INTRODUCTION / BACKDROP OF THE STORY

» PERFECT SHORT STORY:

« HESED = loving kindness, selfless giving to another, covenant
faithfulness & bond of loyalty

» HISTORICAL CONTEXT - “In the days when the judges
ruled...” Ruth 1:1
e Judges 17:6 & 21:25

» MOAB /MOABITES: Strange
of Abraham
O Origin: within Lot’s family- Genesis 19:30-38
® On the way to the Promise Land: Travel
Moab- Numbers 21; Deut. 2:9
©® Moabites Animosity: Tried to
Balaam & Idolatry- Numbers 22:1-25:3
® Moabite Oppression: King Eglon
Israel- Judges 3:11-14
©® "“Family” Tension: Bad
Moab- Deut. 23:3

» BETHLEHEM: “House of &
- Micah 5:2; Luke 2:1-7

Israel through

_ between lsrael &

PRINCIPLE #1: Bad lead to sad
. Elimelech

Proverbs 3:5-6; Romans 12:21

PRINCIPLE #2: believers make bad

. Naomi

P Observe Naomi’'s winsome, positive evangelistic skills:
“The Lord’s hand has gone out against me” (v.13)
“Don’t call me Naomi, call me Mara, because the Almighty has
made my life very bitter” (v.20)
“| went away full, but the Lord has brought me back empty”
“The Lord has afflicted me; the Almighty has brought misfortune
upon me” (v.21)
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PRINCIPLE #3: will always a better
. Ruth

» Ruth 1:16-17 - Ruth replied, "Don't urge me to leave you or to
turn back from you. Where you go | will go, and where you stay |
will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God.
Where you die | will die, and there | will be buried. May the Lord
deal with me, be it ever so severely, if anything but death sepa-
rates you and me."

YOUR TURN!

P Today, | choose to cross over to a life of faith in the God of
the Bible. | fully accept Jesus Christ as my Redeemer, Savior
& Lord.

January 8, 2023

Name Date

Are you on social with

Creekside?

Sun, Jan 8, 2023 | Scott Hansen, Senior Pastor
Creekside Christian Church
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