I was Blind
but Now I
see:
Reasons

to Believe

Answering fools
with facts and Faith

Reasons to Believe God is good when there’s suffering

When natural calamities happen they're called "Acts of God" but why aren't they when
good things happen? Ja.1:16-17, Isa. 45:7, Eccl.7:14

How could Job declare such praise in the midst of such horrific suffering? Job 1:21 "The
LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD"

Do you find yourself struggling to answer perhaps the most difficult question asked by the
doubters and scoffers? "If God is good, why does He allow suffering"? What's your answer?
Much suffering is due to the evil of men! Even some of God's most faithful servants
struggled to understand "Why"! Hab 1:2 "How long, LORD, have | called for help, And You
do not hear? | cry out to You, "Violence!" Yet You do not save. 13 Why are You silent when
the wicked swallow up

Those more righteous than they?

When you or those you love, suffer, how do you deal with it?

We have attached the classic age-old argument of a Greek philosopher, how do you
address this fatalistic argument against God from Epicurus? See attached graphic



Reasons to
Believe God is
good when

there’s suflfering
Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me
good? No one is good except God alone.

Luke 18:19

1Ti 4:4 NASB20 - For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is
received with gratitude;

Gen 1:31 NASB20 - And God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good. And
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Deu 32:4 NASB20 - "The Rock! His work is perfect, For all His ways are just; A God of
faithfulness and without injustice, Righteous and just is He.

Act 11:8 NASB20 - "But | said, 'By no means, Lord, for nothing unholy or unclean has ever
entered my mouth.'

Act 11:9 NASB20 - "But a voice from heaven answered a second time, 'What God has
cleansed, no longer consider unholy.’

Where does the Bible say God is good?

Jas 1:16 NASB20 - Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers and sisters.

Jas 1:17 NASB20 - Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.

Jer 29:11 NASB20 - 'For | know the plans that | have for you,' declares the LORD, 'plans for
prosperity and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.

Luk 18:19 NASB20 - But Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good
except God alone.



Natural Evil:
Disease, illness...
Weather, storms...
quakes, volcanos...

Moral Evil:

Murder, war, theft..
Slavery, tyranny...
Rape, lying, cruelty...

Reasons to Believe God is good when there’s suffering

Why do bad things happen to good people? How do we define bad? Especially IF you are
an Evolutionist or Atheist? There is NO good or bad, there just is. Actually Evolution and
Mother Earth may be cleanings itself of the spreading disease of man

Natural includes genetic defects,
Weather: snow, tornados, hurricanes, lightning,
Plagues, droughts, fires...

Where is Spiritual or cosmic evil in this, this is only horizontal between men
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If implies you doubt God exists, so there is no evil and no need to ask forgiveness.
Its merely Survival of the fittest.



,':’ya "1Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able?
, Then He is not omnipotent.
Is He able, but not willing?
Then He is malevolent.

Is He both able and willing?

Then whence cometh evil?

Is He neither able nor willing?

Then why call Him God?"

-Epicurus




Can you Explain Suffering?

Epicurus born 341 BC.

Plato Died 348/347 BC

Aristotle Died 322 BC

Epicurus died a slow and painful death in 270 BC at the age of seventy-two from a stone
blockage of his urinary tract.

Reportedly prolonged suffering from kidney stones at the time?
http://www.ancientgreece.com/s/People/Epicurus/

| have written this letter to you on a happy day to me, which is also the last day of my life.
For | have been attacked by a painful inability to urinate, and also dysentery, so violent that
nothing can be added to the violence of my sufferings. But the cheerfulness of my mind,
which comes from the recollection of all my philosophical contemplation, counterbalances
all these afflictions. And | beg you to take care of the children of Metrodorus, in a manner
worthy of the devotion shown by the young man to me, and to philosophy.[37]
Epicureanism ultimately led to Hedonism

Act 17:18 NASB20 - And some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers as well were
conversing with him. Some were saying, "What could this scavenger of tidbits want to say?"
Others, "He seems to be a proclaimer of strange deities,"--because he was preaching Jesus
and the resurrection.



1Co 15:31 NASB20 - | affirm, brothers and sisters, by the boasting in you which | have in
Christ Jesus our Lord, that | die daily.

1Co 15:32 NASB20 - If from human motives | fought with wild beasts at Ephesus, what good
is it to me? If the dead are not raised, LET'S EAT AND DRINK, FOR TOMORROW WE DIE.

1Co 15:33 NASB20 - Do not be deceived: "Bad company corrupts good morals."

1Co 15:34 NASB20 - Sober up morally and stop sinning, for some have no knowledge of God.
| say this to your shame.

Ecc 2:24 NASB20 - There is nothing better for a person than to eat and drink, and show
himself some good in his trouble. This too | have seen, that it is from the hand of God.

Ecc 11:9 NASB20 - Rejoice, young man, during your childhood, and let your heart be pleasant
during the days of young manhood. And follow the impulses of your heart and the desires of
your eyes. Yet know that God will bring you to judgment for all these things.

Isa 22:13 NASB20 - Instead, there is joy and jubilation, Killing of cattle and slaughtering of
sheep, Eating of meat and drinking of wine: "Let's eat and drink, for tomorrow we may die."
Isa 56:12 NASB20 - "Come," they say, "let's get wine, and let's drink heavily of intoxicating
drink; And tomorrow will be like today, only more so."

Luk 12:19 NASB20 - 'And | will say to myself, "You have many goods stored up for many years
to come; relax, eat, drink, and enjoy yourself!*

Luk 17:27 NASB20 - people were eating, they were drinking, they were marrying, and they
were being given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came
and destroyed them all.

Jas 5:5 NASB20 - You have lived for pleasure on the earth and lived luxuriously; you have
fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.

Rom 1:22 NASB20 - Claiming to be wise, they became fools,

1Co 1:20 NASB20 - Where is the wise person? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of
this age? Has God not made foolish the wisdom of the world?

1Co 1:21 NASB20 - For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not
come to know God, God was pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to
save those who believe.

Col 2:8 NASB20 - See to it that there is no one who takes you captive through philosophy and
empty deception in accordance with human tradition, in accordance with the elementary
principles of the world, rather than in accordance with Christ.

Pro 26:12 NASB20 - Do you see a person wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool
than for him.



Can you Explain Suffering?

*Epicurus — Greek philosopher

Epicurus born 341 BC.

Plato Died 348/347 BC

Aristotle Died 322 BC

Epicurus died a slow and painful death in 270 BC at the age of seventy-two from a stone
blockage of his urinary tract.

Reportedly prolonged suffering from kidney stones at the time?
http://www.ancientgreece.com/s/People/Epicurus/
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which comes from the recollection of all my philosophical contemplation, counterbalances
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*Acts 17:18 Paul encountered them
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Isaiah 22:13
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during the days of young manhood. And follow the impulses of your heart and the desires of
your eyes. Yet know that God will bring you to judgment for all these things.
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MY ARGUMENT AGAINST GOD WAS THAT
THE UNIVERSE SEEMED SO CRUEL AND
UNJUST. BUT HOW HAD 1 GOT THIS IDEA OF JUST
AND UNJUST? A MAN DOES NOT CALLALINE

CROOKED UNLESS HE HAS SOME IDEAOF A
STRAIGHT LINE. WHAT WAS | COMPARING THIS
UNIVERSE WITH WHEN I CALLED IT UNJUST?
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The Blasphemy’s

God is powerless to prevent Evil, therefore He is not god

Epicurus is playing God!
Who gives him the right to dictate How God Himself must work?
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The Blasphemy’s

*God isn’t Omnipotent — He hasn’t
prevented evil

God is powerless to prevent Evil, therefore He is not god

Epicurus is playing God!
Who gives him the right to dictate How God Himself must work?
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The Blasphemy’s

*God isn’t Omnipotent — He hasn’t
prevented evil

God isn’t good, he’s able but unwilling,
therefore malevolent

God is powerless to prevent Evil, therefore He is not god

Epicurus is playing God!
Who gives him the right to dictate How God Himself must work?
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The Blasphemy’s

*God isn’t Omnipotent — He hasn’t
prevented evil

God isn’t good, he’s able but unwilling,
therefore malevolent

*He is Evil! If He is Sovereign and Powerful

God is powerless to prevent Evil, therefore He is not god

Epicurus is playing God!
Who gives him the right to dictate How God Himself must work?
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The Blasphemy’s

God isn’t good, he’s able but unwilling,
therefore malevolent

*He is Evil! If He is Sovereign and Powerful
*Therefore, | wont worship Him

God is powerless to prevent Evil, therefore He is not god

Epicurus is playing God!
Who gives him the right to dictate How God Himself must work?
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God never really answered Job!

He asked Job questions that made him shut up!

Job 30:20 NASB20 - "l cry out to You for help, but You do not answer me; | stand up, and
You turn Your attention against me.

Job 31:35 NASB20 - "Oh that | had one to hear me! Here is my signature; Let the Almighty
answer me! And the indictment which my adversary has written,

Job 13:3 NASB20 - "But | would speak to the Almighty, And | desire to argue with God.
Job 23:3 NASB20 - "Oh that | knew how to find Him, That | might come to His home!

Job 23:4 NASB20 - "l would present my case before Him And fill my mouth with arguments.

Job 23:5 NASB20 - "l would learn the words which He would answer, And perceive what He
would tell me.

Job 23:6 NASB20 - "Would He contend with me by the greatness of His power? No, surely
He would pay attention to me.

Job 23:7 NASB20 - "There the upright would argue with Him; And | would be free of my
Judge forever.

Job 38:1 NASB20 - Then the LORD answered Job from the whirlwind and said,

Job 38:2 NASB20 - "Who is this who darkens the divine plan By words without
knowledge?

Job 38:3 NASB20 - "Now tighten the belt on your waist like a man, And | shall ask you,
and you inform Me!
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Job 40:4 NASB20 - "Behold, | am insignificant; what can | say in response to You? | put my
hand on my mouth.

Job 40:5 NASB20 - "I have spoken once, and | will not reply; Or twice, and | will add
nothing more."
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Wrong presuppositions

Like a lawyer: Do you enjoy beating your wife?

God doesn’t answer to you! Ask Job!!

God doesn’t OWE us! We Owe Him!!! God doesn’t serve us, we serve Him!
Well He does owe us — Eternal wrath! Yet offers grace!

It ignores the bigger problem by assuming the opposite — man is evil!
Who do you think you are?!!!
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Wrong presuppositions

*God doesn’t answer to you!

