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Matthew Chapter 11 Part 1 
Tribute to John the Baptist 

 
1. Introduction: 

a. Taking a look back: 
1) Matthew 11:40 – Life change. 

2) A prophet and righteous man’s reward. 

3) A cup of cold water – No act of service escapes Jesus.  

4) What did you think of John’s question?  

b. Taking a look ahead: 
1) Jesus encourages John’s disciples. 

2) Jesus speaks to the crowd about John. 

2. Jesus encourages John’s disciples: Matthew 11:4-6 
a. Jesus’ response was awesome:  

1) John’s disciples are now eyewitnesses! 

2) Do you think this encouraged them?  

b. A statement that prompts a question: Verse 6 
1) Is there anything about Jesus that offends you? 

2) “offended” – means a stumbling block. 

3. Jesus turns to the crowd: Matthew 11:7-11 
a. Jesus speaks about John: 

b. “A reed shaken with the wind?” Verse 7 
1) What comes to mind?  

2) Some suggest that to compare a person to a reed was to say that the person was without 
moral conviction or courage, easily tossed about, never taking a stand on anything. 
 

3) James 1:8? 

4) Is Jesus asking this question because He knows what is in their hearts?  

c. “A man clothed is soft raiment?” Verse 8  
1) This may speak to John’s lifestyle.  

2) John was set apart as a Nazarite – Luke 1:15 

3) Luke 1:80 – 

4) Matthew 3:4 –  

5) There is a contrast here –  

 



d. “A prophet?” – Verse 9 
1) Now we get to the truth. 

2) John had a specific mission from God. Isaiah 40:3; Malachi 3:1, Luke 1:76 

3) Verse 11 – another contrast –  

4. Tonight’s Take Away: 
a. John’s disciples were encouraged by what they saw, are we by what we read?  

b. Some applications thoughts from Jesus’ 3 pictures of John: 
1) Do you live as a reed shaken by the wind? 

2) Do you live with purpose and mission for Jesus or for self? 

3) Do you live a life of sharing your faith with others?  


