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Sodom: Discovery of a| ost Citg

a rcscntatson o{: thc

Ta" cLHammam [:_xcavatlon FroJcct

a scncnttﬂc cnc]cavor o{:

Veritas lntcrnatlonal Unxvcrsfcy

School of Archaeologg

Santa Ana, CA (1SA
anc]

nmt? outhwcst mvcrsntg

C > O'F ArChaCOlogy
uciucrquc NM (UUSA

under thc ausplccs of thc

Jordan DcPartmcnt of Antiquitics

© 2024 T all el-Hammam [ xcavation Frcy'cct



Chief Archacologist, Director
Ta" el-lHammam [ xcavation Frczjcct
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i vTHE FASCINATING, TRUE ACCOUNT OF THE DISCOVER
" OF THE OLD TESTAMENT’S MOST INFAMOUS CITY
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We no longer
live In a Bible-
friendly world.



Niels Peter Lemche:
“The patriarchal narratives are...

. That world does not
represent a real world. It stands outside
the usual representation of time and
space. As a matter of fact...neither the
narratives nor their world can be dated
to any precise period.”



Israel Finkelstein:
“Combination of archaeological and
historical research demonstrates that the
biblical account of the Conqguest and
occupation of Canaan [by the Israelites]
IS

29
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Mang mmnmﬁé‘t ;rcs:st thc
idea that the B blc can or
should be used in the Purswt

O{: archacologg



The Tall el-Hammam Excavation Project (TeHEP) was featured recently
in an article on the front page of the Wall Street Journal. In that article,
Dr. William Dever (Professor Emeritus, University of Arizona), aimed
the following criticism at TeHEP Director, Dr. Steven Collins:

“No responsible
scholar goes out
with a trowel tn
one hand anol a
BLOLE Lin the other.”




Dr. Collins’ response to Dr. Dever and other
“minimalists” in the academic communitiy:

“No responstible
scholar digging in
the Holy Land goes
out without a trowel
. one hano and a
BLble L the other!”

© COPYRIGHT 2007 THE WALL STREET JOURNAL



test-case for the ,
accuracy of the Biblc for at

lcast reasons...



SIS £
MY RS

»-féo oglans)
scrnouslg cloubt or cllsmlss
thc:r existence altogct]ncr
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southcrn Dcad Sea area,
rcin{:orcing the doubts
of the schtics.
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{:incling thcm, it would Ec a
I'lugc confirmation of

biblical l‘listoricitg.
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RIGHT FLACE:

Thc Gcograph of the
( ities of the © lain”



Why
(1enesis 1%:1-12
?



(1enesis 13:1-12 is the only narrative
passage among the Sodom tales
rnaricing out the location of the
(ities of the Flain bg using well-
known gcographical data points, and
it was written spcci{:ical y forthe
purpose of dirccting readers to the
location of Sodom.



50 Abram went up from Eggpt to the
Ncgcv...and | ot went with him...[From the

Ncgcv he went/ "N Placc until he

came to 156*‘ =tween Bcthcl
and Ai...] that the whole

Plair’l itk kikkar red, like the

gairden of >f E_ggft,
toward Zo: r himself the
whole Plain D1 4 set out toward

the cas-L.../:\bram ivew s the land of C.ar",::an,
while | ot lived among the cities of the Plain
and Pitchcc] his tents near Sodom.”

(Genesis 13:1-12



kikkar (dis‘c, circlc)
In Old | estament

ebrew refers most
often (55 of 68 times) to

a talent of metal or a
circular, Hlat loaf of bread.
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Thc kikkarof the Jor&an

was wc“—-—watcrccl...
o like the gardcn of Yahweh

(singlc rivers; sPrings)

e like E_gypt (annual river
inundations chositing
water-laden silt).
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| otviewed the entire
Jordan DlS‘( from the area
east of Bcthcl Al (abovc
and WNW of Jericho);
the entire kikkar i 1S, 1N {:act
visible from the hi F?’1]&11‘\@15

Just east of Bct I/Al
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Lot traveled eastward

from Pethel/Al,
Pitching his tent
toward Sodom.
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R. Jabbok

k. Jordap

Bethel @ @ Ai -
Jeriché @
| THE KIKKAR

(a circular plain approx.
25 kilometers in diameter)

@® Jerusalem

Hebron @ DEAD
SEA
R. Arnon




RIGHT TIMLE:

Thc Chrono]og of the
(ities of the “%ain”



Thc story of Abram
and ]__ot, bclongs to the
Middle Bronze Agc
(the biblical date).