Like a lawyer: Do you enjoy beating your wife?

God doesn’t answer to you! Ask Job!!

God doesn’t OWE us! We Owe Him!!! God doesn’t serve us, we serve Him!
Well He does owe us — Eternal wrath! Yet offers grace!

It ignores the bigger problem by assuming the opposite — man is evil!
Who do you think you are?!!!
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Wrong presuppositions

God doesn’t answer to you!
*God invites inquiry, not indictment

Like a lawyer: Do you enjoy beating your wife?

God doesn’t answer to you! Ask Job!!

God doesn’t OWE us! We Owe Him!!! God doesn’t serve us, we serve Him!
Well He does owe us — Eternal wrath! Yet offers grace!

It ignores the bigger problem by assuming the opposite — man is evil!
Who do you think you are?!!!
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Wrong presuppositions

God doesn’t answer to you!
*God invites inquiry, not indictment
*God doesn’t OWE us anything good

Like a lawyer: Do you enjoy beating your wife?

God doesn’t answer to you! Ask Job!!

God doesn’t OWE us! We Owe Him!!! God doesn’t serve us, we serve Him!
Well He does owe us — Eternal wrath! Yet offers grace!

It ignores the bigger problem by assuming the opposite — man is evil!
Who do you think you are?!!!
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Wrong presuppositions

*God invites inquiry, not indictment
*God doesn’t OWE us anything good

- Assumes Epicurus is THE Moral authority!
Epicurus judged God!

Like a lawyer: Do you enjoy beating your wife?

God doesn’t answer to you! Ask Job!!

God doesn’t OWE us! We Owe Him!!! God doesn’t serve us, we serve Him!
Well He does owe us — Eternal wrath! Yet offers grace!

It ignores the bigger problem by assuming the opposite — man is evil!
Who do you think you are?!!!
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Wrong presuppositions

*God doesn’t OWE us anything good

- Assumes Epicurus is THE Moral authority!
Epicurus judged God!

*Epicurus’ question doesn’t resolve the
problem of Evil!! It only criticizes God!
Excuses hedonism

Like a lawyer: Do you enjoy beating your wife?

God doesn’t answer to you! Ask Job!!

God doesn’t OWE us! We Owe Him!!! God doesn’t serve us, we serve Him!
Well He does owe us — Eternal wrath! Yet offers grace!

It ignores the bigger problem by assuming the opposite — man is evil!
Who do you think you are?!!!
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It's like praisir

all the .» it

EA. Bucchianeri = .

@ cuotefancy

Don’t know this guy, BUT he's right!

Whenever you don’t thank God for all the good that happens, you:

1.
2.
3.

Show disrespectful ingratitude

Imply arrogant Entitlement

Miss the reliance we have on Him and seeing the correlation of His blessings from his
goodness
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|'ve discovered most
Christians don't know what
to do with difficult situations

1 Peter 4:12
Beloved, do not be

because they have bought surprised at the fiery
into the lie that God owes us ordeal among you,

(for our good behaviour). which comes upon you

The reality of life is that if for your testing, as
you live long enough you are though something

going to bleed, cry and hurt.
AND God is still God IN that.

Matt Chandler

strange were
happening to you

Do you have a works oriented view of salvation?

1Pe 4:12 KJV - Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as
though some strange thing happened unto you:

1Pe 1:7 KJV - That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at
the appearing of Jesus Christ:

1Th 3:4 KJV - For verily, when we were with you, we told you before that we should suffer
tribulation; even as it came to pass, and ye know.

2Ti 3:12 KJV - Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
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"We do not desire hell, but we do desire evil.

. ; Epi ’ oth ’
The problem is that hell is picurus’ other,

sneaky

the appointed conse- Presubbosition is
quence of evil. We desire that Hzpwan ts the
evil without hell and

fruit of the Spirit
without the
indwelling of God
and the pleasures of
sin without the
interference of God!

heaven without God. This
is the quintessential fool's
errand. The pursuit of evil
is the road to hell. The
pursuit of God is the road
to heaven."

=
o
[
o
()]

R.C-

Epicurus’ other, sneaky Presupposition is that He wants the fruit of the Spirit without the
indwelling of God and the pleasures of sin without the interference of God!

He doesn’t want God! He wants what He wants!

Isa 30:9 NASB20 - For this is a rebellious people, false sons, Sons who refuse to listen To the
instruction of the LORD;

Isa 30:10 NASB20 - Who say to the seers, "You must not see visions"; And to the prophets,
"You must not prophesy the truth to us. Speak to us pleasant words, Prophesy illusions.

Isa 30:11 NASB20 - "Get out of the way, turn aside from the path, Stop speaking before us
about the Holy One of Israel!”
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“Why do bad things happen to

— LN CYE  Whenever you
N ek That only doubt the justice,

goodness, or
Sovereignty of God,
once, look again to the
and cross and thank
Him!

happened

R.C. SPROUL

He took Gods wrath for your sin! Jesus took the ONLY real Injustice so you could avoid it!
He is more than good, He is merciful and His grace is Amazing!
He is Sovereign, or you would fall out of His favor and love!

Preach the cross to yourself daily, it may not answer all your questions, but it answers
the most important one and makes all the others irrelevant!
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God must vanquish Evil

Now, Ask Epicurus If God must vanquish Evil Immediately, then He would have
vanquished Epicurus before he even spoke!
God will prevent Evil...one day! Just not today or He will have to deal with you and me!

Yes, God must vanquish Evil, but when? The longsuffering of God and the grace of God
are the answer to Evil giving room for our redemption!!

And one day, very soon, HE WILL vanquish Evil! And Yet men accuse Him of being unfair!
Evil will be forever contained and punished and His elect will never again suffer it!!

Jer 2:19 NASB20 - "Your own wickedness will correct you, And your apostasies will punish
you; Know therefore and see that it is evil and bitter For you to abandon the LORD your
God, And the fear of Me is not in you," declares the Lord GOD of armies.

Mat 25:41 NASB20 - "Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, you
accursed people, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;

Psa 5:4 NASB20 - For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; No evil can
dwell with You.

Jer 13:23 NASB20 - "Can the Ethiopian change his skin, Or the leopard his spots? Then you
as well can do good Who are accustomed to doing evil.
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Hab 1:13 NASB20 - Your eyes are too pure to look at evil, And You cannot look at harm
favorably. Why do You look favorably At those who deal treacherously? Why are You silent
when the wicked swallow up Those more righteous than they?

Mat 12:33 NASB20 - "Either assume the tree to be good as well as its fruit good, or assume
the tree to be bad as well as its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit.

Mat 12:34 NASB20 - "You offspring of vipers, how can you, being evil, express any good
things? For the mouth speaks from that which fills the heart.

Mat 12:35 NASB20 - "The good person brings out of his good treasure good things; and the
evil person brings out of his evil treasure evil things.

Mat 12:36 NASB20 - "But | tell you that for every careless word that people speak, they will
give an account of it on the day of judgment.

Mat 12:37 NASB20 - "For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be
condemned."

Mat 7:11 NASB20 - "So if you, despite being evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who
ask Him!

Rev 7:17 NASB20 - for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will
guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes."

Rev 21:4 NASB20 - and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer

be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have
passed away."
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God must vanquish Evil!?!

Psalm 5:4 For You are not a God who takes
pleasure in wickedness; No evil can dwell
with You.

Now, Ask Epicurus If God must vanquish Evil Immediately, then He would have
vanquished Epicurus before he even spoke!
God will prevent Evil...one day! Just not today or He will have to deal with you and me!

Yes, God must vanquish Evil, but when? The longsuffering of God and the grace of God
are the answer to Evil giving room for our redemption!!

And one day, very soon, HE WILL vanquish Evil! And Yet men accuse Him of being unfair!
Evil will be forever contained and punished and His elect will never again suffer it!!

Jer 2:19 NASB20 - "Your own wickedness will correct you, And your apostasies will punish
you; Know therefore and see that it is evil and bitter For you to abandon the LORD your
God, And the fear of Me is not in you," declares the Lord GOD of armies.

Mat 25:41 NASB20 - "Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, you
accursed people, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;

Psa 5:4 NASB20 - For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; No evil can
dwell with You.

Jer 13:23 NASB20 - "Can the Ethiopian change his skin, Or the leopard his spots? Then you
as well can do good Who are accustomed to doing evil.
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Hab 1:13 NASB20 - Your eyes are too pure to look at evil, And You cannot look at harm
favorably. Why do You look favorably At those who deal treacherously? Why are You silent
when the wicked swallow up Those more righteous than they?

Mat 12:33 NASB20 - "Either assume the tree to be good as well as its fruit good, or assume
the tree to be bad as well as its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit.

Mat 12:34 NASB20 - "You offspring of vipers, how can you, being evil, express any good
things? For the mouth speaks from that which fills the heart.

Mat 12:35 NASB20 - "The good person brings out of his good treasure good things; and the
evil person brings out of his evil treasure evil things.

Mat 12:36 NASB20 - "But | tell you that for every careless word that people speak, they will
give an account of it on the day of judgment.

Mat 12:37 NASB20 - "For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be
condemned."

Mat 7:11 NASB20 - "So if you, despite being evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who
ask Him!

Rev 7:17 NASB20 - for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will
guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes."

Rev 21:4 NASB20 - and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer

be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have
passed away."

31



God must vanquish Evil!?!

*Psalm 5:4 For You are not a God who takes
pleasure in wickedness; No evil can dwell
with You.

*Matthew 7:11 "So if you, despite being evil,
know how to give good gifts to your
children...”

Now, Ask Epicurus If God must vanquish Evil Immediately, then He would have
vanquished Epicurus before he even spoke!
God will prevent Evil...one day! Just not today or He will have to deal with you and me!

Yes, God must vanquish Evil, but when? The longsuffering of God and the grace of God
are the answer to Evil giving room for our redemption!!

And one day, very soon, HE WILL vanquish Evil! And Yet men accuse Him of being unfair!
Evil will be forever contained and punished and His elect will never again suffer it!!

Jer 2:19 NASB20 - "Your own wickedness will correct you, And your apostasies will punish
you; Know therefore and see that it is evil and bitter For you to abandon the LORD your
God, And the fear of Me is not in you," declares the Lord GOD of armies.

Mat 25:41 NASB20 - "Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, you
accursed people, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;

Psa 5:4 NASB20 - For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; No evil can
dwell with You.

