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Eph.1:11-12 By His Grace, for His Glory

[Eph 1:11-12 ESV] – 11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so 
that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory.
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Last weeks Message: In Christ!

I cannot endure the sight of God Until I see Him in Christ!
And God cannot bear the sight of Me till He sees me IN Christ

Exodus 19:12
Exodus 20:18-21: Fear and Trembling
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• Ephesians 1:12 – “we who were the first to hope in Christ”

• Ephesians 2:12 – remember that you were at that time 
separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth 
of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, 
having no hope and without God in the world.

• I Corinthians 15:19 – If in Christ we have hope in this life 
only, we are of all people most to be pitied.

Hope!

[Lam 3:21-24 ESV] – 21 But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: 22 The steadfast love of 
the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 23 they are new every morning; great is 
your faithfulness. 24 "The LORD is my portion," says my soul, "therefore I will hope in him.“

[Rom 4:18 ESV] – 18 In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many 
nations, as he had been told, "So shall your offspring be."
[Rom 5:2 ESV] – 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 
stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
Rom 8:20, 24 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who 
subjected it, in hope ... 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 
who hopes for what he sees?
[Rom 12:12 ESV] – 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.
[Rom 15:13 ESV] – 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
[1Co 13:13 ESV] – 13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is 
love.
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Matt Papa quote

Beholding should be first and forever!

Indicatives then Imperatives!

Christianity’s 1st call is NOT Behave! But Behold!
author and pastor Jared Wilson says, “The essence of the Christian message is not ‘Behave!’ but 
‘Behold!’”6

Christianity’s misbegotten step-cousin, Christian Moralistic Therapeutic Deism.”3
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• Ephesians 1:11 – In him we have obtained an inheritance, 
having been predestined according to the purpose of him 
who works all things according to the counsel of his will,

• Ephesians 1:6 – “to the praise of his glorious grace”

• Ephesians 1:12 – so that we who were the first to hope in 
Christ might be “to the praise of his glory.” For His Glory!

• Ephesians 1:14 – “to the praise of his glory.”

To the praise of his glorious grace!! By His Grace!

Verse 12 will be our focus this week since we already covered it a couple of times!

What does it mean – For His Glory?

By His Grace! For His Glory! 3x in 8 vs

[Eph 1:12, 14, 17 ESV] – 12 so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of 
his glory. ... 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the 
praise of his glory. ... 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the 
Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him,
[Eph 3:13, 16, 21 ESV] – 13 So I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is 
your glory. ... 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with 
power through his Spirit in your inner being, ... 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
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To God be the Glory!
1 To God be the glory, great things He hath done,
so loved He the world that He gave us His Son,
who yielded His life an atonement for sin,
and opened the life-gate that all may go in.

Refrain:
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,
and give Him the glory, great things He hath done.

2 O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
to ev'ry believer the promise of God;
the vilest offender who truly believes,
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• Sola Scriptura – 2 Timothy 3:16-17 – Over Traditions & 
Experiences

• Sola Christus – John 14:6 – No other gods & Not my 
works!

• Sola Gratia – Ephesians 2:8-9 – He saw nothing good in
me! Gift!

5 Solas of the Reformation!

• A spiritual progression, different presentations may order this list differently but they all end 
similarly with Glory to God Alone! Not because its last in importance but because it is Alone 
the goal of them all!

Grace alone – Our Only Method. Our justification and Salvation are both solely by the Sovereign 
Grace of God and NOT dependent on any action or condition man provides
Faith alone – Our only Means. Our Justification before God is Not by Works!! Not by Our works! 
Monergism, not synergism! 
Christ alone – Our only Mediator.  Because Jesus Christ is the sole mediator between God and 
Man, Salvation is possible Only by HIS death and Resurrection. Pray to Jesus alone! Not Mary and 
Saints. RCC cant save!
Scripture Alone – Our Only Foundation. The Bible is the only Infallible and Sufficient rule for 
governing issues of life and godliness
Glory of God alone – Our only Ambition. The Purpose of our creation is to bring glory to God. All 
glory and Honour is due to God alone.

Saved BY Grace alone, Through Faith Alone, IN Christ Alone according to Scripture alone for the 
Glory of God alone!

Scripture – Ex.39-40, Lk.11:28
Christ – 1Tim.2:5
Grace – Rom.11:6
Faith – Hab.2:4, Rom.1:17, Gal.3:11, Heb.10:38
Glory – Isa.42:8, 48:11
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• Sola Fide – Romans 5:1-2 – I am saved by works, Just 
His!!

• Soli Deo Gloria – Revelation 4:11 – I exist for God, not 
Him for me

• Saved BY Grace alone, through Faith alone, IN Christ
alone, according to Scripture alone for the Glory of God 
alone!

