SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2026
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER
TEN O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
declares itself to be Open and Affirming (ONA); open to all for participation, membership,
leadership and employment and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice to join us for this worship service.
May it be a blessing to you.






ORDER OF WORSHIP

First Church is a mask-friendly community of faith. Anyone who prefers to wear a mask should feel comfortable doing so.
Please know our worshipping community gathers in-person and online via livestream
with multiple camera angles of the Meetinghouse and congregation.
Audio Hearing Aids are available for your use during the service. See an usher to request a device.
Please silence all electronic devices.

PRELUDE Festival Fanfare
Jason W. Krug (b. 1978)

The Palmer Handbell Choir

Dr. Craig Scott Symons, director

CALL TO COMMUNITY Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

+CALL TO WORSHIP

One: In places of captivity, seen and unseen,
All:  God moves to set us free.

One: Where dignity has been lost or denied,
All:  God restores what has always been sacred.
One: Among strangers, in unexpected moments,
All:  God draws us together in grace.

TCHORAL INTROIT

THYMN Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
187 Pilgrim Hymnal (red)

TPRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (in unison)

God of freedom and new life, you meet us in the places we feel bound and remind us of who we are, beloved
and whole. Give us the courage to live from that identity, to honor the dignity in one another, and to stay
open to the connections you place before us. Free us for love and for one another, as we follow the way of
Jesus. Amen.

*Moment of silence for personal reflection™
+ASSURANCE OF GRACE

TPASSING OF THE PEACE
God makes peace within us. Let us claim it. God makes peace between us. Let us share it.

One: May the peace of Christ be with all of you.
All:  And also with you.

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



TRESPONSE (remain standing) Halle, Hallelujah

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
(During the response, the children will return to their seats or depart for Church School.)

RESPONSE Jesus Loves Me
Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

FIRST LESSON Psalm 146
New Revised Standard Version
Bill DeHaven

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul!
[ will praise the Lord as long as I live;
[ will sing praises to my God all my life long.

Do not put your trust in princes,
in mortals, in whom there is no help.

When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
on that very day their plans perish.

Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord their God,
who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps faith forever; who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry.

The Lord sets the prisoners free;
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous.
The Lord watches over the strangers;
he upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

The Lord will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, for all generations.

Praise the Lord!

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



SOLO He Touched Me
Bill Gaither (b. 1936)

Carol Woodman, soprano

SECOND LESSON Acts 16:16-34
New Revised Standard Version

One day as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a female slave who had a spirit of divination and brought
her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These
men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” She kept doing this for many
days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come
out of her.” And it came out that very hour.

But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them
into the marketplace before the authorities. When they had brought them before the magistrates, they said,
“These men, these Jews, are disturbing our city and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us, being
Romans, to adopt or observe.” The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of
their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw
them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. Following these instructions, he put them in the
innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to

them. Suddenly there was an earthquake so violent that the foundations of the prison were shaken, and
immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. When the jailer woke up and saw
the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners
had escaped. But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” The jailer called for
lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them outside and said,
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They answered, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your
household.” They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. At the same hour of the
night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized without delay. He
brought them up into the house and set food before them, and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had
become a believer in God.

MESSAGE Not Just Free
Reverend Patrick Collins

THYMN Come, Ye Faithful, Raise The Strain
185 Pilgrim Hymnal (red)

BLESSING OF THE PRAYER SHAWLS

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING Jennifer Gartner
OFFERTORY ANTHEM True Light
Keith Hampton (b.1957)

The Chancel Choir

Daniel Young, tenor
TDOXOLOGY Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below: Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

TPRAYER OF DEDICATION

THYMN Great God, We Sing That Mighty Hand
454 Pilgrim Hymnal (red)

TBENEDICTION

TCHORAL RESPONSE

tPOSTLUDE Chimings Of Great Joy

Dan R. Edwards (b. 1951)

tPlease rise in body or in spirit

All music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

Join us for Community Hour in the Auditorium where you can greet one
another, have a cup of coffee, and a light snack. Hosts for April are members of
the Faith Formation & Education Committees.

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING - TODAY
High blood pressure is one major risk factor for stroke, which can lead to a multitude of
disabilities, and affects nearly 800,000 people in the U.S. each year. Other common stroke
risk factors are smoking, uncontrolled diabetes, and lack of regular physical exercise.
Your Parish Nurse, Sue Asselin, will be available for blood pressure screenings and health
consultations in her office to the right of the Auditorium stage. During the week, Sue is
available by appointment. Email susana@fccog.org or call 203-637-1791 extension 821.



WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP QUILT RAFFLE & ANNUAL MEETING/LUNCHEON

[t’s April and that means the annual quilt raffle to benefit The Women’s
Fellowship is just around the corner. Tickets will be sold at community
hour, the church front office, and The Rummage Room. Tickets are $5
and the drawing will be held on Saturday, May 16 at noon.

TODAY - If folks
would like to carpool to
save gas and mitigate
overcrowded parking,
please meet at the
FCCOG church parking
lot at 1:15pm.

The carpools will leave
at 1:30pm.



RISE AGAINST HUNGER UPDATE
Thank you to all 180 volunteers who set-up,
welcomed volunteers, packaged, sealed and
boxed meals, and cleaned up for the Rise
Against Hunger event on Sunday! It was a
joyful, hands-on worship service providing
20,088 meals for those facing food insecurity.
Once we learn where the meals have shipped,
we will pass that information along.

Also, thank you to everyone who contributed a
Lenten Gift to underwrite the ingredients for
the meal packing event. We could not hold
this event without you!

With great appreciation,
The Outreach Committee

Scan the QR code
to purchase tickets for the

Festival of Handbell Choirs



ROYALTIES FOR SPIRITUALS
Our Royalties for Spirituals initiative is

highlighted each time a gospel or spiritual is
offered in worship during the year. The Chancel
Choir’s anthem “True Light” is based on the
song “This little light of mine” which is an American
gospel song that originated in the 1920s, when it was
first sung in Christian churches and penitentiaries.
The hymn is often attributed to evangelist Harry
Dixon Loes who is said to have written it for children,
using the biblical passage about the lamp under a
bushel as inspiration. (Wikipedia)

Please consider giving generously to this effort which supports the music program at Adam J. Lewis
Academy in Bridgeport. Scan the QR code in the graphic to learn more about this initiative. Scan the
QR code on the left to donate to the initiative.



PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY GATHERING

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP
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