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PROPHECY



Receiving a message
(relating to present or
future ) from God for others
through the Holy Spirit and
passing it on

What is Prophecy?



Old Testament
Prophecy

100% Accurate

Unquestionably
God's Word

Only allowed by few
select 'prophets'



Old Testament
Prophecy

New Testament
Prophecy

100% Accurate

Unquestionably
God's Word

Only allowed by few
select 'prophets'

Not 100% clear

Must be tested and
questioned

For all or at least
many believers



REFEDEX vs GPS



What some people today call “prophecies” are actually
impressions from God. He can use impressions to guide
and lead us, but they aren’t infallible and must always
be tested by Scripture. We should also consult with wise
counselors before acting on such impressions. I love my
charismatic brothers and sisters, but what they call
“prophecy” today isn’t actually the biblical gift of
prophecy. God-given impressions aren’t the same thing
as prophecies. - Thomas Schreiner



1 CORINTHIANS 14:1-3

Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of
the Spirit, especially prophecy. ...the one who
prophesies speaks to people for their
strengthening, encouraging and comfort.



HOW DO WE HEAR 'A MESSAGE FROM GOD'? 

An impression in our mind – picture, word,
Scripture, idea, vision, sense

A strong urging in your Spirit (in our heart)

An enlivened Scripture (when reading or hearing
Scripture)

A vision or a dream

A word for word statement



HOW DO WE DEVELOP A GIFT LIKE PROPHECY? 
It’s a gift – not everyone can prophesy to the same extent
Some have a head start – more spiritually sensitive
Ask for God to open your heart to the things he is saying
Spend some time “listening for others” when you are with
God
Read Scripture and meditate then  write down anything
you sense
Share your impressions with spiritual leaders
Step out in faith being careful not to claim too much



CAUTIONS AND GUIDELINES FOR PROPHECY
- It is always in submission to Scripture  (God will never contradict,
upgrade, or introduce a new idea outside the Bible

- It is always about LOVE (ask 'is this loving?')

- Prophecy is our interpretation of an image or word, and we can
get that interpretation wrong so be cautious and say "I feel God
could be saying" or "I get a sense that"

- Be careful about prophetic words that align with your own
personal agendas or passions

- Be very careful about making claims on big ticket items (careers,
location changes, relationships/marriages, babies, convictions of
sins)



PROPHECY AT LIFE POINT

- We want to be a church that listens and hears
from God

- We want to be a church that encourages one
another to share what God might be saying to
each other 

- We want to be a church that is wise and tests
people's interpretations through SCRIPTURE,
CHURCH LEADERSHIP and LOVE!




