I grew up in a great family with wonderful parents.  I’m thankful that I had parents who loved 
me enough to correct me when I was wrong.  I didn’t enjoy the correction at the time – several times I 
remember getting a pretty good whipping, though I’m sure I deserved more than I actually received.  My 
parents corrected me pretty sternly, but they never beat me and certainly not to the point of death.  It 
wasn’t their goal to kill me, but to correct my mistakes by showing me a different path.  
 
 There are times when the Lord has to “take us behind the woodshed.”  We have a merciful, 
compassionate Heavenly Father who is “slow to anger and abounding in mercy” (Psalm 103:8).  When 
we disobey Him, He’ll do all He can to redirect us, but sometimes we simply don’t listen.  On those 
occasions, God has to go to great lengths to get our attention.  There are even times when He will send 
tragedy into our lives in order to correct us. 
 
 Some say that God shouldn’t do that.  “If he really loved us, He’d allow us to be ourselves.”  Let 
me ask you – do you always allow your children to be themselves?  If I see my son walking into the 
middle of oncoming traffic, I’m going to push him out of the way and correct him afterwards.  Through 
correction, he will learn never to walk out into oncoming traffic.  Thankfully, though God may often 
correct us, it’s proof that we belong to Him and that we will “live and declare the works of the Lord.”  
 
 
 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