3500 BC

2100 3C

1500 8C

1000 8C

EARLY BRONZE AGE

Cities of the Plain
in Genesis 10

MIDDLE BRONZE AGE

Abram and Lot



3500 BC

EARLY
BRONZE Timeframe for

AGE
Sodom &
INTERMEDIATE Cities of the

BRONZE AGE

- '
} MIDDLE Jordan Disk

2100 3C

BRONZE
AGE

1500 8C

1000 8C
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T all el-lHammam




KIGHT STUFT

Thc Archacologg of the
(ities of the “Flain”



T he city of Sodom
itself was fortified

((Gen 19:1).



EARLY BRONZE AGE
CITY WALL
(3000-2500 BCE)
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Tall el-Hammam
Reconstruction of the MB gate
L. Ritmeyer
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Tall el-Hammam

in the Middle Bronze Age
© Leen Ritmeyer
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T erms
of
Destruction
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FACHE Brionze Age civilization on the eastern Jordan
Disks with Tall'el=Hammam as'its cultural center,
flourished continuously for ever 2,500 years.

FACT: This Bronze Age civilization, including Tall el-

Hammam, came to an abrupt termination toward the

end of the Middle Bronze Age, and the area remained
UNGCCUPIEd for. the nextisevenicenturies.

CRITICAL QUESTION-Why did the best-watered
agricultural landiin the region remain Without CIIES
and towns o the ensuing SEVEN CENtURES
following its MB2 destruction?




Tall el-lHammam

2007 Scason

TeH Stratum MB?2

a full
meter of
ash and

destruction
debris






storage jar sherd,
Middle Bronze 2
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The
3.7kaBP
Kikkar Event



scientific reports

‘ W) Check for updates

ATunguska sized airburst
destroyed Tall el-Hammam

a Middle Bronze Age city

in the Jordan Valley near the Dead
Sea

Ted E. Bunch', Malcolm A. LeCompte?, A. Victor Adedeji’, James H. Wittke®,

T. David Burleigh®, Robert E. Hermes®, Charles Mooney?, Dale Batchelor’,

Wendy S. Wolbach®, Joel Kathan®, Gunther Kletetschka®', Mark C. L. Patterson®?,
Edward C. Swindel™?, Timothy Witwer', George A. Howard", Siddhartha Mitra®,
Christopher R. Moore'®, Kurt Langworthy®, James P. Kennett'?, Allen West™ ¢ &
Phillip J. Silvia®



CONTOUR MAP
5-2-2009
G.LS : Qutaiba
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What haFPcns when
you Iignore the biblical
text in the case of the

Kikkar‘ gcographg?



JKabn

Iell Keisan,

Yiftahel lel ¢

2 “" Yint Beth-yesah
Ak in‘am_ 4 » ’
Tel Qashish é

) o
Tel Qiri? tn ‘
AbuZur ug‘. . \'la.dud[.{(‘f\ at

¢ Tell esh-
eShunah

Megiddoss Atull it e Kitan
I'él Kedesh” e, A
Tel Esure Taanach *Beth-shean

° % °
I_Iadcra .\lL‘ZL‘I ']Wuthan y Pella

lell el-Far“ah® i -
(North) '/ TelUmm

w 4 ¢ Hammad

i/ Tellel-
Azor* 11 .\ Umeiri
S el Dalit : : \

e 3
 Lod® el en aicthe!

