SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 2026
[WELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
EIGHT O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
declares itself to be Open and Affirming (ONA); open to all for participation, membership,
leadership and employment and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice to join us for this worship service.
May it be a blessing to you.






ORDER OF WORSHIP

GREETING AND GATHERING PRAYER Reverend Patrick Collins

CALL TO WORSHIP

One:  God meets us in moments we do not always understand.

All: God’s grace continues to work within us.

One:  Through every question, struggle, and faithful step, we are being transformed.
All: What seems unfinished may still be unfolding.

One: Let us open ourselves to the patient movement of God.

All: Let us worship the One who is making all things new.

HYMN God Of Great And God Of Small
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God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,
God of land and sky and sea, God of life and des -ti - ny,
God of si - lence, God of sound, God by whom the lost are found,
God of heaven and God of earth, God of death and God of birth,
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God of weak and God of strong, God to  whom all things be - long,
God of nev -er - end-ing power, yet be - side me ev - ery hour
God of day and dark-est night, God whose love turns wrong to right,
God of now and days be - fore, God who reigns for - ev - er - more,

Refrain
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al - le-lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, praise be to your name.
FIRST LESSON Psalm 139:1-13

New Revised Standard Version

O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when [ rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down
and are acquainted with all my ways.
Even before a word is on my tongue,
O Lord, you know it completely.
You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that [ cannot attain it.



Where can I go from your spirit?
Or where can [ flee from your presence’
If I ascend to heaven, you are there;
if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.
If I take the wings of the morning
and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
even there your hand shall lead me,
and your right hand shall hold me fast.
If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,
and night wraps itself around me,”
even the darkness is not dark to you;
the night is as bright as the day,
for darkness is as light to you.
For it was you who formed my inward parts;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
[ praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.

ANTHEM Jubilate
Mark Schweizer (1956-2019)

The Summer Choir

SECOND LESSON Mark 10:17-22

New Revised Standard Version

As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what
must | do to inherit eternal life!” Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God

alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness. You shall not defraud. Honor your father and mother.” ” He said to him,
“Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing;
go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow
me.” When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.

MESSAGE A Slow Unfolding

COMMUNION
We practice open Communion — all who wish to know the presence of Christ and to
participate in the community of God’s people are welcome to receive Communion,
including children of all ages, and regardless of church membership or
denominational affiliation. All are welcome to the table of God.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.



HYMN Let Us Talents And Tongues Employ

BENEDICTION

All music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

Please stay for Community Hour following worship where you can greet one
another, have a cup of coffee, and a light snack.
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