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Eph.1:7-10 In Him! “In Christ”! 
Our text this week begins and ends with “In Christ”! What is this expressing?
Do you have any guess how many times the expression “In Christ” is in the New Testament?
What word pictures or bible illustrations might help us understand this?
What is Redemption?
There is an essential doctrine in this passage, what is it?

Eph 1:7-10 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making 
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a 
plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in Christ, things in heaven and things on earth in him.
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• Our welfare, our location, our occupation, our interests…

• Ephesians alone references “In Christ” 27x

• Ephesians 1:7 – In him we have redemption through his 
blood….

• Ephesians 1:10 - …to unite all things in Christ, things in 
heaven and things on earth in him.

“In” can describe our…

These “ins” say something about ourselves.
“In” can describe our welfare: We may be in love, in pain, in good health, in dire straits, etc.
“In” can be about our geographic location: We may be in Sydney, or in Nairobi, or in Seoul, or in 
Colorado Springs, etc.
“In” can relate that we belong to (or are positioned within) an institution or organization: We may be 
in school, in church, in hospital, in prison, etc.
“In” can tell what occupation we are in: We may be in the army, in “ministry”, in teaching, in banking, 
etc.
“In” (or more precisely, into) can tell what our passions and hobbies are: We may be into golf, into 
crafts, into astronomy, into music, etc.

Also “In Him”, in the name of Jesus Christ, believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, in our Lord Jesus 
Christ….

[Rom 8:10 ESV] 10 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life 
because of righteousness.
[2Co 13:5 ESV] 5 Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do 
you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?--unless indeed you fail to meet the 
test!
Gal 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And 
the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me.
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• The New Testament: 170x! With 90 exact phrases

• Christ is in us (believers) and we are in Him?! 
(Galatians 2:20)

“In” can describe our…
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Before we were in Christ, we were in Adam!

1st Adam and 2nd Adam

Our condition (Spiritual) 
Free Gift vs Wages of sin!

[Rom 5:14 ESV] 14 Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was 
not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.
[1Co 15:22 ESV] 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.
[1Co 15:45 ESV] 45 Thus it is written, "The first man Adam became a living being"; the last Adam 
became a life-giving spirit.
[1Co 15:47 ESV] 47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from 
heaven.
[1Co 15:47 NLT] 47 Adam, the first man, was made from the dust of the earth, while Christ, the 
second man, came from heaven.
[Rom 5:12-14 ESV] 12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death 
through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned-- 13 for sin indeed was in the world 
before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet death reigned from 
Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was 
a type of the one who was to come.
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• Adam was our representative (our Progenitor)

• Romans 5:14 – Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, 
even over those whose sinning was not like the 
transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who 
was to come, …

Federal Headship

Are you still in Adam? Or in Christ?!!
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• Romans 5:17 – For if, because of one man’s trespass, 
death reigned through that one man, much more will 
those who receive the abundance of grace and the free 
gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man
Jesus Christ.

Federal Headship
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Their sin brought Death!
And the establishment of animal sacrifices, a foreshadow of what Only Jesus could 
satisfy/Cover/Atone for
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• Genesis 3:7, 21 – “Then the eyes of both were opened, 
and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig 
leaves together and made themselves loincloths. … And 
the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments 
of skins and clothed them.”

Adam and Eve sinned

In Sin/Shame. In Covering/clothing

[Gen 3:7-12, 20-24 ESV] 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. 
And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 8 And they heard the sound 
of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD 
God called to the man and said to him, "Where are you?" 10 And he said, "I heard the sound of you 
in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself." 11 He said, "Who told you 
that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?" 12 The 
man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate." ... 
20 The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21 And the LORD 
God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 22 Then the LORD God 
said, "Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out 
his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever--" 23 therefore the LORD God sent 
him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 24 He drove out the 
man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that 
turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.

[Isa 61:10 ESV] 10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has 
clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as 
a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself 
with her jewels.

[Zec 3:4-5 ESV] 4 And the angel said to those who were standing before him, "Remove the filthy 
garments from him." And to him he said, "Behold, I have taken your iniquity away from you, and I 
will clothe you with pure vestments." 5 And I said, "Let them put a clean turban on his head." So
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they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him with garments. And the angel of 
the LORD was standing by.

[Luk 15:22 ESV] 22 But the father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, 
and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet.

[Rev 3:18 ESV] 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may 
be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of your 
nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see.

[Rom 13:14 ESV] 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 
flesh, to gratify its desires.

[Gal 3:27 ESV] 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Arthur Pink comments on the garments of skin God made for Adam and Eve: “It was 
the first Gospel sermon, preached by God Himself, not in words but in symbol and 
action. It was a setting forth of the way by which a sinful creature could return unto 
and approach his holy Creator. . . . It was a blessed illustration of substitution—the 
innocent dying in the stead of the guilty” (Gleanings in Genesis, ch. 5, § IV, Moody, 
1922, p. 44). https://www.gotquestions.org/garments-of-skin.html
“Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness” (Hebrews 9:22).
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• Isaiah 64:6 – “We have all become like one who is 
unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted 
garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the
wind, take us away.”

• Isaiah 61:10 - … “the garments of salvation…”

Adam and Eve sinned
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Prodigal son “Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him” (Luke 15:22).

[Rom 13:10, 14 ESV] 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the 
law. ... 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 
desires.

Like the Priests of Israel
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• Genesis 6:13-18 – Everything that is on the earth shall 
die. But I will establish my covenant with you, and you 
shall come into the ark (God’s wrath! Noah 
hidden/Protected)

• Genesis 6:14 – Make yourself an ark of gopher wood.
Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with
pitch.