Jer 13:23 NASB20 - "Can the Ethiopian change his skin, Or the leopard his spots? Then you
as well can do good Who are accustomed to doing evil.
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Hab 1:13 NASB20 - Your eyes are too pure to look at evil, And You cannot look at harm
favorably. Why do You look favorably At those who deal treacherously? Why are You silent
when the wicked swallow up Those more righteous than they?

Mat 12:33 NASB20 - "Either assume the tree to be good as well as its fruit good, or assume
the tree to be bad as well as its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit.

Mat 12:34 NASB20 - "You offspring of vipers, how can you, being evil, express any good
things? For the mouth speaks from that which fills the heart.

Mat 12:35 NASB20 - "The good person brings out of his good treasure good things; and the
evil person brings out of his evil treasure evil things.

Mat 12:36 NASB20 - "But | tell you that for every careless word that people speak, they will
give an account of it on the day of judgment.

Mat 12:37 NASB20 - "For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be
condemned."

Mat 7:11 NASB20 - "So if you, despite being evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who
ask Him!

Rev 7:17 NASB20 - for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will
guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes."

Rev 21:4 NASB20 - and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer

be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have
passed away."
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God must vanquish Evil!?!

Psalm 5:4 For You are not a God who takes
pleasure in wickedness; No evil can dwell
with You.

*Matthew 7:11 "So if you, despite being evil,
know how to give good gifts to your
children...”

*Man is Evil. The curse of sin - death

Now, Ask Epicurus If God must vanquish Evil Immediately, then He would have
vanquished Epicurus before he even spoke!
God will prevent Evil...one day! Just not today or He will have to deal with you and me!

Yes, God must vanquish Evil, but when? The longsuffering of God and the grace of God
are the answer to Evil giving room for our redemption!!

And one day, very soon, HE WILL vanquish Evil! And Yet men accuse Him of being unfair!
Evil will be forever contained and punished and His elect will never again suffer it!!

Jer 2:19 NASB20 - "Your own wickedness will correct you, And your apostasies will punish
you; Know therefore and see that it is evil and bitter For you to abandon the LORD your
God, And the fear of Me is not in you," declares the Lord GOD of armies.

Mat 25:41 NASB20 - "Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, you
accursed people, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;

Psa 5:4 NASB20 - For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; No evil can
dwell with You.

Jer 13:23 NASB20 - "Can the Ethiopian change his skin, Or the leopard his spots? Then you
as well can do good Who are accustomed to doing evil.
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Hab 1:13 NASB20 - Your eyes are too pure to look at evil, And You cannot look at harm
favorably. Why do You look favorably At those who deal treacherously? Why are You silent
when the wicked swallow up Those more righteous than they?

Mat 12:33 NASB20 - "Either assume the tree to be good as well as its fruit good, or assume
the tree to be bad as well as its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit.

Mat 12:34 NASB20 - "You offspring of vipers, how can you, being evil, express any good
things? For the mouth speaks from that which fills the heart.

Mat 12:35 NASB20 - "The good person brings out of his good treasure good things; and the
evil person brings out of his evil treasure evil things.

Mat 12:36 NASB20 - "But | tell you that for every careless word that people speak, they will
give an account of it on the day of judgment.

Mat 12:37 NASB20 - "For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be
condemned."

Mat 7:11 NASB20 - "So if you, despite being evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who
ask Him!

Rev 7:17 NASB20 - for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will
guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes."

Rev 21:4 NASB20 - and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer

be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have
passed away."
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For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain
of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold
HO waltet Jeremiah 2-13

.
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Jer 2:19 "Your own wickedness will correct you, And your apostasies will punish you;

Know therefore and see that it is evil and bitter For you to abandon the LORD your God,

And the fear of Me is not in you," declares the Lord GOD of armies.
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Don’t insult the one who can help!

He sent Jesus to destroy evil while saving those who committed it

God is Able and willing to vanquish Evil! “Not my will, but thine be done!”

Jdg 10:14 KJV - Go and cry unto the gods which ye have chosen; let them deliver you in the
time of your tribulation.

Gen 2:17 NASB20 - but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,
for on the day that you eat from it you will certainly die."

Gen 3:3 NASB20 - but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God
has said, 'You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die."

Gen 3:4 NASB20 - The serpent said to the woman, "You certainly will not die!

Pro 14:14 NASB20 - One with a wayward heart will have his fill of his own ways, But a good
person will be satisfied with his.

Rom 2:4 NASB20 - Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and restraint and
patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?

Heb 3:12 NASB20 - Take care, brothers and sisters, that there will not be in any one of you
an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.
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2Pe 2:22 NASB20 - It has happened to them according to the true proverb, "A DOG RETURNS
TO ITS OWN VOMIT," and, "A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.”

Luk 15:13 NASB20 - "And not many days later, the younger son gathered everything together
and went on a journey to a distant country, and there he squandered his estate in wild living.
Luk 15:14 NASB20 - "Now when he had spent everything, a severe famine occurred in that
country, and he began doing without.

Luk 15:15 NASB20 - "So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
and he sent him into his fields to feed pigs.

Luk 15:16 NASB20 - "And he longed to have his fill of the carob pods that the pigs were
eating, and no one was giving him anything.

Luk 15:17 NASB20 - "But when he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's
hired laborers have more than enough bread, but | am dying here from hunger!

Luk 15:18 NASB20 - 'l will set out and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, | have
sinned against heaven, and in your sight;

Luk 15:19 NASB20 - I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your
hired laborers."

Luk 15:20 NASB20 - "So he set out and came to his father. But when he was still a long way
off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed
him.

Luk 15:21 NASB20 - "And the son said to him, 'Father, | have sinned against heaven and in
your sight; | am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

Luk 15:22 NASB20 - "But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly bring out the best robe and
put it on him, and put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet;

Ecc 1:2 NASB20 - "Futility of futilities," says the Preacher, "Futility of futilities! All is futility."
Ecc 1:3 NASB20 - What advantage does a person have in all his work Which he does under
the sun?

Ecc 1:8 NASB20 - All things are wearisome; No one can tell it. The eye is not satisfied with
seeing, Nor is the ear filled with hearing.

Ecc 1:13 NASB20 - And | set my mind to seek and explore by wisdom about everything that
has been done under heaven. It is a sorry task with which God has given the sons of mankind
to be troubled.

Ecc 1:14 NASB20 - | have seen all the works which have been done under the sun, and
behold, all is futility and striving after wind.

Ecc 1:15 NASB20 - What is crooked cannot be straightened, and what is lacking cannot be
counted.

Ecc 1:16 NASB20 - | said to myself, "Behold, | have magnified and increased wisdom more
than all who were over Jerusalem before me; and my mind has observed a wealth of wisdom
and knowledge."

Ecc 1:17 NASB20 - And | applied my mind to know wisdom and to know insanity and
foolishness; | realized that this also is striving after wind.

Ecc 1:18 NASB20 - Because in much wisdom there is much grief; and increasing knowledge
results in increasing pain.
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Ecc 2:17 NASB20 - So | hated life, for the work which had been done under the sun was
unhappy to me; because everything is futility and striving after wind.

Ecc 2:21 NASB20 - When there is a person who has labored with wisdom, knowledge, and
skill, and then gives his legacy to one who has not labored for it; this too is futility and a great
evil.

Ecc 2:24 NASB20 - There is nothing better for a person than to eat and drink, and show
himself some good in his trouble. This too | have seen, that it is from the hand of God.

Ecc 2:25 NASB20 - For who can eat and who can have enjoyment without Him?

Ecc 2:26 NASB20 - For to a person who is good in His sight, He has given wisdom and
knowledge and joy, while to the sinner He has given the task of gathering and collecting so
that he may give to one who is good in God's sight. This too is futility and striving after wind.
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Don’t insult the one who can help!

*1st God delayed Adam's curse!

He sent Jesus to destroy evil while saving those who committed it

God is Able and willing to vanquish Evil! “Not my will, but thine be done!”

Jdg 10:14 KJV - Go and cry unto the gods which ye have chosen; let them deliver you in the
time of your tribulation.

Gen 2:17 NASB20 - but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,
for on the day that you eat from it you will certainly die."

Gen 3:3 NASB20 - but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God
has said, 'You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die."

Gen 3:4 NASB20 - The serpent said to the woman, "You certainly will not die!

Pro 14:14 NASB20 - One with a wayward heart will have his fill of his own ways, But a good
person will be satisfied with his.

Rom 2:4 NASB20 - Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and restraint and
patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?

Heb 3:12 NASB20 - Take care, brothers and sisters, that there will not be in any one of you
an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.
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2Pe 2:22 NASB20 - It has happened to them according to the true proverb, "A DOG RETURNS
TO ITS OWN VOMIT," and, "A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.”

Luk 15:13 NASB20 - "And not many days later, the younger son gathered everything together
and went on a journey to a distant country, and there he squandered his estate in wild living.
Luk 15:14 NASB20 - "Now when he had spent everything, a severe famine occurred in that
country, and he began doing without.

Luk 15:15 NASB20 - "So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
and he sent him into his fields to feed pigs.

Luk 15:16 NASB20 - "And he longed to have his fill of the carob pods that the pigs were
eating, and no one was giving him anything.

Luk 15:17 NASB20 - "But when he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's
hired laborers have more than enough bread, but | am dying here from hunger!

Luk 15:18 NASB20 - 'l will set out and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, | have
sinned against heaven, and in your sight;

Luk 15:19 NASB20 - I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your
hired laborers."

Luk 15:20 NASB20 - "So he set out and came to his father. But when he was still a long way
off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed
him.

Luk 15:21 NASB20 - "And the son said to him, 'Father, | have sinned against heaven and in
your sight; | am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

Luk 15:22 NASB20 - "But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly bring out the best robe and
put it on him, and put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet;

Ecc 1:2 NASB20 - "Futility of futilities," says the Preacher, "Futility of futilities! All is futility."
Ecc 1:3 NASB20 - What advantage does a person have in all his work Which he does under
the sun?

Ecc 1:8 NASB20 - All things are wearisome; No one can tell it. The eye is not satisfied with
seeing, Nor is the ear filled with hearing.

Ecc 1:13 NASB20 - And | set my mind to seek and explore by wisdom about everything that
has been done under heaven. It is a sorry task with which God has given the sons of mankind
to be troubled.

