
SUNDAY, JUNE 14, 2026 
CELEBRATION SUNDAY 

 TEN O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING 
 

 
 

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH 
declares itself to be Open and Affirming (ONA); open to all for participation, membership, 

leadership and employment and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God. 
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith. 

We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice to join us for this worship service. 
May it be a blessing to you. 



 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
First Church is a mask-friendly community of faith. Anyone who prefers to wear a mask should feel comfortable doing so. 

Please know our worshipping community gathers in-person and online via livestream 
with multiple camera angles of the Meetinghouse and congregation. 

Audio Hearing Aids are available for your use during the service. See an usher to request a device. 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

 
PRELUDE  Flourish 

Gordon Young (1919-1998) 
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organist 

 
CALL TO COMMUNITY Reverend Cydney Van Dyke 
 
CALL TO ANNUAL MEETING Carol Woodman, Church Clerk 
 
CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP Lead With Love 

Melanie DeMore 
The Cherub Choir 

Carol Woodman, director 
Lynn Woodman Hawxhurst, ukulele 

Carolyn Paulus, piano 
 
†CALL TO WORSHIP Matthew Golodinskii 
One:  We gather today to celebrate the faithfulness of God across every season of life — from the very first breath 

to the stepping out into new beginnings. 
All:   We come with grateful hearts, for God has been faithful in every milestone. 
One:   Before we were formed, God knew us. Before we drew our first breath, we were wonderfully made — knit 

together by hands that never forget and eyes that never look away. 
All:  We praise You, O Lord, for we are fearfully and wonderfully made. 
One:  We have received a sacred charge to tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord — God’s 

power, God’s wonders, and the story of God’s love that never ends. 
All:  We will not hide these things from our children. We will pass on what we have been given. 
One:  We have been taught the Holy Scriptures since we were young — words that make us wise for freedom 

through faith in Christ Jesus, words that equip us for every good work. 
All:  Your Word is a lamp to our feet, a light to our path, and the bread that sustains our souls. 
One:  From the waters of baptism to the opening of God's Word, from the tables of communion to the 

threshold of new futures — 
All:  This is the God we worship. This is the faith we celebrate. This is the story we carry together — from 

generation to generation, from milestone to milestone, to the glory of God. Let us worship God 
together! 

 
†HYMN  Let Us Build A House 

301 Glory To God Hymnal (purple) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
†Please rise in body or in spirit 



†PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (in unison)  
Gracious God of all, we praise you for every milestone experienced. May we know your presence in our every 
thought, word, and deed, telling each new generation of what you have done. Forgive us when we don’t 
recognize your goodness at work. Feed us today at this table where you offer yourself as bread for the hungry, 
restoring in us what striving and worry have worn away. And let your living word do its deep work in every 
heart—correcting, training, and equipping us for faithful living. Amen. 

 
*Moment of silence for personal reflection* 

 
†ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
 
†PASSING OF THE PEACE 

God makes peace within us. Let us claim it. God makes peace between us. Let us share it. 
 

One: May the peace of Christ be with all of you. 
All:  And also with you. 
 
†RESPONSE (remain standing) Halle, Hallelujah 

 
 

MILESTONE OF OUR FAITH: BAPTISM  
“For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.”  
Psalm 139:13-14 (Common English Bible) 

Nico E–B. 
BAPTISM  Jack McCandless 

Son of Emily and William McCandless 
 

ANTHEM   With One Voice 
Terri Sinclair 

The Celebration Singers 
Vance Briceland, piano 

 
MILESTONE OF OUR FAITH: TEACHING 

“Listen, my people, to my teaching; tilt your ears toward the words of my mouth. I will open my mouth with a proverb.  
I’ll declare riddles from days long gone — ones that we’ve heard and learned about, ones that our ancestors told us. 

We won’t hide them from their descendants; we’ll tell the next generation all about the praise due to the Lord 
and his strength—the wondrous works God has done.” 

Psalm 78:1-4 (Common English Bible) 
Luke S. 

 
†Please rise in body or in spirit 



TEACHER RECOGNITION Khaleigh Laicher 
Reverend Cydney Van Dyke 

 
We give our thanks to all who have helped our Church School in various ways this year, especially our families! 

 
One:  Today, we recognize and affirm all our Church School teachers and helpers with deep appreciation for 

their dedication and faithful fulfillment of their call to journey with our children in faith. 
All:  We give thanks to God for their time and talent. 
One:  It is said that faith is caught not taught. Children learn the message of God's love and presence through 

the patient and consistent words and actions of committed teachers, helpers, and volunteers. 
All:  Thanks be to God for those who are willing to give of themselves through this gift of presence. 
One:  Through caring gestures and kind words, laughter and gentle encouragement, children learn of God's love 

and the joy of a faith community. 
All:  As a congregation, we give thanks to God for the blessings of time and commitment these teachers and 

helpers have given to our children. May their service be blessed, as it is a blessing to our community of 
faith. 

