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STATE OF THE CHURCH ADDRESS – LOOKING BACK &  

LOOKING FORWARD 
 2 Timothy 1:7 / Hebrews 10:38 / Hebrews 11:6 / Isaiah 41:10  

  

LOOK BACK – Remember Through the Eyes of Faith 

 Psalm 78:35 / Psalm 77:11 / Philippians 1:6 / Matthew 16:18 

 

  PRINCIPLE #1:  God doesn’t ____________ anything. 

  

  Lessons Learned (these last 12 months while trying to regain  

ministry traction) 

 

  Reasons to Celebrate    

    We survived (when many local churches did not)!     

    Attendance: About 80% of pre-COVID levels & rising  

    Classic Worship Service: Holding strong   

    LifeGroups: Pandemic-proof 

    Giving: Faithful & almost at pre-pandemic levels 

    Volunteerism: Finally coming out of discouraging set-backs 

    Staff Changes: Sad “good-byes” & encouraging “hellos”    

    Digital Ministry: Learning a lot & making modest progress  

    Youth Ministry: Starting to turn the corner after a pandemic set-back 

    Facilities: Consistent enhancements & improvements 

    Professions/Baptisms: Steady flow of new believers & baptisms 

    Making Disciples: Consistent progress (Connect/Grow/Serve/Reach) 

    Great Commission Outreach: Local & Global Overview 

    New Initiatives: Encouraging list 

    Spontaneous Generosity: Gift to suffering Ukraine 

Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love endures forever. 

     

  PRINCIPLE #2:  No ________, no ________. 
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LOOK FORWARD – Laughing at the Future  

 Philippians 3:13-13 / Isaiah 43:19 / Proverbs 31:25  

  

  PRINCIPLE #3:  Confidence in a great spiritual future requires we play  

    the “_________ ________”. 

 

  Creekside vision for the Future 
 

      Stay _____  ______________ 

  

      Pursue __________  ______________ 

  

      Improve our ______________  __________ & _____________   

  

      Continue __________________ our ministry ________________ 

  

      Engage in unique ________________  ______________________ 

 

BEYOND GETHSEMANE – OLIVE PRESS LESSONS 

 Isaiah 53:5 / Matthew 26:36-46 / Luke 22:39-44 / Hebrews 12:2 

   Jesus faced crushing short-term loss to bring about eternal gain for many 

   

Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and 

help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.  (Isaiah 41:10) 
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