Ecc 1:14 NASB20 - | have seen all the works which have been done under the sun, and
behold, all is futility and striving after wind.

Ecc 1:15 NASB20 - What is crooked cannot be straightened, and what is lacking cannot be
counted.

Ecc 1:16 NASB20 - | said to myself, "Behold, | have magnified and increased wisdom more
than all who were over Jerusalem before me; and my mind has observed a wealth of wisdom
and knowledge."

Ecc 1:17 NASB20 - And | applied my mind to know wisdom and to know insanity and
foolishness; | realized that this also is striving after wind.

Ecc 1:18 NASB20 - Because in much wisdom there is much grief; and increasing knowledge
results in increasing pain.
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Ecc 2:17 NASB20 - So | hated life, for the work which had been done under the sun was
unhappy to me; because everything is futility and striving after wind.

Ecc 2:21 NASB20 - When there is a person who has labored with wisdom, knowledge, and
skill, and then gives his legacy to one who has not labored for it; this too is futility and a great
evil.

Ecc 2:24 NASB20 - There is nothing better for a person than to eat and drink, and show
himself some good in his trouble. This too | have seen, that it is from the hand of God.

Ecc 2:25 NASB20 - For who can eat and who can have enjoyment without Him?

Ecc 2:26 NASB20 - For to a person who is good in His sight, He has given wisdom and
knowledge and joy, while to the sinner He has given the task of gathering and collecting so
that he may give to one who is good in God's sight. This too is futility and striving after wind.
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Don’t insult the one who can help!

*1st God delayed Adam's curse!

*2nd He’s longsuffering as He permits our
waywardness to turn us to Him

He sent Jesus to destroy evil while saving those who committed it

III

God is Able and willing to vanquish Evil! “Not my will, but thine be done

Jdg 10:14 KJV - Go and cry unto the gods which ye have chosen; let them deliver you in the
time of your tribulation.

Gen 2:17 NASB20 - but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,
for on the day that you eat from it you will certainly die."

Gen 3:3 NASB20 - but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God
has said, 'You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die."

Gen 3:4 NASB20 - The serpent said to the woman, "You certainly will not die!

Pro 14:14 NASB20 - One with a wayward heart will have his fill of his own ways, But a good
person will be satisfied with his.

Rom 2:4 NASB20 - Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and restraint and
patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?

Heb 3:12 NASB20 - Take care, brothers and sisters, that there will not be in any one of you
an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.
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2Pe 2:22 NASB20 - It has happened to them according to the true proverb, "A DOG RETURNS
TO ITS OWN VOMIT," and, "A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.”

Luk 15:13 NASB20 - "And not many days later, the younger son gathered everything together
and went on a journey to a distant country, and there he squandered his estate in wild living.
Luk 15:14 NASB20 - "Now when he had spent everything, a severe famine occurred in that
country, and he began doing without.

Luk 15:15 NASB20 - "So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
and he sent him into his fields to feed pigs.

Luk 15:16 NASB20 - "And he longed to have his fill of the carob pods that the pigs were
eating, and no one was giving him anything.

Luk 15:17 NASB20 - "But when he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's
hired laborers have more than enough bread, but | am dying here from hunger!

Luk 15:18 NASB20 - 'l will set out and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, | have
sinned against heaven, and in your sight;

Luk 15:19 NASB20 - I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your
hired laborers."

Luk 15:20 NASB20 - "So he set out and came to his father. But when he was still a long way
off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed
him.

Luk 15:21 NASB20 - "And the son said to him, 'Father, | have sinned against heaven and in
your sight; | am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

Luk 15:22 NASB20 - "But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly bring out the best robe and
put it on him, and put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet;

Ecc 1:2 NASB20 - "Futility of futilities," says the Preacher, "Futility of futilities! All is futility."
Ecc 1:3 NASB20 - What advantage does a person have in all his work Which he does under
the sun?

Ecc 1:8 NASB20 - All things are wearisome; No one can tell it. The eye is not satisfied with
seeing, Nor is the ear filled with hearing.

Ecc 1:13 NASB20 - And | set my mind to seek and explore by wisdom about everything that
has been done under heaven. It is a sorry task with which God has given the sons of mankind
to be troubled.

Ecc 1:14 NASB20 - | have seen all the works which have been done under the sun, and
behold, all is futility and striving after wind.

Ecc 1:15 NASB20 - What is crooked cannot be straightened, and what is lacking cannot be
counted.

Ecc 1:16 NASB20 - | said to myself, "Behold, | have magnified and increased wisdom more
than all who were over Jerusalem before me; and my mind has observed a wealth of wisdom
and knowledge."

Ecc 1:17 NASB20 - And | applied my mind to know wisdom and to know insanity and
foolishness; | realized that this also is striving after wind.

Ecc 1:18 NASB20 - Because in much wisdom there is much grief; and increasing knowledge
results in increasing pain.
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Ecc 2:17 NASB20 - So | hated life, for the work which had been done under the sun was
unhappy to me; because everything is futility and striving after wind.

Ecc 2:21 NASB20 - When there is a person who has labored with wisdom, knowledge, and
skill, and then gives his legacy to one who has not labored for it; this too is futility and a great
evil.

Ecc 2:24 NASB20 - There is nothing better for a person than to eat and drink, and show
himself some good in his trouble. This too | have seen, that it is from the hand of God.

Ecc 2:25 NASB20 - For who can eat and who can have enjoyment without Him?

Ecc 2:26 NASB20 - For to a person who is good in His sight, He has given wisdom and
knowledge and joy, while to the sinner He has given the task of gathering and collecting so
that he may give to one who is good in God's sight. This too is futility and striving after wind.
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Don’t insult the one who can help!

*1st God delayed Adam's curse!

*2nd He’s longsuffering as He permits our
waywardness to turn us to Him

*3rd His goodness leads to repentance

He sent Jesus to destroy evil while saving those who committed it

III

God is Able and willing to vanquish Evil! “Not my will, but thine be done

Jdg 10:14 KJV - Go and cry unto the gods which ye have chosen; let them deliver you in the
time of your tribulation.

Gen 2:17 NASB20 - but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,
for on the day that you eat from it you will certainly die."

Gen 3:3 NASB20 - but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God
has said, 'You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die."

Gen 3:4 NASB20 - The serpent said to the woman, "You certainly will not die!

Pro 14:14 NASB20 - One with a wayward heart will have his fill of his own ways, But a good
person will be satisfied with his.

Rom 2:4 NASB20 - Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and restraint and
patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?

Heb 3:12 NASB20 - Take care, brothers and sisters, that there will not be in any one of you
an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.
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2Pe 2:22 NASB20 - It has happened to them according to the true proverb, "A DOG RETURNS
TO ITS OWN VOMIT," and, "A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.”

Luk 15:13 NASB20 - "And not many days later, the younger son gathered everything together
and went on a journey to a distant country, and there he squandered his estate in wild living.
Luk 15:14 NASB20 - "Now when he had spent everything, a severe famine occurred in that
country, and he began doing without.

Luk 15:15 NASB20 - "So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
and he sent him into his fields to feed pigs.

Luk 15:16 NASB20 - "And he longed to have his fill of the carob pods that the pigs were
eating, and no one was giving him anything.

Luk 15:17 NASB20 - "But when he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's
hired laborers have more than enough bread, but | am dying here from hunger!

Luk 15:18 NASB20 - 'l will set out and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, | have
sinned against heaven, and in your sight;

Luk 15:19 NASB20 - I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your
hired laborers."

Luk 15:20 NASB20 - "So he set out and came to his father. But when he was still a long way
off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed
him.

Luk 15:21 NASB20 - "And the son said to him, 'Father, | have sinned against heaven and in
your sight; | am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

Luk 15:22 NASB20 - "But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly bring out the best robe and
put it on him, and put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet;

Ecc 1:2 NASB20 - "Futility of futilities," says the Preacher, "Futility of futilities! All is futility."
Ecc 1:3 NASB20 - What advantage does a person have in all his work Which he does under
the sun?

Ecc 1:8 NASB20 - All things are wearisome; No one can tell it. The eye is not satisfied with
seeing, Nor is the ear filled with hearing.

Ecc 1:13 NASB20 - And | set my mind to seek and explore by wisdom about everything that
has been done under heaven. It is a sorry task with which God has given the sons of mankind
to be troubled.

Ecc 1:14 NASB20 - | have seen all the works which have been done under the sun, and
behold, all is futility and striving after wind.

Ecc 1:15 NASB20 - What is crooked cannot be straightened, and what is lacking cannot be
counted.

Ecc 1:16 NASB20 - | said to myself, "Behold, | have magnified and increased wisdom more
than all who were over Jerusalem before me; and my mind has observed a wealth of wisdom
and knowledge."

Ecc 1:17 NASB20 - And | applied my mind to know wisdom and to know insanity and
foolishness; | realized that this also is striving after wind.

Ecc 1:18 NASB20 - Because in much wisdom there is much grief; and increasing knowledge
results in increasing pain.
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Ecc 2:17 NASB20 - So | hated life, for the work which had been done under the sun was
unhappy to me; because everything is futility and striving after wind.

Ecc 2:21 NASB20 - When there is a person who has labored with wisdom, knowledge, and
skill, and then gives his legacy to one who has not labored for it; this too is futility and a great
evil.

Ecc 2:24 NASB20 - There is nothing better for a person than to eat and drink, and show
himself some good in his trouble. This too | have seen, that it is from the hand of God.

Ecc 2:25 NASB20 - For who can eat and who can have enjoyment without Him?

Ecc 2:26 NASB20 - For to a person who is good in His sight, He has given wisdom and
knowledge and joy, while to the sinner He has given the task of gathering and collecting so
that he may give to one who is good in God's sight. This too is futility and striving after wind.
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Don’t insult the one who can help!

*2nd He’s longsuffering as He permits our
waywardness to turn us to Him

*3rd His goodness leads to repentance

*4th God uses our emptiness and suffering
to awaken us to Him!

He sent Jesus to destroy evil while saving those who committed it

III

God is Able and willing to vanquish Evil! “Not my will, but thine be done

Jdg 10:14 KJV - Go and cry unto the gods which ye have chosen; let them deliver you in the
time of your tribulation.

Gen 2:17 NASB20 - but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,
for on the day that you eat from it you will certainly die."

Gen 3:3 NASB20 - but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God
has said, 'You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die."

Gen 3:4 NASB20 - The serpent said to the woman, "You certainly will not die!

