SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2026
EASTER SUNDAY
9AM & 11 AM

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
declares itself to be Open and Affirming (ONA); open to all for participation, membership,
leadership and employment and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice to join us for this worship service.
May it be a blessing to you.






ORDER OF WORSHIP

First Church is a mask-friendly community of faith. Anyone who prefers to wear a mask should feel comfortable doing so.
Please know our worshipping community gathers in-person and online via livestream
with multiple camera angles of the Meetinghouse and congregation.
Audio Hearing Aids are available for your use during the service. See an usher to request a device.
Please silence all electronic devices.

PRELUDE QOuwerture (from Water Music)
G. F. Handel (1685-1759)

Organ, Brass, Percussion

Dr. Craig Scott Symons, director

CALL TO COMMUNITY Reverend Patrick Collins

+CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Something has happened!

All:  We don’t understand, but we will come and see.
One: Look! He is not here!

All:  We don’t understand, but we will come and see.
One: Listen! He calls our name...

All:  We have seen the Lord!

One: Hallelujah, Christ is risen!

All:  He is risen indeed! Hallelujah!

TPROCESSIONAL HYMN Christ The Lord Is Risen Today
Arr. William Bradley Roberts (b. 1947)

Christ the Lord is ris’n today, Alleluia! Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth, reply, Alleluia!

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!
Once He died our souls to save, Alleluia! Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia!

Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!
Death in vain forbids His rise, Alleluia! Christ hath opened paradise, Alleluia!

Soar we now where Christ hath led, Alleluia! Fol'wing our exalted Head, Alleluia!
Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia! Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!

TPRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (in unison)

Lord Jesus, we came early, hoping to say goodbye, because everything happened so fast. But you were already
ahead of us, leaving death behind and turning our sorrow into wonder. In the mystery of your risen life, call
our name and raise us with you. Lift our eyes from tears, our hearts from fear, and draw us into the new life
you are preparing. For you are risen indeed. Alleluia! Amen.

*Moment of silence for personal reflection™

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



TASSURANCE OF GRACE

TPASSING OF THE PEACE

God makes peace within us. Let us claim it. God makes peace between us. Let us share it.

One: May the peace of Christ be with all of you.
All:  And also with you.

TRESPONSE (remain standing)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Halle, Hallelujah

(During the response, the children will return to their seats.)

RESPONSE

Jesus Loves Me

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

FIRST LESSON

For [ am about to create new heavens
and a new earth;

the former things shall not be remembered
or come to mind.

But be glad and rejoice forever
in what I am creating,

for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy
and its people as a delight.

[ will rejoice in Jerusalem
and delight in my people;

no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it
or the cry of distress.

tPlease rise in body or in spirit

Isaiah 65:17-22

New Revised Standard Version
Pat Mendelsohn (9 a.m.)

Carol Woodman (11 a.m.)



No more shall there be in it
an infant who lives but a few days
or an old person who does not live out a lifetime,
for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth,
and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed.
They shall build houses and inhabit them;
they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
They shall not build and another inhabit;
they shall not plant and another eat,
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be,
and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.

ANTHEM Sing Ye To The Lord
Charles Harford Lloyd (1849-1919)

The Chancel Choir

GOSPEL LESSON John 20:1-18

New Revised Standard Version

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the
stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they
have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the
tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’s head, not lying with the
linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went
in, and he saw and believed, for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the

dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes.

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb, and she saw two
angels in white sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said
to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know
where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did
not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping! Whom are you looking for!”
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid
him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!”
(which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not touch me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But
go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’

” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and she told them that he had
said these things to her.

MESSAGE How We Come To See
Reverend Patrick Collins



THYMN Crown Him With Many Crowns
Arr. Mark Schweizer
(1956-2019)
Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne;
hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own!
Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity.

Crown him the Lord of love; behold his hands and side,
rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified:
no angel in the sky can fully bear that sight,
but downward bends his burning eye at mysteries so bright.

