


A Woman for the Time!
•Author – Unknown, from exile?
•Written in Aramaic, not Hebrew 
(portions of Daniel)

•Purpose
•Tell a story in Captivity – God’s Hand!
•History behind feast of Purim
•celebrate and remember GOD





An Important book
•Main teachings-
•God at work unseen
•God’s Sovereignty
•God’s choice of servants/Timing
•OBEDIENCE…
•Favor



History:
•586 BC - Babylonians conquer 
Jerusalem
•538 BC - Babylon defeated by Cyrus 
"the Great" 
•Ahasuerus (Xerxes) - Persia 485-465 BC
•Esther between Ezra ch. 6 & 7





Cast of Characters
•Ahasuerus / Xerxes
•King of Persian Empire 485-464 BC

•Vashti – current queen
•Haman – high ranking official
•Mordecai – cousin to Esther, 
raising her, God-fearing



And Hadassah (myrtle)
•Orphan and captive
•Taken from her homeland
•Raised by her cousin
•Time of great unrest
•Daniel has prophesied… now dead
•Some Jews have gone back
•Some choose to stay in ‘captivity’



An Rash King - Ch. 1
•Banquet of celebration
•Displayed riches – 180 days (4)
•7 day royal banquet (5)
•Royal wine flows (7) Gold cups
• ‘Do as you please’ (8)
•The danger of unrestrained pleasures 
gluttony, drunkenness, lusts



• In antiquity, rulers used lavish banquets to secure the loyalty of their 
leadership, to lay plans and strategies for ruling the nation, and for 
launching military campaigns. The guests included all the nation’s 
nobles (businessmen) and political leaders, as well as the military 
leaders of both Persia and Media. Years before, Cyrus the Great had 
conquered Media and formed an alliance with the Medes. Together 
the Medes and Persians conquered the vast empire that was then 
being ruled over by Cyrus’ grandson Xerxes.
• six month celebration was twofold:
•  ⇒To plan the strategy for the Grecian and European invasions.
•  ⇒To show the leadership, both military and political, that the empire 

was strong enough to launch the campaign—economically and 
militarily.



Another celebration
•Vashti and the royal women
•Separated from the orgy and abuse
•7th day – ‘bring the queen!’
• ‘royal crown’ – drunken ideas…
• ‘display her beauty’
•Common people?



Vashti says “NO!”
•Xerxes was trying to plan!
•queen’s refusal made him look weak
• ‘wrath burned’ (12)
•Consults the ‘advisors’ – bad example!
•Vashti banned
•Get a NEW queen!
•Star search….



the story unfolds… Ch. 2
•Virgins sought… (2-3)
•God at work unseen
•Hegai becomes a key person…
•Mordecai – in Susa 
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