SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 2026
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
TEN O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
declares itself to be Open and Affirming (ONA); open to all for participation, membership,
leadership and employment and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice to join us for this worship service.
May it be a blessing to you.






ORDER OF WORSHIP

First Church is a mask-friendly community of faith. Anyone who prefers to wear a mask should feel comfortable doing so.
Please know our worshipping community gathers in-person and online via livestream
with multiple camera angles of the Meetinghouse and congregation.
Audio Hearing Aids are available for your use during the service. See an usher to request a device.
Please silence all devices.

PRELUDE Prelude On “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

Alfred Fedak (b. 1953)
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organist

CHIMING OF THE HOUR

CALL TO COMMUNITY Reverend Cydney Van Dyke
Please sign and pass the red Fellowship Pad found at the end of your row near the center aisle, then pass it back to the
center aisle, noting the names of those worshiping near you so you may greet them at the end of worship.

If you are the person on the center aisle, please remove the completed sheet and place it in the plate during the offering.

+CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Wherever Jesus is,

All:  there we can meet with God.

One: Wherever the Body of Christ is,

All:  there we can meet with God.

One: With or without trappings and traditions:

All:  wherever two or three are gathered, we can meet with God.

TCHORAL INTROIT

THYMN Make A Joyful Noise To God!
54 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

TPRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (in unison)
Startle us out of our complacency, O God. Let your passion for worship in spirit and truth inspire us to look
beyond our traditions and lead us to new faithfulness outside this place as well as in it. Amen.

*Moment of silence for personal reflection™

TASSURANCE OF GRACE

TPASSING OF THE PEACE
God makes peace within us. Let us claim it. God makes peace between us. Let us share it.

One: May the peace of Christ be with all of you.
All:  And also with you.

T Please rise in body or in spirit



TRESPONSE (remain standing) Halle, Halle, Halle

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

(During the response, the children will return to their seats.)

RESPONSE Jesus Loves Me
Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 7:1-7
New Revised Standard Version
Pat Larrabee

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: Stand in the gate of the Lord’s house, and proclaim there this
word, and say, Hear the word of the Lord, all you people of Judah, you who enter these gates to worship

the Lord. Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Amend your ways and your doings, and let me dwell with
you in this place. Do not trust in these deceptive words: “This is the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord,
the temple of the Lord.”

For if you truly amend your ways and your doings, if you truly act justly one with another, if you do not oppress
the alien, the orphan, and the widow or shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not go after other gods
to your own hurt, then I will dwell with you in this place, in the land that I gave to your ancestors forever and
ever.

ANTHEM O Ye That Love The Lord
Samuel Coleridge Taylor (1875-1912)
The Chancel Choir

T Please rise in body or in spirit



SECOND LESSON John 2:13-25
New Revised Standard Version

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling cattle,
sheep, and doves and the money changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out
of the temple, with the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned
their tables. He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s
house a marketplace!” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” The
Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple,
and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six
years, and will you raise it up in three days!?” But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the scripture and the word that
Jesus had spoken.

When he was in Jerusalem during the Passover festival, many believed in his name because they saw the signs that
he was doing. But Jesus on his part would not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people and needed no
one to testify about anyone, for he himself knew what was in everyone.

MESSAGE It’s Flipping Grace
Reverend Patrick Collins

THYMN A Grateful Heart
652 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

DEDICATION OF THE PRAYER SHAWLS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING Pat Mendelsohn

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or scan the QR code to donate.

ORGAN OFFERTORY Psalm 23
Charles Wood (1866-1926)

T Please rise in body or in spirit



1DOXOLOGY Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow
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TPRAYER OF DEDICATION

THYMN I Need Thee Every Hour
735 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

TBENEDICTION

TCHORAL RESPONSE

TPOSTLUDE Fantasy On “How Firm A Foundation”

Alice Jordan (1916-2012)

+ Please rise in body or in spirit

All music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

Join us for Community Hour in the Auditorium where you can greet one
another, have a cup of coffee, and a light snack. Hosts for January are members
of the Caring Ministries.

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING - TODAY
High blood pressure is one major risk factor for stroke, which can lead to a multitude of
disabilities, and affects nearly 800,000 people in the U.S. each year. Other common stroke
risk factors are smoking, uncontrolled diabetes, and lack of regular physical exercise.

Your Parish Nurse, Sue Asselin, will be available for blood pressure screenings and health
consultations in her office to the right of the Auditorium stage.During the week, Sue is available by appointment.
Email susana@fccog.org or call 203-637-1791 extension 821.



A NEW YEAR - A NEW YOU!

Did you know that anyone can serve in a variety of roles on Sunday

mornings! Each Sunday, many people serve as ushers, scripture readers,

sharing the call to offering and providing treats during Community

Hour following worship.
But, too often, the same people work week after week because there aren’t enough people to signed
up to fill the spots necessary. There is something for everyone to do. Head to SignUp Genius (link is at the
bottom left corner of our website [www.fccog.org] or scan the QR code and participate in the work of the church
when you are available.

ANNUAL GIVING UPDATE

We're well on our way for this year with 159 pledging units

and over 81% of our goal! Thanks to all who have pledged.

This figure is as of Jan 14.

[t’s not too late to make your pledge to First Church for the

2026 calendar year. You can scan the QR code below which
will take you to the website and make your
pledge online, or you can use the pledge card in
the rack in front of your seat and place it in the
offering plate during the offering.

We are grateful for your generosity to continue the ministry

that First Church is in the greater Greenwich community and

throughout the world.

OFFERING ENVELOPES
If you signed up for offering envelopes, be sure to pick them up during Community Hour in the Auditorium
following worship today.

SAVE THE DATE Sunday, January 25 - Christmas Tree Sale gift presentation to our charity partners
Come to worship Sunday morning January 25 to welcome our guests and hear brief remarks from David Rabin,
CEO of Greenwich United Way, one of the recipients from our Christmas tree sale.



THE 2026 SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY SOUP & CHILI SALE
Do you have a favorite soup recipe, or a love of cooking? It's time to dust off
your soup-making-skills by volunteering to make and donate a quart (or several
quarts!) of soup or chili to the FCCOG Women's Fellowship Fundraiser.

The sale will take place in the auditorium on Sunday February 8, 2026 from
11:00 am to 1:00 pm. Quarts of homemade soup and chili will be sold for $10 each.
Please sign up to donate after church in the auditorium beginning Sunday January 11 and continuing for the next
several Sundays. Restaurantstyle food containers will be available when you sign up.
This annual event is easy, inexpensive and popular for those who love to cook, and those who love to eat! This is
the only Women's Fellowship fundraiser for the year. Please contact Sue Wilder for more
information swilder102@gmail.com
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THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
108 Sound Beach Avenue Old Greenwich CT 06870
203-637-1791 » www.fccog.org

Ministers - All Members Of The First Congregational Church Of Greenwich

Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
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Director of Church School/ Regional Youth Ministry

Parish Nurse

Director of Operations
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Livestream Director

Audio Technician

Database Administrative Assistant
Facility Manager

Sexton

Sexton

First Church Preschool Director

First Church Preschool Assistant Director
Pastor Emerita

Reverend Patrick Collins

Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

Dr. Craig Scott Symons
Khaleigh Laicher
Susan Asselin, RN
Wendy Spezzano

Greg Girolamo

Daniel Lepoutre

Bob Small

Sue Wilder

Julio Yika

Joe Vartuli

Curtis Gay

Beth Genovese
Melanie Garnett
Reverend Sally Colegrove