Crown him the Lord of peace, whose power a scepter sways
from pole to pole, that wars may cease, absorbed in prayer and praise.
His reign shall know no end; and round his pierced feet
fair flowers of paradise extend their fragrance ever sweet.

Crown him the Lord of years, the potentate of time;
creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime.
All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me;
thy praise shall never, never fail throughout eternity.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Ye Choirs Of New Jerusalem
Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924)
TDOXOLOGY Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below: Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise him above, ye heav'nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
TPRAYER OF DEDICATION

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



THYMN Thine Is The Glory
Arr. Mark Schweizer

Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son;
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won.
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,

kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay.

Refrain:
Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son; endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won.

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom.
Let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,
for the Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting. (Refrain)

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life!

Life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife.
Make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love;
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. (Refrain)

+tBENEDICTION
TEASTER RESPONSE Hallelujah Chorus
G. F. Handel (1685-1759)
Congregation, Choir
Music can be found under the seat in front of you - sing with your whole being!
Please return music to the rack after use.
POSTLUDE Praise The Lord With Drums And Cymbals

Sigfrid Karg-Elert (1877-1933)

tPlease rise in body or in spirit

ORGAN, BRASS, PERCUSSION
Organ: William Roslak
Trumpets: Anthony Kadleck, Jim Cifelli
French Horn: Debbie Schmidt
Trombones: Steve Shulman, Cliff Haynes
Percussion: Barbara Freedman

All hymns reprinted with permission under
ONE LICENSE #A-726454.
All rights reserved.



RISE AGAINST HUNGER MEAL PACKING EVENT - SUNDAY APRIL 19 AT 10 A.M.

During our morning worship time, we will pack 20,000 meals to support
Rise Against Hunger’s vision of a world without hunger, which distributes meals in
38 countries to schools, health clinics and communities hit by disaster. The meals
help keep children in school and aid communities in the short term as
they develop long term food security. Please register ahead of time -

scan the blue QR code on the right to take part in this exciting time together! Everyone must register

and sign the waiver required by Rise Against Hunger.

The cost of underwriting The Rise Against Hunger meal packing and the meal packing event will be
our 2026 Lenten Offering and Lenten Project. Scan the green QR code to donate and support this
project. Please join us for a fun, energized, music-filled morning when we will experience the joy of
working together to help the least among us! Bring friends to show them First Church in action!

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP QUILT RAFFLE & ANNUAL MEETING/LUNCHEON

[t’s April and that means the annual quilt raffle to benefit The Women'’s Fellowship is
just around the corner. Tickets will be sold at community hour, the church front office,
and The Rummage Room. Tickets are $5 and the drawing will be held on Saturday,

May 16 at noon.

EASTER FLOWER & BRASS DONATIONS
List reflects donations received through 12 p.m., Tuesday, March 31, 2026

GIVEN BY

Amanda & Jay Anderson

Cyndy & Ty Anderson

Sue Hout Baker, Sara, Charlie, Liz
Lois, Kristina, & Rebecca

Ginny & Don Breismeister

Vance Briceland & Craig Symons
Susan, Nico, & Alida Elliott-Bocassi
Ken & Susan Conover

Dianne Culpen

Andrew & Lynn Davis

Arthur Delmhorst

IN HONOR/MEMORY OF

Dr. Jerry Taylor Hart

Our parents & grandparents

Marian J. & Fred B. Hout

Martin S. Berlin, & and our parents and grandparents
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Berlin, & Mr. & Mrs. Hon Sam Yee
Our parents, aunt, and brothers

Alan & Penelope Briceland - Robert & Thelma Symons
Cate Elliott-Bocassi

Howard & Gwen Conover - Richard & Eloise Miller
Harry Simpson Culpen

Lucille Cervasio Baldwin



GIVEN BY

Her family

Their family

Lile & John Gibbon
Sarah Ghiorse

Erlinda & Larry Haviland

Betsy & Peter Heberling

Heidi Helmer

Robyn Helmer

Helen Ingraham and family

His family

The Hudson & Finch Families
Jamie Klintberg

Diane & Paul Kretschmann

Betsy Kreuter & Eric Kreuter Family

Betsy Kreuter

Eric, Pam, Chase, & Nina Kreuter
Their children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren

