
How the Wise Seek Him

Matthew 2:1-12



Matthew 2:

1  Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in 
the days of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived 
in Jerusalem, saying, 2  "Where is He who has been 
born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east 
and have come to worship Him." 3  When Herod the 
king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him. 4  Gathering together all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 
the Messiah was to be born. 



Matthew 2:

Mat 2:5  They said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for 
this is what has been written by the prophet: 6  'AND 
YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY 
NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF 
JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH 
A RULER WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE 
ISRAEL.'" 7  Then Herod secretly called the magi and 
determined from them the exact time the star appeared. 
8  And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and 



search carefully for the Child; and when you have 
found Him, report to me, so that I too may come and 
worship Him." 9  After hearing the king, they went 
their way; and the star, which they had seen in the east, 
went on before them until it came and stood over the 
place where the Child was. 10  When they saw the star, 
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11  After 
coming into the house they saw the Child with Mary 
His mother; and they fell to the ground and worshiped

Matthew 2:



Him. Then, opening their treasures, they presented to 
Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12  And 
having been warned by God in a dream not to return to 
Herod, the magi left for their own country by another 
way. 
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The Trek of the Magi
•2 years have passed since the Incarnation
•Magi could be Arabian or Persian descent
•Prophecies of Balaam or Daniel?
•Very little is known of these individuals
•The trip was difficult and perilous
•Likely unused to life on the road



Come to Worship
•Silent on the current political structure
•Refuse to get involved in local disruption
•They have found God in their every day
•They seek to worship how they may
•They remain focused on their goal



They Continued to Seek Him
•Despite machinations of Herod 
•Despite being politically unpopular
•Despite being unaccompanied 
•God speaks through what they knew
•Rejoiced in discovering God’s leading



They Worship
•When they find Christ they worship
•Not some token bow to a monarch
•Prostration, adoration, worship
– Time, Travel, Homage, Treasure, 
– Note the lack of request
– They came to worship because he was worthy! Not worship 

so that: blessing, healing, improvement of situation, 
answers to prayer! They worship because he is worthy



They Worship
•They offer what gifts they had brought 
•They are obedient to what God revealed
– The only chance of reward for their 

worship they leave with Herod!



The Wise Seek Him Still
•There is much that would prevent worship
•There is much that would distract
•There are many who should seek but don’t
•He is worthy of our Worship
•Christ can be found by those who seek Him
•We need only to lay aside distraction and 
make finding Him our focus