Pro 14:14 NASB20 - One with a wayward heart will have his fill of his own ways, But a good
person will be satisfied with his.

Rom 2:4 NASB20 - Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and restraint and
patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?

Heb 3:12 NASB20 - Take care, brothers and sisters, that there will not be in any one of you
an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.
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2Pe 2:22 NASB20 - It has happened to them according to the true proverb, "A DOG RETURNS
TO ITS OWN VOMIT," and, "A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.”

Luk 15:13 NASB20 - "And not many days later, the younger son gathered everything together
and went on a journey to a distant country, and there he squandered his estate in wild living.
Luk 15:14 NASB20 - "Now when he had spent everything, a severe famine occurred in that
country, and he began doing without.

Luk 15:15 NASB20 - "So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
and he sent him into his fields to feed pigs.

Luk 15:16 NASB20 - "And he longed to have his fill of the carob pods that the pigs were
eating, and no one was giving him anything.

Luk 15:17 NASB20 - "But when he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's
hired laborers have more than enough bread, but | am dying here from hunger!

Luk 15:18 NASB20 - 'l will set out and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, | have
sinned against heaven, and in your sight;

Luk 15:19 NASB20 - I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your
hired laborers."

Luk 15:20 NASB20 - "So he set out and came to his father. But when he was still a long way
off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed
him.

Luk 15:21 NASB20 - "And the son said to him, 'Father, | have sinned against heaven and in
your sight; | am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

Luk 15:22 NASB20 - "But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly bring out the best robe and
put it on him, and put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet;

Ecc 1:2 NASB20 - "Futility of futilities," says the Preacher, "Futility of futilities! All is futility."
Ecc 1:3 NASB20 - What advantage does a person have in all his work Which he does under
the sun?

Ecc 1:8 NASB20 - All things are wearisome; No one can tell it. The eye is not satisfied with
seeing, Nor is the ear filled with hearing.

Ecc 1:13 NASB20 - And | set my mind to seek and explore by wisdom about everything that
has been done under heaven. It is a sorry task with which God has given the sons of mankind
to be troubled.

Ecc 1:14 NASB20 - | have seen all the works which have been done under the sun, and
behold, all is futility and striving after wind.

Ecc 1:15 NASB20 - What is crooked cannot be straightened, and what is lacking cannot be
counted.

Ecc 1:16 NASB20 - | said to myself, "Behold, | have magnified and increased wisdom more
than all who were over Jerusalem before me; and my mind has observed a wealth of wisdom
and knowledge."

Ecc 1:17 NASB20 - And | applied my mind to know wisdom and to know insanity and
foolishness; | realized that this also is striving after wind.

Ecc 1:18 NASB20 - Because in much wisdom there is much grief; and increasing knowledge
results in increasing pain.
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Ecc 2:17 NASB20 - So | hated life, for the work which had been done under the sun was
unhappy to me; because everything is futility and striving after wind.

Ecc 2:21 NASB20 - When there is a person who has labored with wisdom, knowledge, and
skill, and then gives his legacy to one who has not labored for it; this too is futility and a great
evil.

Ecc 2:24 NASB20 - There is nothing better for a person than to eat and drink, and show
himself some good in his trouble. This too | have seen, that it is from the hand of God.

Ecc 2:25 NASB20 - For who can eat and who can have enjoyment without Him?

Ecc 2:26 NASB20 - For to a person who is good in His sight, He has given wisdom and
knowledge and joy, while to the sinner He has given the task of gathering and collecting so
that he may give to one who is good in God's sight. This too is futility and striving after wind.
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Don’t insult the one who can help!

*3rd His goodness leads to repentance

*4th God uses our emptiness and suffering
to awaken us to Him!

*5th He sent Jesus to save us from us

He sent Jesus to destroy evil while saving those who committed it

III

God is Able and willing to vanquish Evil! “Not my will, but thine be done

Jdg 10:14 KJV - Go and cry unto the gods which ye have chosen; let them deliver you in the
time of your tribulation.

Gen 2:17 NASB20 - but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,
for on the day that you eat from it you will certainly die."

Gen 3:3 NASB20 - but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God
has said, 'You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die."

Gen 3:4 NASB20 - The serpent said to the woman, "You certainly will not die!

Pro 14:14 NASB20 - One with a wayward heart will have his fill of his own ways, But a good
person will be satisfied with his.

Rom 2:4 NASB20 - Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and restraint and
patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?

Heb 3:12 NASB20 - Take care, brothers and sisters, that there will not be in any one of you
an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.
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2Pe 2:22 NASB20 - It has happened to them according to the true proverb, "A DOG RETURNS
TO ITS OWN VOMIT," and, "A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.”

Luk 15:13 NASB20 - "And not many days later, the younger son gathered everything together
and went on a journey to a distant country, and there he squandered his estate in wild living.
Luk 15:14 NASB20 - "Now when he had spent everything, a severe famine occurred in that
country, and he began doing without.

Luk 15:15 NASB20 - "So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
and he sent him into his fields to feed pigs.

Luk 15:16 NASB20 - "And he longed to have his fill of the carob pods that the pigs were
eating, and no one was giving him anything.

Luk 15:17 NASB20 - "But when he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's
hired laborers have more than enough bread, but | am dying here from hunger!

Luk 15:18 NASB20 - 'l will set out and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, | have
sinned against heaven, and in your sight;

Luk 15:19 NASB20 - I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your
hired laborers."

Luk 15:20 NASB20 - "So he set out and came to his father. But when he was still a long way
off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed
him.

Luk 15:21 NASB20 - "And the son said to him, 'Father, | have sinned against heaven and in
your sight; | am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

Luk 15:22 NASB20 - "But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly bring out the best robe and
put it on him, and put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet;

Ecc 1:2 NASB20 - "Futility of futilities," says the Preacher, "Futility of futilities! All is futility."
Ecc 1:3 NASB20 - What advantage does a person have in all his work Which he does under
the sun?

Ecc 1:8 NASB20 - All things are wearisome; No one can tell it. The eye is not satisfied with
seeing, Nor is the ear filled with hearing.

Ecc 1:13 NASB20 - And | set my mind to seek and explore by wisdom about everything that
has been done under heaven. It is a sorry task with which God has given the sons of mankind
to be troubled.

Ecc 1:14 NASB20 - | have seen all the works which have been done under the sun, and
behold, all is futility and striving after wind.

Ecc 1:15 NASB20 - What is crooked cannot be straightened, and what is lacking cannot be
counted.

Ecc 1:16 NASB20 - | said to myself, "Behold, | have magnified and increased wisdom more
than all who were over Jerusalem before me; and my mind has observed a wealth of wisdom
and knowledge."

Ecc 1:17 NASB20 - And | applied my mind to know wisdom and to know insanity and
foolishness; | realized that this also is striving after wind.

Ecc 1:18 NASB20 - Because in much wisdom there is much grief; and increasing knowledge
results in increasing pain.
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Ecc 2:17 NASB20 - So | hated life, for the work which had been done under the sun was
unhappy to me; because everything is futility and striving after wind.

Ecc 2:21 NASB20 - When there is a person who has labored with wisdom, knowledge, and
skill, and then gives his legacy to one who has not labored for it; this too is futility and a great
evil.

Ecc 2:24 NASB20 - There is nothing better for a person than to eat and drink, and show
himself some good in his trouble. This too | have seen, that it is from the hand of God.

Ecc 2:25 NASB20 - For who can eat and who can have enjoyment without Him?

Ecc 2:26 NASB20 - For to a person who is good in His sight, He has given wisdom and
knowledge and joy, while to the sinner He has given the task of gathering and collecting so
that he may give to one who is good in God's sight. This too is futility and striving after wind.
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SOMETIMES IT TAKES

A PAINFUL EXPERIENCE
FOR US TO CHANGE OUR WAYS.
AND IN THAT OPPORTUNITY,

GOD IS GIVING US AN

ﬂ""rf?\! ”L" E ME;;I
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My troubles turned out'all for the best™
they forced me to learn from your textbook.
Psalm 119:71

Psa 119:71 NASB20 - It is good for me that | was afflicted, So that | may learn Your
statutes.
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How many
have come to
Christ out of
suffering and
counted it a

blessing?

God whispers to us
~ in our pleasures,
‘our conscien

John Newton, the slave trader — Amazing grace
Joni
Nick

So, if they hadn’t suffered they likely would not have turned to God!

Mat 16:26 NLT - And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own
soul? Is anything worth more than your soul?

Mar 8:36 NLT - And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own
soul?

Mar 10:17 NASB20 - As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt
before Him, and asked Him, "Good Teacher, what shall | do so that | may inherit eternal
life?"

Mar 10:18 NASB20 - But Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good
except God alone.

Mar 10:21 NASB20 - Looking at him, Jesus showed love to him and said to him, "One
thing you lack: go and sell all you possess and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me."
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Mar 10:22 NASB20 - But he was deeply dismayed by these words, and he went away
grieving; for he was one who owned much property.

Mar 10:23 NASB20 - And Jesus, looking around, said to His disciples, "How hard it will be
for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!"

Mar 10:25 NASB20 - "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich
person to enter the kingdom of God."
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We are puzzled and
bewildered whenever we see

suffering in this world
because we have become

accustomed to the mercy and
the long-suffering of God.
Amazing grace is no longer
amazing to us.
R. C. Sproul

Rom.2
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SOMETIMES

GOD

ALLOWS
WHAT HE
HATES TO

ACCOMPLISH
WHAT HE
LOVES.

JONI EARECKSON TADA

18yo Joni, after misjudging the shallowness of the water. She suffered a fracture between
the fourth and fifth cervical levels and became a quadriplegic (or tetraplegic), paralyzed
from the shoulders down.[1]

During Tada's two years of rehabilitation, according to her autobiography Joni, she
experienced anger, depression, suicidal thoughts, and religious doubts. However, during
occupational therapy, she learned to paint with a brush between her teeth and began
selling her artwork. She also writes this way, although for most writing tasks she relies on
voice recognition software. To date, she has written over forty books, recorded several
musical albums, starred in an autobiographical movie of her life, and is an advocate for
people with disabilities.[1]
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| HAVE LEARNED TO
- J(ISS THE WAVE FHAT

£ THROWS-ME AGAINST -
THEROCK-OF AGES.—

C.H. SPURGEON
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THE QUESTION WE MUST ALWAYS ASK OF SUFFERING IS THIS:

JESUS'S FLABEBERGASTING CLAIM IS THAT HE IS.