 
MILESTONE OF OUR FAITH: READING SCRIPTURE  

“But you must continue with the things you have learned and found convincing. You know who taught you. Since childhood 
you have known the holy scriptures that help you to be wise in a way that leads to salvation through faith that is in Christ 

Jesus. Every scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for showing mistakes, for correcting, and for training 
character, so that the person who belongs to God can be equipped to do everything that is good.”  

2 Timothy 3:14-17 (Common English Bible) 
Nico E–B. 

 
3rd GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION Reverend Cydney Van Dyke 

Khaleigh Laicher 
Church School Teachers 

 
CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS 
We, your teachers, promised to open this book and its truths to you. We reflected on its stories with you to 
help you have a better understanding of its message. 
 
3rd GRADE FAMILIES 
We as parents want you to grow in knowledge of Jesus Christ and his love for you. We want to open its pages 
with you so together we can learn its words of life. 
 
CONGREGATION 
We as the congregation are pleased to present these Bibles to you with the hope that they may be, over the 
years, worn with use. We will do all we can as a church to help you understand and appreciate what is written 
on their pages. The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ. We therefore commend to your reading and 
understanding the amazing story of God’s love for us through his son, our savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
ANTHEM  Sing, Sing A Song 

Joe Raposo 
The Cherub Choir 

The Celebration Singers 
 
 



MILESTONE OF OUR FAITH: COMMUNION  
Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. 

Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 
John 6:35 (Common English Bible) 

Luke S. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

It is a tradition at First Church for our Church School students to learn about communion each year. 
To mark this special emphasis, those youth will help to lead the congregation 

through the Communion Liturgy and celebrate with their special Class Communion. 
 
Invitation 
Prayer Of Consecration 
Words Of Institution 
Receiving The Bread And Cup 

 
In the tradition of our church, let us partake of the bread (gluten-free) and the cup together, remembering our individual 

uniqueness in the eyes of God and our diversity and unity within the Body of Christ. Those receiving communion are asked to 
come forward by the center aisle, receive the bread and cup, then return to their seats by the side aisle. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Charlie S. and Grayson A. 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 
Amen. 
  

MILESTONE OF OUR FAITH: CELEBRATION OF GRADUATES  
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 
You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.” 

Jeremiah 29:11-13 (Common English Bible) 
Nico E–B. 

 
One:  We recognize today those who have grown among us. 
All:   We see you, we celebrate you, we are proud of you. 
One:   Some of you took your first steps of faith right here in this community. 
All:  We remember, and we treasure every moment. 
One:  You came to us as children, and now you step forward as young adults. 
All:  We have watched you become, and it has been a gift. 
One:  The road ahead may be unknown, but you do not walk it alone. 
All:  We go with you in spirit, in prayer, and in love. 
One:  Go forth with courage, with curiosity, and with an open heart. 
All:  And know that you will always have a home here. 
One:  We bless you on your way. 
All:  Amen. 
 
 



CALL TO OFFERING The O’Brien Family 
Using your smartphone messaging app, 

text FCCOG Donate to 73256 or scan the QR code to donate. 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM The Prayers I Make 
   Arlen Clarke (b. 1954) 

The Summer Choir 
 
†DOXOLOGY  Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below. 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
†PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
†HYMN O God, Who Teaches Us To Live 
 
O God, who teaches us to live  
and guides us on our way 
For all the teachers in our midst, 
we give you thanks and praise.  
 
For love that welcomes children in 
And hold them when they stray,  
For knowledge hearts and souls receive 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 

For wisdom, skills, and confidence 
Where wonder leads to faith, 
For those who ask and those who hear 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
For words and numbers, hopes and dreams 
That grow from day to day, 
For inspiration’s messengers, 
we give you thanks and praise. 

 
For all who follow teaching’s call 
With courage and with grace 
To build a future for us all, 
we give you thanks and praise. 

 
†BENEDICTION  
 
†CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
†POSTLUDE Plein Jeu 

Gordon Young 
†Please rise in body or in spirit 

 
All music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.  

 
 
Join us for Community Hour in the Memory Garden (weather permitting) where 
you can greet one another, have a cup of coffee, and a light snack. Hosts for June 
are members of the Outreach Committee. 







 



 
 
 
 
 





 



 



 
 



THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH 
108 Sound Beach Avenue Old Greenwich CT 06870 

203-637-1791 • www.fccog.org 
 

Ministers - All Members Of The First Congregational Church Of Greenwich 
 

Senior Pastor Reverend Patrick Collins 
Associate Pastor  Reverend Cydney Van Dyke 
Minister of Music  Dr. Craig Scott Symons 
Director of Church School/Regional Youth Ministry Khaleigh Laicher 
Parish Nurse Susan Asselin, RN 
Director of Operations Wendy Spezzano 
Director of Finance & Administration Greg Girolamo 
Livestream Director Daniel Lepoutre 
Audio Technician Bob Small 
Database Administrative Assistant Sue Wilder 
Buildings and Grounds Supervisor Johnny Ramos 
Facility Supervisor and Sunday Sexton Julio Yika 
Sexton  Joe Vartuli 
Sexton  Curtis Gay 
First Church Preschool Director Beth Genovese 
First Church Preschool Assistant Director Melanie Garnett 
Pastor Emerita Reverend Sally Colegrove 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


