SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 2026
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
TEN O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
declares itself to be Open and Affirming (ONA); open to all for participation, membership,
leadership and employment and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice to join us for this worship service.
May it be a blessing to you.






ORDER OF WORSHIP

First Church is a mask-friendly community of faith. Anyone who prefers to wear a mask should feel comfortable doing so.
Please know our worshipping community gathers in-person and online via livestream
with multiple camera angles of the Meetinghouse and congregation.
Audio Hearing Aids are available for your use during the service. See an usher to request a device.
Please silence all electronic devices.

The flowers on the altar today are given in celebration of Alice Wentworth’s 100* Birthday (July 24).
Alice is the mother of Philip, Abby’s mother-in-law and Claire’s grandmother.
Alice is a frequent attendee of the First Church services via the streaming services.

PRELUDE Bist Du Bei Mir (Be Thou With Me)

J. S. Bach (1685-1750)
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organist

CALL TO COMMUNITY Reverend Patrick Collins

+CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Let us start this service well, by reminding ourselves: That it is not we who chose Christ,
All:  but Christ who chose us,

One: That we are not here because of our goodness

All:  but because of Christ’s grace,

One: That we are not here to enlighten ourselves,

All:  but to allow Christ to enlighten us,

One: That we have not come to be entertained

All:  but to worship God with heart, soul, mind and strength.

TCHORAL INTROIT

THYMN Arise, Your Light is Come!
744 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

TPRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (in unison)
Lord of justice and mercy, we come to you this day seeking your healing and reconciling love. We hear the bad
news continually shouted on TV, radio, in the newspapers, magazines. The whole world seems to be shrieking
in pain. We are so overwhelmed by the needs and feel helpless in the face of such chaos. It makes us want to
close our eyes. Help us, O Lord. Heal our spirits as well as our bodies. Help us to be open to your word, your
presence, your compassion. Clear our hearts of those things which block your will. Keep us focused on your
enabling power so that we may more fully serve you. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

*Moment of silence for personal reflection™

TASSURANCE OF GRACE

TPASSING OF THE PEACE
God makes peace within us. Let us claim it. God makes peace between us. Let us share it.

One: May the peace of Christ be with all of you.
All:  And also with you.

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



TRESPONSE (remain standing)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

(During the response, the children will return to their seats.)

RESPONSE

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong.

Halle, Hallelujah

Jesus Loves Me

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

FIRST LESSON

In you, Lord my God,
[ put my trust.
[ trust in you;
do not let me be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
No one who hopes in you
will ever be put to shame,
but shame will come on those
who are treacherous without cause.
Show me your ways, Lord,
teach me your paths.
Guide me in your truth and teach me,
for you are God my Savior,
and my hope is in you all day long.
Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love,
for they are from of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth
and my rebellious ways;
according to your love remember me,
for you, Lord, are good.
Good and upright is the Lord,;
therefore he instructs sinners in his ways.
He guides the humble in what is right
and teaches them his way.

All the ways of the Lord are loving and faithful
toward those who keep the demands of his covenant.

tPlease rise in body or in spirit

Psalm 25:1-10

New International Version
Claire Wentworth



SOLO He’s Got The Whole World
Margaret Bonds (1913-1972)

Carol Woodman, soprano

SECOND LESSON Luke 10:25-37
New Revised Standard Version

An expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to
him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind and your neighbor as
yourself.” And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down
from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and took off, leaving
him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other
side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan
while traveling came upon him, and when he saw him he was moved with compassion. He went to him and
bandaged his wounds, treating them with oil and wine. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an
inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘“Take care
of him, and when I come back I will repay you whatever more you spend.” Which of these three, do you think,
was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers!” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.”
Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

MESSAGE Who Is Not?
Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

THYMN Let Us With A Gladsome Mind
31 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.

Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING Karen Yancey
Using your smartphone messaging app,
text FCCOG Donate to 73256 or scan the QR code to donate.
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Total Praise
Richard Smallwood (1948-2025)
The Summer Choir
TDOXOLOGY Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below.
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
tPlease rise in body or in spirit



TPRAYER OF DEDICATION

THYMN Lord, Speak To Me That I May Speak
722 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

TBENEDICTION

TCHORAL RESPONSE

TPOSTLUDE Allegro

G. F. Handel (1685-1759)

tPlease rise in body or in spirit

All music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

Join us for Community Hour in the Memory Garden (weather permitting) where
you can greet one another, have a cup of coffee, and a light snack.

BULLETIN NOTE

As we continue to be good stewards of our resources and the planet, we are reducing the number of bulletins
being printed. Since virtually everything is on our monitors in the Meetinghouse, particularly announcements, we
are asking that families take just one (1) bulletin per family to help us keep printing costs down. Thank you.
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