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“I will restore the fortunes of Judah and the fortunes of Israel, and 
rebuild them as they were at first. I will cleanse them from all the guilt 
of their sin against me, and I will forgive all the guilt of their sin and 
rebellion against me. And this city shall be to me a name of joy, a 
praise and a glory before all the nations of the earth who shall hear of 
all the good that I do for them. They shall fear and tremble because of 
all the good and all the prosperity I provide for it.  
  
“Thus says the LORD: In this place of which you say, ‘It is a waste 
without man or beast,’ in the cities of Judah and the streets of 
Jerusalem that are desolate, without man or inhabitant or beast, there 
shall be heard again 11 the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, 
the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the voices of 
those who sing, as they bring thank offerings to the house of the 
LORD: 
​  “‘Give thanks to the LORD of hosts, 
​ ​ for the LORD is good, 
​ ​ for his steadfast love endures forever!’” 
 
— Jeremiah 33:7-11 
 
 



“But every nation still made gods of its own and put them in the 
shrines of the high places that the Samaritans had made, every nation 
in the cities in which they lived. The men of Babylon made 
Succoth-benoth, the men of Cuth made Nergal, the men of Hamath 
made Ashima, and the Avvites made Nibhaz and Tartak; and the 
Sepharvites burned their children in the fire to Adrammelech and 
Anammelech, the gods of Sepharvaim. They also feared the LORD 
and appointed from among themselves all sorts of people as priests 
of the high places, who sacrificed for them in the shrines of the high 
places. So they feared the LORD but also served their own gods, after 
the manner of the nations from among whom they had been carried 
away.” — 2 Kings 17:29   
 
Kings of Persia Mentioned in Ezra–Nehemiah (from ESV Bible) 
Cyrus 539–530 B.C. 

Darius I 522–486 

Xerxes (Ahasuerus) 485–464 

Artaxerxes I 464–423 
  
 