REBECCA MCLAUGHLIN
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God cares for the suffering

Jhn 9:1 NASB20 - As Jesus passed by, He saw a man who had been blind from birth.

Jhn 9:2 NASB20 - And His disciples asked Him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents,
that he would be born blind?"

Jhn 9:3 NASB20 - Jesus answered, "It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but
it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him.

Jhn 9:7 NASB20 - and said to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which is translated,
Sent). So he left and washed, and came back seeing.

Jhn 9:10 NASB20 - So they were saying to him, "How then were your eyes opened?"

Jhn 9:11 NASB20 - He answered, "The man who is called Jesus made mud, and spread it on
my eyes, and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash'; so | went away and washed, and |
received sight."

Jhn 9:15 NASB20 - Then the Pharisees also were asking him again how he received his
sight. And he said to them, "He applied mud to my eyes, and | washed, and | see."

Jhn 9:17 NASB20 - So they said again to the man who was blind, "What do you say about
Him, since He opened your eyes?" And he said, "He is a prophet.”

Jhn 9:24 NASB20 - So for a second time they summoned the man who had been blind, and
said to him, "Give glory to God; we know that this man is a sinner."

Jhn 9:25 NASB20 - He then answered, "Whether He is a sinner, | do not know; one thing |
do know, that though | was blind, now | see."

Jhn 9:26 NASB20 - So they said to him, "What did He do to you? How did He open your
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eyes?"

Jhn 9:27 NASB20 - He answered them, "I told you already and you did not listen; why do you
want to hear it again? You do not want to become His disciples too, do you?"

Jhn 9:28 NASB20 - They spoke abusively to him and said, "You are His disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses.

Jhn 9:29 NASB20 - "We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not
know where He is from."

Jhn 9:30 NASB20 - The man answered and said to them, "Well, here is the amazing thing,
that you do not know where He is from, and yet He opened my eyes!

Jhn 9:31 NASB20 - "We know that God does not listen to sinners; but if someone is God-
fearing and does His will, He listens to him.

Jhn 9:32 NASB20 - "Since the beginning of time it has never been heard that anyone opened
the eyes of a person born blind.

Jhn 9:33 NASB20 - "If this man were not from God, He could do nothing."

Jhn 9:34 NASB20 - They answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, and yet you are
teaching us?" So they put him out.

Jhn 9:35 NASB20 - Jesus heard that they had put him out, and upon finding him, He said, "Do
you believe in the Son of Man?"

Jhn 9:36 NASB20 - He answered by saying, "And who is He, Sir, that | may believe in Him?"
Jhn 9:37 NASB20 - Jesus said to him, "You have both seen Him, and He is the one who is
talking with you."

Jhn 9:38 NASB20 - And he said, "I believe, Lord." And he worshiped Him.

Jhn 9:39 NASB20 - And Jesus said, "For judgment | came into this world, so that those who
do not see may see, and those who see may become blind."

Jhn 9:40 NASB20 - Those who were with Him from the Pharisees heard these things and said
to Him, "We are not blind too, are we?"

Jhn 9:41 NASB20 - Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now
that you maintain, 'We see,' your sin remains.
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God cares for the suffering

- Expect suffering in this world!

Jhn 9:1 NASB20 - As Jesus passed by, He saw a man who had been blind from birth.

Jhn 9:2 NASB20 - And His disciples asked Him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents,
that he would be born blind?"

Jhn 9:3 NASB20 - Jesus answered, "It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but
it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him.

Jhn 9:7 NASB20 - and said to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which is translated,
Sent). So he left and washed, and came back seeing.

Jhn 9:10 NASB20 - So they were saying to him, "How then were your eyes opened?"

Jhn 9:11 NASB20 - He answered, "The man who is called Jesus made mud, and spread it on
my eyes, and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash'; so | went away and washed, and |
received sight."

Jhn 9:15 NASB20 - Then the Pharisees also were asking him again how he received his
sight. And he said to them, "He applied mud to my eyes, and | washed, and | see."

Jhn 9:17 NASB20 - So they said again to the man who was blind, "What do you say about
Him, since He opened your eyes?" And he said, "He is a prophet.”

Jhn 9:24 NASB20 - So for a second time they summoned the man who had been blind, and
said to him, "Give glory to God; we know that this man is a sinner."

Jhn 9:25 NASB20 - He then answered, "Whether He is a sinner, | do not know; one thing |
do know, that though | was blind, now | see."

Jhn 9:26 NASB20 - So they said to him, "What did He do to you? How did He open your
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eyes?"

Jhn 9:27 NASB20 - He answered them, "I told you already and you did not listen; why do you
want to hear it again? You do not want to become His disciples too, do you?"

Jhn 9:28 NASB20 - They spoke abusively to him and said, "You are His disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses.

Jhn 9:29 NASB20 - "We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not
know where He is from."

Jhn 9:30 NASB20 - The man answered and said to them, "Well, here is the amazing thing,
that you do not know where He is from, and yet He opened my eyes!

Jhn 9:31 NASB20 - "We know that God does not listen to sinners; but if someone is God-
fearing and does His will, He listens to him.

Jhn 9:32 NASB20 - "Since the beginning of time it has never been heard that anyone opened
the eyes of a person born blind.

Jhn 9:33 NASB20 - "If this man were not from God, He could do nothing."

Jhn 9:34 NASB20 - They answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, and yet you are
teaching us?" So they put him out.

Jhn 9:35 NASB20 - Jesus heard that they had put him out, and upon finding him, He said, "Do
you believe in the Son of Man?"

Jhn 9:36 NASB20 - He answered by saying, "And who is He, Sir, that | may believe in Him?"
Jhn 9:37 NASB20 - Jesus said to him, "You have both seen Him, and He is the one who is
talking with you."

Jhn 9:38 NASB20 - And he said, "I believe, Lord." And he worshiped Him.

Jhn 9:39 NASB20 - And Jesus said, "For judgment | came into this world, so that those who
do not see may see, and those who see may become blind."

Jhn 9:40 NASB20 - Those who were with Him from the Pharisees heard these things and said
to Him, "We are not blind too, are we?"

Jhn 9:41 NASB20 - Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now
that you maintain, 'We see,' your sin remains.
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God cares for the suffering

- Expect suffering in this world!

*There is something far worse than pain or
discomfort!
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talking with you."
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God cares for the suffering

- Expect suffering in this world!

*There is something far worse than pain or
discomfort!

*Only the believer can expect God to use it
for our good and one day deliver us from it!

Jhn 9:1 NASB20 - As Jesus passed by, He saw a man who had been blind from birth.

Jhn 9:2 NASB20 - And His disciples asked Him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents,
that he would be born blind?"

Jhn 9:3 NASB20 - Jesus answered, "It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but
it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him.
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Sent). So he left and washed, and came back seeing.
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received sight."
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Him, since He opened your eyes?" And he said, "He is a prophet.”

Jhn 9:24 NASB20 - So for a second time they summoned the man who had been blind, and
said to him, "Give glory to God; we know that this man is a sinner."
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do know, that though | was blind, now | see."
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eyes?"

Jhn 9:27 NASB20 - He answered them, "I told you already and you did not listen; why do you
want to hear it again? You do not want to become His disciples too, do you?"

Jhn 9:28 NASB20 - They spoke abusively to him and said, "You are His disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses.

Jhn 9:29 NASB20 - "We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not
know where He is from."

Jhn 9:30 NASB20 - The man answered and said to them, "Well, here is the amazing thing,
that you do not know where He is from, and yet He opened my eyes!

Jhn 9:31 NASB20 - "We know that God does not listen to sinners; but if someone is God-
fearing and does His will, He listens to him.

Jhn 9:32 NASB20 - "Since the beginning of time it has never been heard that anyone opened
the eyes of a person born blind.

Jhn 9:33 NASB20 - "If this man were not from God, He could do nothing."

Jhn 9:34 NASB20 - They answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, and yet you are
teaching us?" So they put him out.

Jhn 9:35 NASB20 - Jesus heard that they had put him out, and upon finding him, He said, "Do
you believe in the Son of Man?"

Jhn 9:36 NASB20 - He answered by saying, "And who is He, Sir, that | may believe in Him?"
Jhn 9:37 NASB20 - Jesus said to him, "You have both seen Him, and He is the one who is
talking with you."

Jhn 9:38 NASB20 - And he said, "I believe, Lord." And he worshiped Him.

Jhn 9:39 NASB20 - And Jesus said, "For judgment | came into this world, so that those who
do not see may see, and those who see may become blind."

Jhn 9:40 NASB20 - Those who were with Him from the Pharisees heard these things and said
to Him, "We are not blind too, are we?"

Jhn 9:41 NASB20 - Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now
that you maintain, 'We see,' your sin remains.
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God cares for the suffering

*There is something far worse than pain or
discomfort!

*Only the believer can expect God to use it
for our good and one day deliver us from it!

*God cares more about our holiness than
our happiness!

Jhn 9:1 NASB20 - As Jesus passed by, He saw a man who had been blind from birth.

Jhn 9:2 NASB20 - And His disciples asked Him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents,
that he would be born blind?"

Jhn 9:3 NASB20 - Jesus answered, "It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but
it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him.

Jhn 9:7 NASB20 - and said to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which is translated,
Sent). So he left and washed, and came back seeing.

Jhn 9:10 NASB20 - So they were saying to him, "How then were your eyes opened?"

Jhn 9:11 NASB20 - He answered, "The man who is called Jesus made mud, and spread it on
my eyes, and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash'; so | went away and washed, and |
received sight."

Jhn 9:15 NASB20 - Then the Pharisees also were asking him again how he received his
sight. And he said to them, "He applied mud to my eyes, and | washed, and | see."

Jhn 9:17 NASB20 - So they said again to the man who was blind, "What do you say about
Him, since He opened your eyes?" And he said, "He is a prophet.”

Jhn 9:24 NASB20 - So for a second time they summoned the man who had been blind, and
said to him, "Give glory to God; we know that this man is a sinner."

Jhn 9:25 NASB20 - He then answered, "Whether He is a sinner, | do not know; one thing |
do know, that though | was blind, now | see."

Jhn 9:26 NASB20 - So they said to him, "What did He do to you? How did He open your
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eyes?"

Jhn 9:27 NASB20 - He answered them, "I told you already and you did not listen; why do you
want to hear it again? You do not want to become His disciples too, do you?"