Jesus is our Ark

[Gen 6:13-14, 17-18 ESV] 13 And God said to Noah, "I have determined to make an end of all flesh, 
for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 14 Make 
yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch. ... 17 
For behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of 
life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. 18 But I will establish my covenant with 
you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons' wives with you.

[1Pe 3:18-22 ESV] 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that 
he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which he 
went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20 because they formerly did not obey, when God's 
patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were brought safely through water. 21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, 
not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 
angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.

The Hebrew word used for "pitch" in Genesis 6:14 is kaphar (or kopher), which literally means "to 
cover" and is translated as "atonement" in many other passages of the Old Testament.
https://www.icr.org/article/9264

[Heb 10:3-4 ESV] 3 But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. 4 For it is 
impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.

[Rom 5:11 KJV] 11 And not only [so], but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom we have now received the atonement.[G2643]
[2Co 5:18-19 KJV] 18 And all things [are] of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus 
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Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;[G2643] 19 To wit, that God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.[G2643]
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• Leviticus 17:11 - …the blood that makes atonement by the 
life.

• Romans 5:11 (KJV) - …through our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom we have now received the atonement.

Jesus is our Ark
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[Gen 6:13-14, 17-18 ESV] 13 And God said to Noah, "I have determined to make an end of all flesh, 
for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 14 Make 
yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch. ... 17 
For behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of 
life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. 18 But I will establish my covenant with 
you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons' wives with you.

[1Pe 3:18-22 ESV] 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that 
he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which he 
went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20 because they formerly did not obey, when God's 
patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were brought safely through water. 21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, 
not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 
angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.
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[Col 3:1-4 ESV] 1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things 
that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who 
is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

[Col 3:5, 8-12 ESV] 5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, 
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. ... 8 But now you must put them all away: 
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing 
that you have put off the old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, 
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. 12 Put on 
then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, 
and patience,
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• Ephesians 1:7 – In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace,

• John 14:6 – Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.”

The Exclusivity of Christ – in Christ Alone!

[Jhn 3:36 ESV] 36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.
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• Acts 4:12 – “And there is salvation in no one else, for 
there is no other name under heaven given among men 
by which we must be saved.”

The Exclusivity of Christ – in Christ Alone!
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[Eph 2:1 ESV] 1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins
[Col 3:5 ESV] 5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, 
evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.
[Col 2:12 ESV] 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him 
through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead.
[Col 3:1-3 ESV] 1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things 
that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
[2Co 5:17 ESV] 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come.
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• Romans 6:8 – Now if we have died with Christ, we believe 
that we will also love with him.

• Romans 6:4 – We were buried therefore with him by
baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might 
walk in newness of life.

Baptized into Christ

[Rom 6:1-12 ESV] 1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 
By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have 
been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him 
by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like 
his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was 
crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no 
longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have 
died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised 
from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death he 
died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Let not sin therefore reign in your 
mortal body, to make you obey its passions.

[Col 2:12 ESV] 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him 
through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead.
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• Colossians 2:12 – having been buried with him in 
baptism, in which you were also raised with him through 
faith

Baptized into Christ

20



See the cross!!

[Isa 5:1-7 ESV] 1 Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved 
had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice 
vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked for it to 
yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, 
judge between me and my vineyard. 4 What more was there to do for my vineyard, that I have not 
done in it? When I looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 5 And now I will tell you 
what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its 
wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6 I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and 
briers and thorns shall grow up; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 7 For 
the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are his pleasant 
planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but behold, an outcry!
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• 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 
unless you abide in me.

• Apart from me you can do nothing.

• Every branch that does bear fruit he prunes

• Bear much fruit and so prove to be my discipes

• Abide in my love

Abide IN ME (John 15)

[Jhn 15:1-2, 4-13 ESV] 1 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me 
that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may 
bear more fruit. ... 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. 
Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 
nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me, he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide 
in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you 
bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. 
Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept 
my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 12 "This is my commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life 
for his friends.

Abide – 9x in 6 verses
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Made in His Image, yet with uniqueness. Not strangeness.
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• Someone said they were a “Gay Christian”??

• How about an Adulterous Christian, Corrupt Christian, 
Murderous Christian, Trans Christian, Pedo Christian…

• True disciples are “in Christ”, He is our Identity!

• Acts 11:26 – and when he had found him, he brought him 
to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and 
taught a great many people. And in Antioch the disciples 
were first called Christians.

I am Defined by…redemption…forgiveness

[Eph 1:7-10 ESV] 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 
making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 
10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in Christ, things in heaven and things on 
earth in him.
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• Instead of in Adam

• In Christ’s lamb’s skin, clothed in righteousness. Put on!

• In Christ, our Ark!

• In Christ Alone! Solus Christus! All our eggs in 1 basket!

• In Baptism…In Christ…Resurrected with Him!

• In Jesus, the Vine! Abide!

• The Body of Christ!

In Christ

Symbolically/Representatively, Metaphorically
Spiritually! 
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This picture is made up of MANY individual pics of people

[Eph 1:10 ESV] 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in Christ, things in heaven 
and things on earth in him.

[Eph 3:6 ESV] 6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and 
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
[Col 1:18-19, 24 ESV] 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of 
God was pleased to dwell, ... 24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am 
filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church,

[Col 2:6-7, 9, 12 ESV] 6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted 
and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 
... 9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, ... 12 having been buried with him in 
baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who 
raised him from the dead.
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[Gal 2:20 ESV] 20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in 
me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me.
[Rom 6:4 ESV] 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.
[1Co 12:13 ESV] 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--Jews or Greeks, slaves or 
free--and all were made to drink of one Spirit.
[Rom 6:5 ESV] 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united 
with him in a resurrection like his.
[Jhn 10:10 ESV] 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 
life and have it abundantly.
[Isa 53:5 ESV] 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon 
him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.
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