
Faith without Works is Dead





The Humble Christian, 
the Prideful Judge, and 

the ONE Lawgiver



Oppose the Devil by 
Humbly Obeying God’s 

Word



Bird’s Eye View of  James 4:1-12

• Our own desire are what lead to quarrels

• Those who befriend the world HATE God

• And still God’s grace is greater than our 
brokenness



Worms Eye View of  James 4:7-12

• Submit to God 

• Resist the Devil



Submit to the Lord 

• Lit: subject oneself, be subjected or 
subordinated, obey

• Submission is more than subordination

• Submission means obedience 

• James is saying, “OBEY THE LORD!”



Resist the Devil 

• Lit: be in opposition to, set oneself up 
against, oppose

• 1st aspect of the promise

• Significance: We have an Enemy

• How: By OBEYING the LORD



Our Feelings versus The Reality

• Our feelings: Did the Devil really flee?

• Feelings don’t dictate reality

• The reality: We stand not in our own 
strength







Come Close to God

• 2nd aspect of the promise

• The surprising reality of coming close to 
God

• Coming close to God means repentance





Submit, Come, and Be Humble

• 3rd aspect of the promise

• In the presence of God

• Exalted in humility

•  c.f. Luke 18:9-14



The Practical Example

• The Significance of James 4:11

• Don’t speak against one another…

• Why? 



The Prideful Judge

• Speaking against the Law is Judging the 
Law

• Not a doer of the Law but a judge of it



The ONE Lawgiver

• ONE Lawgiver and Judge (see Is. 33:22)

• The One who is able to save

• AND The One who is able to destroy

• Who are we to judge like God

• Judging as God is to judge God Himself



Call to Action for James 4:7-12

Understand that true humility 
is knowing the One Lawgiver 

and obeying His Word
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