SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2026
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER
TEN O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
declares itself to be Open and Affirming (ONA); open to all for participation, membership,
leadership and employment and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice to join us for this worship service.
May it be a blessing to you.






ORDER OF WORSHIP

First Church is a mask-friendly community of faith. Anyone who prefers to wear a mask should feel comfortable doing so.
Please know our worshipping community gathers in-person and online via livestream
with multiple camera angles of the Meetinghouse and congregation.
Audio Hearing Aids are available for your use during the service. See an usher to request a device.
Please silence all electronic devices.

PRELUDE Solemn Prelude
John Marsh (1752-1828)

Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organist

CALL TO COMMUNITY Reverend Patrick Collins
TCHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP My God Is So Big
The Cherub Choir

Lynn Hawxhurst, director
Carolyn Paulus, piano

+CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Our God is a God who goes beyond — beyond our comfort, beyond our expectations, beyond our bubble.
All:  Come, let us worship the God who goes beyond.

One: Ours is a God who calls us out of comfort zones

All:  And shows us who we are to meet, what we are to learn, and how we are to share.
One: Our God is found in the most unexpected places, in the most unexpected faces.
All:  Open our hearts, Lord, to recognize you.

One: Our God’s good news is meant to be shared,

All:  Whose grace carries us beyond what we thought possible.

One: Give us words, give us grace, give us hearts to go beyond as well.

All:  Come, let us worship the God who goes beyond.

THYMN I Come With Joy
515 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

TPRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (in unison)
God of all, you are present in all places and in all peoples, and the gospel story is spoken in all languages. Open
our hearts and our minds to traditions different than our own, that we might learn from them, grow toward
you, and become one unified Body of Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

*Moment of silence for personal reflection™

TASSURANCE OF GRACE

TPASSING OF THE PEACE
God makes peace within us. Let us claim it. God makes peace between us. Let us share it.

One: May the peace of Christ be with all of you.
All:  And also with you.

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



TRESPONSE (remain standing) Halle, Hallelujah

ANTHEM I Was Glad
Gwendolyn Emery-Owings (b. 1948)

The Celebration Singers

Vance Briceland, piano

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
(During the response, the children will return to their seats.)

RESPONSE Jesus Loves Me
Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

FIRST LESSON Acts 17:16-21
New International Version

Bob Mendelsohn

While Paul was in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city was full of idols. So he reasoned in the
synagogue with both Jews and God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who
happened to be there. A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to debate with him. Some of them
asked, “What is this babbler trying to say?” Others remarked, “He seems to be advocating foreign gods.” They said
this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection. Then they took him and brought
him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are
presenting’ You are bringing some strange ideas to our ears, and we would like to know what they mean.” (All the
Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to
the latest ideas.)

ANTHEM Rejoice, The Lord Is King
Michael Larkin (b. 1951)
The Chancel Choir

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



SECOND LESSON Acts 17:22-31
Common English Bible

Paul stood up in the middle of the council on Mars Hill and said, “People of Athens, I see that you are very
religious in every way. As I was walking through town and carefully observing your objects of worship, I even
found an altar with this inscription: “To an unknown God.” What you worship as unknown, I now proclaim to
you. God, who made the world and everything in it, is Lord of heaven and earth. He doesn’t live in temples made
with human hands. Nor is God served by human hands, as though he needed something, since he is the one who
gives life, breath, and everything else. From one person God created every human nation to live on the whole
earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their lands. God made the nations so they
would seek him, perhaps even reach out to him and find him. In fact, God isn’t far away from any of us. In God
we live, move, and exist. As some of your own poets said, “We are his offspring.’

“Therefore, as God’s offspring, we have no need to imagine that the divine being is like a gold, silver, or stone
image made by human skill and thought. God overlooked ignorance of these things in times past, but now directs
everyone everywhere to change their hearts and lives. This is because God has set a day when he intends to judge

the world justly by a man he has appointed. God has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the
dead.”

MESSAGE A Very Good Place To Start
Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

THYMN We Come As Guests [nvited
504 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
[nvitation
Prayer of Consecration
Words of Institution
Receiving the Bread and Cup
In the tradition of our church, let us partake of the bread (gluten-free) and the cup together, remembering
our individual uniqueness in the eyes of God and our diversity and unity within the Body of Christ.
Those receiving communion are asked to come forward by the center aisle,

receive the bread and cup, then return to their seats by the side aisle.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING Pat Mendelsohn

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



ORGAN OFFERTORY Voluntary In C Major
William Boyce (1711-1779)

TDOXOLOGY Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below: Alleluia, alleluia!

Praise him above, ye heav’'nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

TPRAYER OF DEDICATION

THYMN Great Is Thy Faithfulness
39 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

TBENEDICTION

FCHORAL RESPONSE

TPOSTLUDE Postlude

Arnold Cooke (1906-2005)

tPlease rise in body or in spirit

All music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

Join us for Community Hour in the Auditorium where you can greet one
another, have a cup of coffee, and a light snack. Hosts for May are members of
the Asset Management Committee.

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING - TODAY
High blood pressure is one major risk factor for stroke, which can lead to a multitude of
disabilities, and affects nearly 800,000 people in the U.S. each year. Other common stroke
risk factors are smoking, uncontrolled diabetes, and lack of regular physical exercise.
Your Parish Nurse, Sue Asselin, will be available for blood pressure screenings and health
consultations in her office to the right of the Auditorium stage. During the week, Sue is
available by appointment. Email susana@fccog.org or call 203-637-1791 extension 821.

INFORMATIONAL MEETING -
TODAY



WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP QUILT RAFFLE & ANNUAL MEETING/LUNCHEON

It’s May and that means the annual quilt raffle to benefit The Women’s Fellowship is
coming up soon. Tickets are $5 and will be sold at community hour, the church front
office, and The Rummage Room and the drawing will be held during the luncheon.

LUNCHEON DETAILS

The Women’s Fellowship luncheon and meeting will be held on

Saturday, May 16 from 11:30 - 1:30. The cost for the meeting is $25, which includes
a catered lunch and speakers from two of the agencies that received grants from us
this year. Advance registration and payment are REQUIRED. The deadline for
registration and payment is Thursday, May 14th, 2026. We hold a brief business
meeting, elect our slate of officers, vote on Charitable Allocations and hear speakers
from two of our recipient agencies.



Scan the QR code to purchase tickets for the
Festival of Handbell Choirs












THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
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203-637-1791 » www.fccog.org
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Senior Pastor Reverend Patrick Collins
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