Kingdom Logic
[Real Strength Is Found In Weakness]
Discussion Guide

Summary

This sermon explores the biblical paradox that God's
power is most clearly displayed through our weaknesses
rather than our strengths. Using Paul's experience with
his 'thorn in the flesh' from 2 Corinthians 12:8-10,
Jonathan explains how Paul begged God three times to
remove his struggle, but God responded that His grace
was sufficient and His power works best in weakness. The
message challenges our natural tendency to hide our
weaknesses and instead encourages believers to see their
limitations as doorways through which God's strength can
flow. The sermon emphasizes three key points: weakness
opens us to God's strength, weakness produces
authenticity in our witness to others, and weakness
keeps us dependent and humble before God.

Jonathan concludes by pointing to Jesus as our great
High Priest from Hebrews 4:14-16, who understands our
weaknesses because He faced the same temptations we
do, yet without sin. This gives us bold access to God's
throne of grace where we receive mercy and find grace to
help in our time of need. The Christian life is presented
not as a self-improvement project, but as a love story
where God meets us in our brokenness and transforms
our weaknesses into displays of His power.

Intro Prayer



Father, we come before You today with grateful hearts,
acknowledging that You meet us not in our strength but
in our weakness. As we gather to study Your Word
together, we ask that You would open our hearts and
minds to receive what You want to teach us today. Help
us to be honest about our struggles and limitations, and
show us how Your power can work through the very
areas where we feel most inadequate. Give us the
courage to be vulnerable with one another and the
wisdom to see our weaknesses as opportunities for Your
grace to shine. Holy Spirit, guide our discussion and help
us to encourage one another as we explore this paradox
of finding strength in weakness. In Jesus' name we pray,
Amen.

Ice Breaker

What's something you thought you were really good at as
a child, but later realized you weren't quite as skilled at
as you believed?

Key Verses

- Psalm 73:26
- 2 Corinthians 12:8-10
- Hebrews 4:14-16

Questions

- Paul begged God three times to remove his 'thorn in the
flesh,' but God said His grace was all Paul needed. How
do you typically respond when God doesn't answer your
prayers the way you want Him to?



- The sermon mentioned that we often try to
'‘overcompensate for our weaknesses' like dogs with
'small dog syndrome.' What areas of your life do you find
yourself trying to appear stronger than you actually are?
- Paul said he was 'glad to boast about his weaknesses.'
What makes it so difficult for us to be open about our
struggles and limitations with others?

- How does our culture's message to 'be strong and hide
your struggles' conflict with what Paul teaches about
weakness being a doorway to God's power?

- Jonathan explained that 'when you're strong in yourself,
you naturally turn inward.' Can you think of a time when
your own capabilities actually hindered your dependence
on God?

- What's the difference between having a testimony
about a moment versus living a lifestyle that
demonstrates God's faithfulness through ongoing
struggles?

- Jesus is described as our High Priest who 'understands
our weaknesses' because He faced the same temptations
we do. How does knowing this change the way you
approach God with your struggles?

- Jonathan said that 'the Christian life is not a self-
improvement project, it's a love story.' How does this
perspective change the way you view your relationship
with God and your personal growth?

Life Application

This week, identify one area of weakness or struggle in
your life that you've been trying to handle on your own,
Instead of hiding it or trying to fix it through your own
strength, bring it boldly to God's throne of grace through
prayer. Consider sharing this struggle with a trusted



friend or small group member, asking them to pray with
you and walk alongside you. Practice saying 'God, Your
grace is all I need' when you feel overwhelmed by this
weakness, and look for ways His power might be working
through your limitation.

Key Takeaways

- God's power works best in our weakness, not despite it
- Our limitations become doorways through which His
strength flows

- Weakness opens us to God's strength, produces
authenticity in our witness, and keeps us dependent and
humble

- Jesus is our great High Priest who understands our
weaknesses because He faced the same temptations,
giving us bold access to God's throne of grace

- The Christian life is a love story where God meets us in
our brokenness, not a self-improvement project where
we earn His acceptance

- When we stop trying to be strong in ourselves and
admit our need for God, that's when real spiritual
strength begins

Ending Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for this time together and for
the truth that Your power is made perfect in our
weakness. Help us to leave here today with a new
perspective on our struggles and limitations. Give us the
courage to stop hiding our weaknesses and instead see
them as opportunities for Your grace to shine through our
lives. When we face difficulties this week, remind us that
Your grace is sufficient and that we can come boldly to



Your throne to receive mercy and find help in our time of
need. Help us to encourage others by being authentic
about our own struggles and pointing them to Your
faithfulness. Transform our weaknesses into testimonies
of Your power and love. We trust You to work through our
limitations in ways we could never accomplish on our
own. In Jesus' precious name we pray, Amen.