« Nasbeh* Al —~4

Tel Gerisa,  , Aphek

(yezel

: Jerusalem ®
lelZatit, o :
Ashkelon, lel Jarmuth
el ‘Erani® .TGIJUdeiggh
Tell el-Hesie , °Lachish ==
Tel Nagila® TelMa“ahaz

oTel Halif

“En Besor* JArad

Tel clra. .':'I‘]t)

Tel .\Ialhata. 3 edi-Dhra’

“En Besor EBI 0 10 20 miles

laanach EBII e

TelNagila g © 1020 30 km

E_arlg Bronze Agc
Site MaP

T he Sacred Bn'a’gc (Carta 2006)



Dan
Ha-Gosherim®

LMl |ntermediate PBronze Agc

Meiron,_ . .H‘a/m‘

Tel Harashim, ' ’
Tel Biras (g ,SItC MaP

, Beth yerah

Kedesh

Tel Megadim,

e
Hazorea, | "Sha‘ar

Megidde, Bothe 1 ha-Golan

Taanacls  sheans’f  El-Husn,
Rehobe Kfar
Tel Hefer, ¢ Rupin

{ |
A {;“ *TéN Umm
4/ IInmmad

Shechem g

AzOr Yo ey
: “Ein Samiya s

Palmahimy Bethel
Gibeon, “Jericho*
Mgsa® - *rerusale
Tel Zippor, _ ~
Lachish, &
Tell

el-“Ajjulg Jebel Qa®aqir® =g irp o 3
Tell Beit Mirsim®* . ,Rabud ‘ ~Aroer®

Tel Sera©* *Tel Halif

[skander,

Bab
J&dh-Dhra®

*Ader

Mashabei Sadeh ,

Mount Yeroham® >
W Tt Sacred Bridge (Carta 2006

. Be‘erResisim = 0 10.20 '30km




achbfi el Middle Pronze Agc
Nahariya® ae® Fod 5itc MaP

Accoy Tel Bira Chlnnudh
* Tell Kelsan

Tel Qashlbh
Tel Namigy ol €l Kisum

Dos ]Ol\ngam . \fUIJ ¢JFel Kitan
Megiddo,Tel Kedesh
Tel Mevorakhe LIRS
Tel Esur, Taanach o z
Tel Zerore REWEE | . Lela
Te Afar® Dotha.n o, ! Tell el-
s i Tell el-Ear€ah , Havyat ™|

Poleg (Northyss, ¢\
Tel Michal | Shechem® 4 {.
Tel Gerisa, « Aphek Shlloh )
Jaffa®

(
|
:
~y

Yavneh-yamg Bethel .
Gibeon, * A
ericho
Ashdod)  Tel 4Tel Bahsh :
Migne® " epaic *Jerasale

Ashkelon{ Tel Zaflt shemesh '
.Bej;h-zur

Tell el-E IESI Pschilh o

Tell el-cAjpul
e ;.}u Tel Naglla

Tel Jemmeh .

Hebr on

* Tel Beit
*Pel Harog! Virsim

‘e”e‘zg(a)lf:&f; PR St e I 7 he Sacred Bn'c]gc (Carta 2006)
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Malhata 1020 30km




Okm 5km 10km 15km
I ]

THE KIKKAR

OF THE JORDAN
“The Land of the Kikkax»”
Tall Mustah

Tall Bleibeil ;
aII Nimrin.

Tall Barakat
Tall Kafray
rb TaII

upeh
Tall al-Hammam .é ]
Tall Rama.HV2

Tuleilat

.Jericho

Tall Iktanu.

@ 1all Sahl

TallM
° WaIS. es-Sarabet

Tall Azeimeh N@®
Tall Azeimeh @

€ 5 ends Chalcolithic

. Bronze Age sites

DEAD SEA

Bronze Age
archaeological
sites In the
“Land of the
Kikkar”

(Gen 19:28)
Identifiable
today as a

result of
TeHEP.




]{: in the Past archacolognsts
and B ble scholars had taken
the Soclom tales scrlouslg,
thcg would have discovered
the civilization in the Land of

the Klkkar a long time a go.
Thc di dn’t and thc di dn’t

Wc did, and we a’/a’
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