Khaleigh & Julianna Laicher
Julianna Laicher

His whole family

Susanne, Jeff, & Liam

Kit Mill

The Moore Family

Erna Olson

Karen & Paul Pacent & Nicole Pacent-Lindquist

Karen & Nicole Pacent-Lindquist

Robin DuCharme Pastore

Carolyn Paulus, Stephanie, Gillian Woodman
Their Family

Joanne Sabato & Laurence Rabini

IN HONOR/MEMORY OF

Joan Denne

Anne, Bill & Sue Denne

Our grandparents

Ernest & Candace Ghiorse

Our parents - Purisima & Feliciano Teria
Louise & Richard Haviland

John Trent, Nellie Jane Trent,

Paul Heberling, Marian Heberling

Angela Wyman, Joyce & Robert Turvey

Richmond B. Hopkins

Our parents - Paul & Carolyn Hudson & George Finch
Gunnar Klintberg

Giuseppe “Joe” Lupo

Joan & Jim Kreuter

Charlie & Bill Robertson

Craig Symons, Carol Woodman, Daniel Young,

Lynn Hawxhurst, Carolyn Paulus, Vance Briceland,
Hanna Golodinksii - who add such joy and spirit to our
worship services

Patrick & Kate Collins, Emmett, Micah, Jonah, & Norah
Cydney Van Dyke, Khaleigh Laicher, & Sue Asselin
Betty & John Briggs

Roger Lepoutre & Catherine Lepoutre

Armin Gerald Wiedeman, Our Beloved Godson
Sally Steinmetz

Jan Meyer - we miss you

Anna Helen Miklas

Earl S. Moore Jr.

Kenneth E. Olson

Kimberly Dawn Pacent,

Our cherished daughter & sister
Phyllis & John Kimball,

loving parents & grandparents

Jo & Waldo DuCharme

Joanna & Richard Pastore

Rick Woodman, Harry Woodman, Bob Osker
Melita & John Magness

Diane, Erling, & Dana Andersen

Anna Sabato, Nicholas Sabato,

Pearl Rabini, Ernest Rabini



GIVEN BY

Linnea Stenberg

Cydney Van Dyke

Stephen & Ronald Weigner, sons
Philip, Abby, & Claire Wentworth

Ardith Williams
Carol Woodman

Woodmans and Hawxhursts
Rima Zaitoon

IN HONOR/MEMORY OF
Debbie Silverthorn

Jeannette & Lars Stenberg

Dave & Jan Van Dyke

Catherine G. & Arthur C. Weigner
Rev. & Mrs. William R. Wentworth
Dr. & Mrs. Sheldon V. Smith
Sheldon V. Smith, Jr.

David & Patsy Patterson
Harry & Rick Woodman
Marshall & Jo Pulsford
Richard Vogt

Betty Woodman

Rafik & Adele Zaitoon






THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
108 Sound Beach Avenue Old Greenwich CT 06870
203-637-1791 » www.fccog.org

Ministers - All Members Of The First Congregational Church Of Greenwich

Senior Pastor Reverend Patrick Collins
Associate Pastor Reverend Cydney Van Dyke
Minister of Music Dr. Craig Scott Symons
Director of Church School/Regional Youth Ministry Khaleigh Laicher
Parish Nurse Susan Asselin, RN

Director of Operations

Director of Finance & Administration
Livestream Director

Audio Technician

Database Administrative Assistant
Buildings and Grounds Supervisor
Facility Supervisor and Sunday Sexton
Sexton

Sexton

First Church Preschool Director

First Church Preschool Assistant Director
Pastor Emerita

Wendy Spezzano
Greg Girolamo
Daniel Lepoutre
Bob Small

Sue Wilder
Johnny Ramos
Julio Yika

Joe Vartuli
Curtis Gay

Beth Genovese
Melanie Garnett
Reverend Sally Colegrove



