
Another Lesson for  

Another King! 

Daniel 5 





The New King Comes to Power! 

Nebuchadnezzar dies! (about a year later) 

Evil-merodach (son) rules about 4 years 

Assassinated by Neriglisser (B-I-L) 4 yrs 

 Infant son Labashi-Marduk – deposed 

Nabonidus – scholar, co-rulership with 

Belshazzar (Grandson of Nebuchadnezzar) 



What do you do with a conquered ‘god’? 

Nebuchadnezzar idols from the people he 

conquered and put them in the Temple of Bel. 

This was common – 1 Sam 5:2 

When he conquered Israel – NO IDOL!!! 

No mention of the Ark either!!! 

SO… he took the gold articles used in Worship 

and sacrifice instead! (2 Ki. 25) 



Belshazzar Has a Feast! 

1,000 nobles of the Land – how many women? 

Sin of drunkenness = arrogance and desecration! 

Vs. 4 – gods of gold, silver…denies his own gods! 

 In the midst – A HAND! 

…and a message… 

 





THE HANDWRITTING! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Did it Mean??? 



What Now? 

Vs. 6 – face, thoughts, hips, knees! 

Call for the “Wise Guys”… 

Vs. 7 – promises of blessing 

Could not read it…Different Language? 

Failure and more anguish! (9) 

Daniel was not in this group! 



The Queen (Mother) Remembers! 

Wife of Nabonidus 

11- there is a man…” (60~80?) 

 “illumination, wisdom, insight” - what a Rep! 

 “he will declare the interpretation” 

Lots of flattery and promises here! (13-16) 



Daniel Speaks 

Keep your gifts! 

The Most High God – remember HIM??? 

He gave rulership to “your father” 

Vs. 20 – His heart was lifted up! HUMBLED! 

22 – YOU HAVE NOT HUMBLED HEART, but 

EXALTED YOURSELF 

23 – IN GOD’S HAND!!!!! 



The Message 

 “MENE” – “numbered” - accounting! (mina) 

 “TEKEL” – “weighed and wanting” 

 “UPHARSIN” – “division” or “fragment” 

NOTE: “P-R-S” = Persians (vs. 28) 

The time for repentance had past 

This is your last night! 



Daniel Honored 

 “3rd ruler for a night!” 

Purple and Gold 

Authority… 

But he knew…. 





Darius the Mede 

 “Darius” – “The Maintainer”, a title like “Caesar” 

or “Augustus” 

Comes in one night  

Medes had a long battle going  [Isa. 13, 14; 45-

47; Jer. 51] 

Battle is won and a new ruler comes to power 

who will also need to meet Daniel and His God! 