5 Solas of the Reformation!
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Ill be Bach!

Johann Sebastian Bach, the famous and solidly Lutheran composer, knew grief intimately. He lost 
his first wife, Maria Barbara, unexpectedly while he was away. 
He remarried, but out of 20 children, at least 10 never reached adulthood. Eleven times, he buried a 
child he had loved and nurtured.
How did he endure so much loss and still create cantatas, cello suites, masses, and concertos 
that would define classical music?
Bach found strength in his faith. At the beginning of many compositions, he wrote “J.J.” (Jesu 
Juva, “Lord help me”), and at the end, he often signed “S.D.G.” (Soli Deo Gloria, “Glory to God alone”). 
To him, music wasn’t just sound—it was prayer. It was how he processed sorrow, how he found 
hope, and how he spoke to God.
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• Exaltation – Praise! Glory to God Alone – SDG!

• Worship! Loving God with All… the 1st Greatest Commandment

• “Man’s chief end it to glorify God and enjoy him forever.”

• Studying, Beholding, Singing, Praising, Serving, Giving…

• Edification – Loving “1 Another”, Building up!

• Evangelism – Loving the Lost, Showing them His Glory!

3 “E”s of FBC

Exaltation we will enjoy endlessly forever! 

Studying, Beholding, Singing, Praising, Serving, Giving, Thanking in ever thing

Westminster Shorter Catechism: Contains 107 questions and answers. Westminster Larger 
Catechism: Contains 196 questions and answers. 
explaining the opening lines of the Westminster Shorter Catechism. The opening question, in the 
language of the 17th century, asks, “What is the chief end of man?” The catechist is then to 
respond, “Man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy him forever.”
Our Grand Obligation
Glorify God by Enjoying Him Forever

God is most glorified in us when we are the most satisfied in him.

[Rom 11:33, 36 ESV] – 33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! ... 36 For from him and through him 
and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.
[Rom 12:1-2 ESV] – 1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
[1Co 10:31 ESV] – 31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

59 specific "one another" commands in the New Testament
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Exaltation
‘Edification’
Evangelism  
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Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship IS!
Missions exists because Worship doesn’t. 
John Piper
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In our universe there is God and there are people and things. We were made so that we should 
Worship God, love people and use things. However if we worship ourselves (as so many do), we will 
ignore God, start loving things and begin to use people!
Warren Wiersbe
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• Moses begged! (Exodus 33:18) “Please show me your glory.”

• David said it was the 1 thing he desired! (Psalm 27:4)

• Isaiah was humbled and compelled by it! (Isaiah 6:1)

• The Disciples wanted to live beholding it! (Matthew 17:1)

• John foretells it is the ultimate heaven! (Revelation 4:11, 21-23)

• We cannot presently fully enjoy his glory! (2 Corinthians 3:18)

The Glory of God

[Psa 27:4 One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of 
the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple.

[Exo 33:12-23 ESV] – 12 Moses said to the LORD, "See, you say to me, 'Bring up this people,' but 
you have not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, 'I know you by name, 
and you have also found favor in my sight.' 13 Now therefore, if I have found favor in your sight, 
please show me now your ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your sight. Consider 
too that this nation is your people." 14 And he said, "My presence will go with you, and I will give 
you rest." 15 And he said to him, "If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from 
here. 16 For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people? Is it not 
in your going with us, so that we are distinct, I and your people, from every other people on the 
face of the earth?" 17 And the LORD said to Moses, "This very thing that you have spoken I will do, 
for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name." 18 Moses said, "Please show me 
your glory." 19 And he said, "I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before 
you my name 'The LORD.' And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on 
whom I will show mercy. 20 But," he said, "you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and 
live." 21 And the LORD said, "Behold, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock, 22 
and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand 
until I have passed by. 23 Then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face 
shall not be seen.“

[Isa 6:1-8 ESV] – 1 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six 
wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And 
one called to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his 
glory!" 4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house 
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was filled with smoke. 5 And I said: "Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have 
seen the King, the LORD of hosts!" 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in 
his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched 
my mouth and said: "Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and 
your sin atoned for." 8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us?" Then I said, "Here I am! Send me.“

[Mat 17:1-13 ESV] – 1 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and 
John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 And he was 
transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became 
white as light. 3 And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with 
him. 4 And Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will 
make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah." 5 He was 
still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the 
cloud said, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him." 6 
When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 7 But Jesus 
came and touched them, saying, "Rise, and have no fear." 8 And when they lifted up
their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. 9 And as they were coming down the 
mountain, Jesus commanded them, "Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is 
raised from the dead." 10 And the disciples asked him, "Then why do the scribes say 
that first Elijah must come?" 11 He answered, "Elijah does come, and he will restore 
all things. 12 But I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize 
him, but did to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son of Man will certainly 
suffer at their hands." 13 Then the disciples understood that he was speaking to 
them of John the Baptist.

