
I.	Introduction 
We	live	in	a	time	of	pressure	—	pressure	to	compromise,	to	
conform,	and	to	lose	hope.	But	in	Revelation	3:7–11,	Jesus	speaks	
not	to	a	perfect	church,	but	to	a	faithful	one.	The	Church	of	
Philadelphia	had	"little	strength"	but	big	faith	—	and	Jesus	took	
notice. 
 
II.	Historical	Background	of	the	Church	in	Philadelphia 
 

• Founded	during	the	Hellenistic	period	by	King	Attalus	II	of	
Pergamum	around	189	BC.	"Philadelphia"	means	brotherly	
love. 

 
• It	was	located	in	a	volcanic	region	prone	to	earthquakes.	
After	a	massive	quake	in	AD	17	(mentioned	by	Roman	
historians	like	Tacitus),	many	left	the	city,	fearing	aftershocks. 

 
• The	city	was	also	a	missionary	center	for	Hellenistic	culture	
—	it	spread	the	Greek	language	and	customs	to	nearby	regions. 

 
• The	church	was	small	and	under	pressure	from	both	pagan	
society	and	hostile	Jewish	synagogues	(Revelation	3:9). 

 
Despite	this,	Jesus	offers	no	rebuke	—	only	encouragement.	This	
was	a	church	under	pressure	but	still	persevering. 
 
 
III.	Sermon	Outline 
 
1.	Jesus	Holds	the	Keys	(v.7) 
 
“The	words	of	the	holy	one,	the	true	one,	who	has	the	key	of	
David…” 
 
Background:	The	“key	of	David”	references	Isaiah	22:22,	where	
Eliakim	is	given	authority	over	the	palace	of	David.	It	
symbolizes	sovereign	control	and	authority. 



 
Jesus	declares	Himself: 
 

• Holy	(Isaiah	6:3) 
• True	(John	14:6) 
• The	one	with	the	power	to	open	and	shut	doors	(Acts	14:27) 

 
Application:	
	
When	God	opens	a	door	—	of	opportunity,	calling,	or	salvation	—	no	
one	can	shut	it.	Not	Satan.	Not	people.	Not	your	past. 
 
 
2.	The	Open	Door	of	Opportunity	(v.8) 
 
“Behold,	I	have	set	before	you	an	open	door…” 
 
Though	weak	in	numbers	or	power,	they	were	faithful	in: 
 

• Keeping	His	word 
• Not	denying	His	name 

 
Cross-reference: 
 

• 1	Corinthians	16:9	—	“A	great	door	for	effective	work	has	
opened	to	me…” 

 
• Colossians	4:3	—	“Pray…	that	God	may	open	a	door	for	our	
message…” 

 
Jesus opens mission	fields,	spiritual	growth,	and	access	to	His	kingdom. 
 
 
 
 
3.	Endurance	Despite	Weakness	(v.8b–10) 
 
“You	have	but	little	power…	yet	you	have	kept	my	word…” 
 



They	had	limited	resources	and	limited	influence,	but	unlimited	
faith. 
 
Cross-reference: 
 

• 2	Corinthians	12:9	—	“My	power	is	made	perfect	in	weakness.” 
 

• Hebrews	10:23	—	“Let	us	hold	fast…	for	He	who	promised	is	
faithful.” 

 
Jesus	commends: 
 

• Their	loyalty 
• Their	obedience 
• Their	endurance 

 
“Because	you	have	kept	my	word	about	patient	endurance…” 
 
 
4.	Vindication	and	Reward	(v.9-11) 
 
“I	will	make	them	come	and	bow	down	before	your	feet…” 
 
Enemies	will	one	day	acknowledge	the	truth.	This	reflects	Isaiah	
60:14	—	"The	sons	of	those	who	afflicted	you	shall	come	bending	
low	to	you…” 
 
“I	am	coming	soon.	Hold	fast	what	you	have…” 
 
The	command	is	not	to	do	more,	but	to	hold	on. 
 
Cross-reference: 
 

• James	1:12	—	“Blessed	is	the	one	who	remains	steadfast…” 
 

• Matthew	24:13	—	“The	one	who	endures	to	the	end	will	be	
saved.” 

 



“So	that	no	one	may	seize	your	crown…” 
It’s	not	about	salvation	loss	—	but	reward	loss.	Don’t	let	anyone	
distract	you	from	your	heavenly	prize	(Philippians	3:14). 
 
 
IV.	Conclusion:	What	Does	This	Mean	for	Us	Today? 
 

• You	may	feel	small.	You	may	feel	like	your	influence	is	
minimal.	But	Jesus	sees	your	faithfulness. 

 
• In	a	world	shaking	with	uncertainty,	He	says:	“I’ve	opened	a	
door	for	you.” 

 
• When	your	strength	is	small,	let	your	obedience	be	big. 

 
• And	when	others	mock	or	oppose,	Jesus	says:	“I	will	vindicate	
you.” 

 
• Hold	fast	—	your	crown	is	waiting. 

 
 
V.	Final	Challenge	
 
Ask: 
 

• Are	you	walking	through	the	door	God	has	opened? 
 

• Are	you	enduring,	even	when	your	strength	feels	small? 
 

• Are	you	holding	fast,	or	are	you	distracted? 
 
 


