SUNDAY, JULY 12, 2026
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
TEN O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
declares itself to be Open and Affirming (ONA); open to all for participation, membership,
leadership and employment and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice to join us for this worship service.
May it be a blessing to you.






ORDER OF WORSHIP

First Church is a mask-friendly community of faith. Anyone who prefers to wear a mask should feel comfortable doing so.
Please know our worshipping community gathers in-person and online via livestream
with multiple camera angles of the Meetinghouse and congregation.
Audio Hearing Aids are available for your use during the service. See an usher to request a device.
Please silence all electronic devices.

PRELUDE Voluntary
Samuel P. Jackson (1818-1885)

Steven Russell, guest organist/director
CALL TO COMMUNITY Reverend Patrick Collins

+CALL TO WORSHIP

One: For what shall we ask our God

All:  Whose generosity knows no bounds?

One: Do we seek after the things that perish,

All:  Or after qualities of the spirit?

One: With Solomon let us ask our God for wisdom,

All:  The discernment of right and wrong

One: That we might recognize what we are called to do,
All:  That we might work for God’s justice in all things.

TCHORAL INTROIT

THYMN Awake, My Soul
663 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

TPRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (in unison)

Holy Wisdom,

You granted Solomon's request for an understanding mind and the knowledge to discern good from evil. Fill

us with such understanding and knowledge that we may act as instruments of your loving desire for creation,

working with you to transform our conceit into concern for others, our fear into love, our violence into peace,

and our brokenness into wholeness. Amen.

*Moment of silence for personal reflection™

TASSURANCE OF GRACE

TPASSING OF THE PEACE

God makes peace within us. Let us claim it. God makes peace between us. Let us share it.
One: May the peace of Christ be with all of you.
All:  And also with you.

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



TRESPONSE (remain standing)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

(During the response, the children will return to their seats.)

RESPONSE

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong.

Halle, Hallelujah

Jesus Loves Me

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

FIRST LESSON

Teach me, Lord, the way of your decrees,
that I may follow it to the end.

Give me understanding, so that I may keep your law

and obey it with all my heart.

Direct me in the path of your commands,
for there I find delight.

Turn my heart toward your statutes
and not toward selfish gain.

Turn my eyes away from worthless things;

preserve my life according to your word.

Fulfill your promise to your servant,
so that you may be feared.
Take away the disgrace I dread,
for your laws are good.
How I long for your precepts!
In your righteousness preserve my life.

ANTHEM

SECOND LESSON

Psalm 119:33-40
New International Version
Cynthia De Riemer

Lord, I Trust Thee
G. F. Handel (1685-1759)
The Summer Choir

1 Kings 3:1, 16-28

New International Version

Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt and married his daughter. He brought her to the City of
David until he finished building his palace and the temple of the Lord, and the wall around Jerusalem.

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



Now two prostitutes came to the king and stood before him. One of them said, “Pardon me, my lord. This
woman and I live in the same house, and I had a baby while she was there with me. The third day after my child
was born, this woman also had a baby. We were alone; there was no one in the house but the two of us. During
the night this woman’s son died because she lay on him. So she got up in the middle of the night and took my
son from my side while I your servant was asleep. She put him by her breast and put her dead son by my breast.
The next morning, I got up to nurse my son—and he was dead! But when I looked at him closely in the morning
light, I saw that it wasn’t the son I had borne.”

The other woman said, “No! The living one is my son; the dead one is yours.” But the first one insisted, “No! The
dead one is yours; the living one is mine.” And so they argued before the king.

The king said, “This one says, ‘My son is alive and your son is dead,” while that one says, ‘No! Your son is dead
and mine is alive.”” Then the king said, “Bring me a sword.” So they brought a sword for the king. He then gave
an order: “Cut the living child in two and give half to one and half to the other.”

The woman whose son was alive was deeply moved out of love for her son and said to the king, “Please, my lord,
give her the living baby! Don’t kill him!” But the other said, “Neither I nor you shall have him. Cut him in two!”

Then the king gave his ruling: “Give the living baby to the first woman. Do not kill him; she is his mother.”
When all Israel heard the verdict the king had given, they held the king in awe, because they saw that he had
wisdom from God to administer justice.

MESSAGE Which Way?
Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

THYMN Spirit Divine, Attend Our Prayers
407 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING
Using your smartphone messaging app,

text FCCOG Donate to 73256 or scan the QR code to donate.

ORGAN OFFERTORY Voluntary
Benjamin Cross (1786-1857)

TDOXOLOGY Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below.
Praise him above, ye heav'nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

TPRAYER OF DEDICATION

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



THYMN In Christ There Is No East Or West
317 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)
TBENEDICTION

TCHORAL RESPONSE
TPOSTLUDE Voluntary
William Selby (1738-1798)

tPlease rise in body or in spirit

All music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

Join us for Community Hour in the Memory Garden (weather permitting) where
you can greet one another, have a cup of coffee, and a light snack. Hosts for July
are members of the Women’s Fellowship.

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING - TODAY
Your Parish Nurse, Sue Asselin, is available for blood pressure screenings and health
consultations following today’s worship service, in her office to the right of the Auditorium
stage, or in the Memory Garden weather permitting. During the week, Sue is available by
appointment. Email susana@fccog.org or call 203-637-1791 extension 821.
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