[Jhn 1:14 ESV] – 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
[1Jo 1:1-4 ESV] – 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which 
we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, 
concerning the word of life-- 2 the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and 
testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was 
made manifest to us-- 3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, 
so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the 
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4 And we are writing these things so that our 
joy may be complete.
[2Pe 1:16-21 ESV] – 16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made 
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For when he received honor and glory from God the 
Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, "This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased," 18 we ourselves heard this very voice borne from 
heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. 19 And we have the prophetic 
word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp 
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shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 
20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own 
interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men 
spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

[Rev 1:6 ESV] – 6 and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be 
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
[Rev 4:9, 11 ESV] – 9 And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and 
thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, ... 11 "Worthy 
are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all 
things, and by your will they existed and were created."
[Rev 5:12-13 ESV] – 12 saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!" 
13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the 
sea, and all that is in them, saying, "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be 
blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!"
[Rev 7:12 ESV] – 12 saying, "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving 
and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen."
[Rev 11:13 And at that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. 
Seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and 
gave glory to the God of heaven.
[Rev 14:7 ESV] – 7 And he said with a loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, 
because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and 
earth, the sea and the springs of water."
[Rev 19:1, 7 ESV] – 1 After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great 
multitude in heaven, crying out, "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to 
our God, ... 7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the 
Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready;
[Rev 21:11, 23-24, 26 ESV] – 11 having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare 
jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. ... 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to 
shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By its light 
will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, ... 26 They 
will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations.

[2Co 3:7-18 ESV] – 7 Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came 
with such glory that the Israelites could not gaze at Moses' face because of its glory, 
which was being brought to an end, 8 will not the ministry of the Spirit have even 
more glory? 9 For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of 
righteousness must far exceed it in glory. 10 Indeed, in this case, what once had glory 
has come to have no glory at all, because of the glory that surpasses it. 11 For if what 
was being brought to an end came with glory, much more will what is permanent 
have glory. 12 Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13 not like Moses, who 
would put a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of 
what was being brought to an end. 14 But their minds were hardened. For to this day, 
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when they read the old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only 
through Christ is it taken away. 15 Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies 
over their hearts. 16 But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. 17 Now the 
Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, 
with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who 
is the Spirit.

[Psa 73:25-26 ESV] – 25 Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on 
earth that I desire besides you. 26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the 
strength of my heart and my portion forever.
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“We are all starved for the glory of God, not self. No one goes to the Grand Canyon to increase self-
esteem. Why do we go? Because there is greater healing for the soul in beholding splendor than 
there is in beholding self.”
— John Piper
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Spiritual delight in God arises chiefly from his beauty and perfection, not from the blessings he gives 
us.
Jonathan Edwards

In other words. If you only love God for what He does for you, you merely love yourself and feel 
endorsed that God agrees that you deserve it! Hence, how do you respond when He doesn’t bless 
you?!
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God is not moved or impressed with our worship until our hearts are moved and impressed by Him!
Kelly Sparks'
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Christians believe that worship is the highest and noblest activity of which man, by the grace of God, 
is capable.
John Stott
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Worship is love responding to Love.
Judson Cornwall
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Unless men see a beauty and delight in the worship of God, they will not do it willingly.
John Owen

“The more I see of the glory of Christ, the more the painted beauties of this world will wither in my 
eyes.”

“To those to whom Christ is the hope of future glory, he is also the life of present grace.”
— John Owen
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True worship is constant, inner praise to the God of scripture, expressed in prayer, in song, in 
service, in giving, and in living.

Worship is not /relegated/contained/reserved only for Sundays! But for every true believer everyday, 
personally, and every week corporately!
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If worship does not propel us into greater obedience, it has not been worship! TO stand before the 
Holy One of Eternity is to change! 
Richard Foster
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[Psa 99:9 ESV] – 9 Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy mountain; for the LORD our God 
is holy!

When worship becomes a performance, the church becomes a stage and God is no longer the 
audience!

24



God created the universe with a word of His power, and even the galaxies are like dust before Him. 
Is this the kind of person you ask into your life to be your personal concierge/assistant? Tim Keller

If the gospel we preach does not Exalt God, Magnify Christ, and humble man. It is not the gospel! 
Steven Lawson
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TO love you (others) as I should, I must worship God as creator.
C.S. Lewis

In other words, Loving mere mortals requires longsuffering and endurance, that can only be found in 
Gods grace and mercy which He has given me!
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What's closest to your heart is what you talk about, and IF God is close to your heart, you Will talk 
about Him!
A.W.Tozer
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While it's simplistic to say that Worship is love,
It’s a Fact that what we love Most will determine what we genuinely Worship!
Bon KAuflin
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Isn't it a comfort to worship a God we cannot exaggerate
Francis Chan
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Washed Jesus feet wit, h her hair, tears Luke 7:36–50John 12:1–8, Matthew 26:6–13, Mark 14:3–9
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Jn.8 Adulterous woman
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[Psa 115:1 ESV] – 1 Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the sake of your 
steadfast love and your faithfulness!
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[1Co 11:23-24 ESV] – 23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord 
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke 
it, and said, "This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me."
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[1Co 11:25-26 ESV] – 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, "This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26 For as 
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
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