Jhn 9:28 NASB20 - They spoke abusively to him and said, "You are His disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses.

Jhn 9:29 NASB20 - "We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not
know where He is from."

Jhn 9:30 NASB20 - The man answered and said to them, "Well, here is the amazing thing,
that you do not know where He is from, and yet He opened my eyes!

Jhn 9:31 NASB20 - "We know that God does not listen to sinners; but if someone is God-
fearing and does His will, He listens to him.

Jhn 9:32 NASB20 - "Since the beginning of time it has never been heard that anyone opened
the eyes of a person born blind.

Jhn 9:33 NASB20 - "If this man were not from God, He could do nothing."

Jhn 9:34 NASB20 - They answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, and yet you are
teaching us?" So they put him out.

Jhn 9:35 NASB20 - Jesus heard that they had put him out, and upon finding him, He said, "Do
you believe in the Son of Man?"

Jhn 9:36 NASB20 - He answered by saying, "And who is He, Sir, that | may believe in Him?"
Jhn 9:37 NASB20 - Jesus said to him, "You have both seen Him, and He is the one who is
talking with you."

Jhn 9:38 NASB20 - And he said, "I believe, Lord." And he worshiped Him.

Jhn 9:39 NASB20 - And Jesus said, "For judgment | came into this world, so that those who
do not see may see, and those who see may become blind."

Jhn 9:40 NASB20 - Those who were with Him from the Pharisees heard these things and said
to Him, "We are not blind too, are we?"

Jhn 9:41 NASB20 - Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now
that you maintain, 'We see,' your sin remains.
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“THE LORD IS NEAR

1o the broflcenHneaszted
and sarees the

CRUSHED IN SPIRIT.™
WS&:JBM

-HEAVEN NOT HARVARD. . |

—— ot

Psa 34:18 NASB20 - The LORD is near to the brokenhearted And saves those who are
crushed in spirit.

Psa 34:19 NASB20 - The afflictions of the righteous are many, But the LORD rescues him
from them all.

Psa 51:17 NASB20 - The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken and a contrite heart,
God, You will not despise.

Psa 147:3 NASB20 - He heals the brokenhearted And binds up their wounds.

Isa 61:1 NASB20 - The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, Because the LORD anointed me
To bring good news to the humble; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To
proclaim release to captives And freedom to prisoners;

Luk 4:18 NASB20 - "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO
BRING GOOD NEWS TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO CAPTIVES,
AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED,
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MAN EXISTS
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Jesus Christ did not suffer so that
you would not suffer.
He suffered so that when you suffer,
you’ll become more like him.
The gospel does not promise you

better life circumstances;

1t promises you

a better life.

-T'im Keller
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from the world, to send us to the
Bible, to drive us to our knees.

J.C. Ryle
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GOD BRINGS MEN
INTO S MATER S

NOT TO DROWN THEM.

——
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“NO MATTER HOW MUCH
INJUSTICE
| HAVE SUFFERED FROM

THE HANDS OF OTHER PEOPLE,
| HAVE NEVER SUFFERED

FROM THE HAND OF GOD.”

R.C. SPROUL
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"There is a purpose to suffering

e o

it can driwve >

deep:“ I

and into more sta 1

than you can imagine.’

TIMOTHY KELLER

and 1f faced r_1ghtly =

60



“"No healthy Christian
ever chooses suffering:
he chooses God's will, as
Jesus did, whether it
means suffering or not.”

— Oswald Chambers

61



"God does not waste suffering; if he

ploughs it is because He purposes a crop.”
- J.O.Sanders -
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WHEN GOD

WOUNDS HE

WOUNDS LIKE
A

NOT LIKE A

CRIMINAL
MATT CHANDLER
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~IN THE MIDST OF YOUR TRIAL,

REMEMBER YOU ARE NOT BEINC

“3 BIBLICAL REASONS

=- FOR SUFFERING™
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Do all things without grumbling.
T

- -
4
——

You have a sovereign God who is on
.

4

your side, who works’everything

--._--_\
= S NS
together for your good. ~

~John Piper

66



67



everything in
GOD’S HAND
will eventually See.

God’s hand in
everythlng
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This is God’s universal purpose for

all Christian suffering: more

contentment in God and less
satisfaction in the world.

John Piper
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"To the wicked man death is the
end of all joys; to a godly man it
is the end of all griefs”™

Puritan Matthew Henry
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| know for certain that
God does not make mistakes,

but he does make miracles.

INEmBONE

Nicholas James Vujicic is an Australian American Christian evangelist and
motivational speaker born with tetra-amelia syndrome, a rare disorder characterized
by the absence of arms and legs.
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Suffering and Evil?

It exists! Its inescapable, you can be jaded and cynical and judge God OR Turn to the One
who sent His only son to fix the problem!

Epicurus and we hate suffering but not evil! We want Heaven without Christ! But this itself
betrays our hearts! Cosmic Treason! Especially since the Cross!

- God is Good, YOU are NOT!!

Epicurus!

God is willing to pay for and prevent your Evil, are you willing?!! Jesus’ bloody cross and
empty tomb shows He is ABLE!

The only question left is, are you willing? If not, Then whence cometh Evil?

Remember He is God and you are not!

You can, and we all do judge God but it will be used against us in His court of law! He will
Judge youl!

Mat 12:36 NASB20 - "But | tell you that for every careless word that people speak, they will
give an account of it on the day of judgment.

Mat 12:37 NASB20 - "For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be
condemned.”
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Suffering and Evil?

*It exists! Its inescapable

It exists! Its inescapable, you can be jaded and cynical and judge God OR Turn to the One
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give an account of it on the day of judgment.

Mat 12:37 NASB20 - "For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be
condemned.”
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Suffering and Evil?

*It exists! Its inescapable

*The greatest evil is your rejection and
rebellion against God!

It exists! Its inescapable, you can be jaded and cynical and judge God OR Turn to the One
who sent His only son to fix the problem!

Epicurus and we hate suffering but not evil! We want Heaven without Christ! But this itself
betrays our hearts! Cosmic Treason! Especially since the Cross!

- God is Good, YOU are NOT!!

Epicurus!

God is willing to pay for and prevent your Evil, are you willing?!! Jesus’ bloody cross and
empty tomb shows He is ABLE!

The only question left is, are you willing? If not, Then whence cometh Evil?

Remember He is God and you are not!

You can, and we all do judge God but it will be used against us in His court of law! He will
Judge youl!

Mat 12:36 NASB20 - "But | tell you that for every careless word that people speak, they will
give an account of it on the day of judgment.

Mat 12:37 NASB20 - "For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be
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Suffering and Evil?

*It exists! Its inescapable

*The greatest evil is your rejection and
rebellion against God!

*Only the follower of Christ has RHis comfort
and heaven in his future!

It exists! Its inescapable, you can be jaded and cynical and judge God OR Turn to the One
who sent His only son to fix the problem!

Epicurus and we hate suffering but not evil! We want Heaven without Christ! But this itself
betrays our hearts! Cosmic Treason! Especially since the Cross!

- God is Good, YOU are NOT!!

Epicurus!

God is willing to pay for and prevent your Evil, are you willing?!! Jesus’ bloody cross and
empty tomb shows He is ABLE!

The only question left is, are you willing? If not, Then whence cometh Evil?

Remember He is God and you are not!

You can, and we all do judge God but it will be used against us in His court of law! He will
Judge youl!

Mat 12:36 NASB20 - "But | tell you that for every careless word that people speak, they will
give an account of it on the day of judgment.

Mat 12:37 NASB20 - "For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be
condemned.”
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Suffering and Evil?

*The greatest evil is your rejection and
rebellion against God!

*Only the follower of Christ has His comfort
and heaven in his future!

*Repent and turn to Christ!

It exists! Its inescapable, you can be jaded and cynical and judge God OR Turn to the One
who sent His only son to fix the problem!

Epicurus and we hate suffering but not evil! We want Heaven without Christ! But this itself
betrays our hearts! Cosmic Treason! Especially since the Cross!

- God is Good, YOU are NOT!!

Epicurus!

God is willing to pay for and prevent your Evil, are you willing?!! Jesus’ bloody cross and
empty tomb shows He is ABLE!

The only question left is, are you willing? If not, Then whence cometh Evil?

Remember He is God and you are not!

You can, and we all do judge God but it will be used against us in His court of law! He will
Judge youl!

Mat 12:36 NASB20 - "But | tell you that for every careless word that people speak, they will
give an account of it on the day of judgment.

Mat 12:37 NASB20 - "For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be
condemned.”
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Suffering and Evil?

*Only the follower of Christ has His comfort
and heaven in his future!

*Repent and turn to Christ!
*The elect trust He has a purpose!

It exists! Its inescapable, you can be jaded and cynical and judge God OR Turn to the One
who sent His only son to fix the problem!

Epicurus and we hate suffering but not evil! We want Heaven without Christ! But this itself
betrays our hearts! Cosmic Treason! Especially since the Cross!

- God is Good, YOU are NOT!!

Epicurus!

God is willing to pay for and prevent your Evil, are you willing?!! Jesus’ bloody cross and
empty tomb shows He is ABLE!

The only question left is, are you willing? If not, Then whence cometh Evil?

Remember He is God and you are not!

You can, and we all do judge God but it will be used against us in His court of law! He will
Judge youl!

Mat 12:36 NASB20 - "But | tell you that for every careless word that people speak, they will
give an account of it on the day of judgment.

Mat 12:37 NASB20 - "For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be
condemned.”
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Epicurus!

God is willing to p yf?%nd prevent your Evil, are you willing?!!
| empty tomb ShOWﬂHe is ABLE!
is, are you willing? If n'ot Then vyl\ance

Epicurus!

God is willing to pay for and prevent your Evil, are you willing?!! Jesus’ bloody cross and
empty tomb shows He is ABLE!

The only question left is, are you willing? If not, Then whence cometh Evil?

Remember He is God and you are not!
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THE SUFFERING THAT YOU
HAVE NOW IS JUST THE
BLACK VELVET UPON WHICH
THE DIAMOND OF GOD'S
GLORY IS GOING TO BE
REVEALED.

-Spurgeon
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SUFFERING
PROVIDES THE
GYM EQUIPMENT
ON WHICH MY

FAITH CAN BE
EXERGISED.

JONI EARECKSON TADA
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PATIENCE IS ASUBMISSION TO HIS
SOVEREIGNTY.

TO ENDURE A TRIAL, SIMPLY BECAUSE
WE CANNOT AVOID OR RESIST IT,

IS NOT CHRISTIAN PATIENCE. BUT
TO HUMBLY SUBMIT BECAUSE IT IS
THE WILL OF GOD TO INFLICT THE
TRIAL, TO BE SILENT BECAUSE THE
SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD ORDERS IT
— IS TRUE GODLY PATIENCE.

—Stephen Charnock

EVERY HOUGHT

S APTIVE
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SUFFERING

IS

AN OBSTACLE

PURPOSE BUT

T O ACHIEWVI

N G

TO GOD

A

NOT
MEANS
i S [F

S
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YOU CANNOTBE EXPOSED
ANY MORE THAN CHRIS®
WAS ON THE CROSS-AND
HE WENTTHERE FOR US.

N
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g WE AHE Tﬂﬂ PRONE Tﬂ ENGRAVE OUR

AND WRITE OUR

- TRIALS TN MARBLE
 BLESSINGS IN SAND..
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"THE ONMNLY WAY TO LEARN

 STRONG FAITH

1S TO ENDURE GREAT TRIALS.
I HAVE LEARNED MY FAITH BY

“STANDING FIRM

AMID SEVERE TESTINGS
= — GEORGE MULLER

. =N gEF“rﬁﬂth %!-
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N CARDEN 2017
NPHOTOSHOPS .COM

87



(nging‘s are not as z‘hey should be.
HBecause HHe's not finished yet.

chLey will be. Rest assured.

WhatsMyQuote.com a R & Qprau]
! o
|

88



JOY IS NOT
NECESSARILY
THE ABSENCE OF
SUFFERING. iT IS THE
PRESENCE OF GOD.

}? n ,
g "~




THE

AND SUFFERING
CHURCH, BUT

IT HAS FEW
LUKEWARM

MEMBERS.
RICHARD
WURMBRAND

IS A POOR

e~
- 3 “‘h-‘" -
: : ,
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If l were to say, "God,
why me?" about the bad
things, then | should
have said, "God, why
me?" about the good
things that happened in
my life.
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COME. AND SEE THE VICTORIES OF THE CROSS

Christ's wounds are thy HERLINGS

His agonies thy REPOSE
His conflicts thy CONOQUESTS
His groans thy SONGS
His pains thine EASE
His shame thyvy GLDORY
His death thy LIFE

His sufferimgs thy

SALVATION

Hoacattihenwwy
HENRY
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THE PROBILIENM
OF EVIL

A CHALILENGE
TO GOD'S
EXTSTENCE?
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/01’ad1si/ - the-od-i-cy

Theodicy

(noun) the branch of theology that defends God's goodness and justice in
the face of the existence of evil
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Good & Evil don’t exist.

“The universe that we observe has precisely the properties
we should expect if there is, at bottom, no design. no purpose,
no evil, no good, nothing but pitiless indifference.”

[River out of Eden)

“I1 think a case can he made that faith is one of the
waorld's great evils, comparable to the smallpox
virus hut harder to eradicate.”

["Is Science a Religion?’)

Richard Dawkins anti-theist, Atheist.

Translation: ""Evil does doesn’t exist.”
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"CLET'S FEAST AND DRINK FOR
TOMORROW WE DIE.”

"DON'T BE FOOLED BY THOSE WHO
SAY SUCH THINGS, FOrR "BAD
COMPANY CORRVPTS SGOOD CHARACTER.”
THINK CAREFVLLY ABOVT WHAT IS
RIGHT, AND STOP SINNING. FOR
TO YOUR SHAME I SAY THAT SOME
OF YOV DON'T know &ob AT ALL.”

) CorvinNTHIANS )S:B2-3Y%
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-

endurance produces character,
and character produces hope.

ROMANS 5:3-4
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‘.

e “.‘t-
ugh experience-of trialand

the soul bé'strengthened, \&

spired. and successachieved.

she lost her sight and hearing after a bout of iliness at the age of nineteen months. She
then communicated primarily using home signs until the age of seven when she met her
first teacher and life-long companion Anne Sullivan, who taught her language, including
reading and writing; Sullivan's first lessons involved spelling words on Keller's hand to show
her the names of objects around her. She also learned how to speak and to understand
other people's speech using the Tadoma method. After an education at both specialist and
mainstream schools, she attended Radcliffe College of Harvard University and became the
first deafblind person to earn a Bachelor of Arts degree. She worked for the American
Foundation for the Blind (AFB) from 1924 until 1968, during which time she toured the
United States and traveled to 35 countries around the globe advocating for those with
vision loss.
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www.reformationscotland.org

*IF YOUR LORD
CALLS YOU TO

SUFFERING
F OR

HE WILL PROVIDE A
DEEPER PORTION
OF CHRIST IN YOUR
SUFFERING"

P ﬁpﬂ&famg
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| X form llght and
e create darkness, I
-~ make wrell-being and |

create ealam;tg,t i

= l am the I.ord
= who does all
these th:ngs

Isa.lah 1.15 y A
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More than that
We rejoice in our sufferings Knowing that
sulferinge produces enduarance
and endurance produces character
and character produces hope
and hope€e does not put us to shame

becatise God's love has been poured
into our hearts through
the IHoly Spirit who has been given to us
Romans 5:3-5
WWW ANCIENTCHRISTIANITYPRESS.NE'E
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Suffering is better than sinning.
There is more evil in a drop of sin

T— Il etion Botter

.,—/aﬂ.r}"‘f .

burn for Christ; than turn from Christ.

Charles H. Spurgeon
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Sorrows are our best educator.

A man can see further through

K

a téa_r than a telescope

B Bruce Lee S
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[t is a sweet mercy to have to go through the floods,

IF SOME FILTHINESS MAY
THEREBY BE REMOVED.
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As soon as a baby enters the
world, the baby is
immediately introduced to

pain. It is somewhat
symbolic that life begins

with a cry.
R. C. Sproul
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NEVW PHILOSOPHY

STOICISM

EPICUREANISM

= Founded by Zeno

= Stoic philosophers believe
that humans should not
pressure desires like power
and wealth, because these
are dangerous.

= The ultimate good
is seeking knowledge
and showing no
emotion towards
pleasure or pain.

« Founded by Epicurus

« Epicurean philosophers
believe that the
only real things
are those we can
experience with
our 5 senses.

= The ultimate
good is seeking #£
pleasure and
achieving
harmony of
body and mind.
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[SAIAH 45:7

“I form the Tight, and create darkness.
I make peace,and create evil.
[ the Lord do all these things.”

Isa 45:7 NASB20 - The One forming light and creating darkness, Causing well-being and
creating disaster; | am the LORD who does all these things.
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TEARS

are often the = ¢
telescope by (&%

which men €.,
see far into B A

HEAVEN.

MHemi | FlLlasof Berecfieon

Henry Ward Beecher was the son of Lyman Beecher, a Calvinist minister who became one
of the best-known evangelists of his era. Several of his brothers and sisters became well-
known educators and activists, most notably Harriet Beecher Stowe, who achieved
worldwide fame with her abolitionist novel Uncle Tom's Cabin.

He soon acquired fame on the lecture circuit for his novel oratorical style in which he
employed humor, dialect, and slang. Over the course of his ministry, he developed a
theology emphasizing God's love above all else. He also grew interested in social reform,
particularly the abolitionist movement. In the years leading up to the Civil War, he raised
money to purchase slaves from captivity and to send rifles—nicknamed "Beecher's
Bibles"—to abolitionists fighting in Kansas. He toured Europe during the Civil War, speaking
in support of the Union.

After the war, Beecher supported social reform causes such as women's suffrage and
temperance. He also championed Charles Darwin's theory of evolution, stating that it was
not incompatible with Christian beliefs.[1] He was widely rumored to be an adulterer, and
in 1872 the Woodhull & Claflin's Weekly published a story about his affair with Elizabeth
Richards Tilton, the wife of his friend

In the course of his preaching, Henry Ward Beecher came to reject his father Lyman's
theology, which "combined the old belief that 'human fate was preordained by God's plan'
with a faith in the capacity of rational men and women to purge society of its sinful
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ways".[2] Henry instead preached a "Gospel of Love" that emphasized God's absolute love
rather than human sinfulness, and doubted the existence of Hell.[16][14] He also rejected his

father's prohibitions against various leisure activities as distractions from a holy life, stating
instead that "Man was made for enjoyment".[2]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Ward_Beecher
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“The Christian is not a Stoic. Neither does
he flee into a fantasy world that denies
the reality of suffering.”

AD. 5 r.gjaf‘d?f{/
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IS WILLING To HEABLE

wingt e EVL L T

THEN HE THENHE 15
1S NOT MALEVOLENT
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WILLING
WHENCE
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CALLHIM

GOD

-EPICURUS
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St. Augustine’s Theodicy

His theory is a development of the freewill defence.

i.e. Do not quote the free will defence as independent of the Augustine Theodlcy as
they are based on the same belief in the true autonomy (independence) of
human beings.

He based his theory on key Biblical passages:
Genesis 1-3: the story of Adam and Eve and their 'Fall' in the Garden of Eden.

Romans 5: 12-20: St Paul describes the Christian belief that Jesus' sacrifice
on the Cross wipes out the sin committed by Adam and Eve. Jesus' self
sacrifice has made available a boundless gift, the gift of righteousness.

He also based it on two assumptions:
1. Evil is not from God - God's creation was faultless and perfect
2. Evil came from within the world.
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Despite the obvious emphasis of Scripture (in regard fo
suffering), we are bombarded by suggestions that the

‘successful Christion living fokes ploce in the realm of
constanl viclory, health, wholeness, and financial prosperily
In response fo this we are nof fo prefend that suffering
doesn't exist or that it might be instantlycured Such nolions
are the product of empty heads and closed Bibles

" Alistair Begg

r!'ll'J."lEI-Fﬂr"IEII.n.iﬂI-I'J @ E. SO
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Ok MAN BEING CHOOSES GOD IN THE
. FACE OF SUFFERING,

DISAPPOINT MENT, UNBELIEF, CHRONIC
PAIN, FRUSTRATION, ABANDONMENT __
BEFORE THE CIRCUMSTANCES e
CHANGE, TO GET UP AND PROCLAIM
THAT GOD IS GOOD IS A
A;rING BLOW TO EVIL"
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