
Famous Last Words [Jesus Loved His Enemies] 
Discussion Guide 

Summary 
This sermon begins a series on Jesus's last words on the 
cross, focusing on His statement 'Father, forgive them, 
for they don't know what they are doing.' The message 
explores how Jesus demonstrated the ultimate example 
of loving one's enemies by praying for those who were 
crucifying Him. The sermon emphasizes that as 
Christians, we are called to follow Jesus's example by 
forgiving others and showing love to those who mistreat 
us, even though it goes against worldly wisdom. 

Intro Prayer 
Heavenly Father, as we gather to discuss Your word, open 
our hearts to understand the depth of Your forgiveness 
and love. Help us to be honest with ourselves about our 
struggles with forgiveness and guide our discussion so we 
may grow closer to Your example. In Jesus's name, 
amen. 

Ice Breaker 
What's the nicest thing someone has ever done for you 
after you treated them poorly? 

 Key Verses 
• Luke 23:34 
• Isaiah 53:3-12 
• Matthew 5:38-41 
• Luke 6:27-36 
• Colossians 3:13 



Questions 
• What makes forgiveness so difficult when someone has 

deeply hurt us? 
• How does Jesus's example of forgiving His crucifiers 

challenge your view of forgiveness? 
• What's the difference between forgiveness and 

reconciliation? 
• How does unforgiveness affect us personally and 

spiritually? 
• What practical steps can we take to begin forgiving 

someone who has hurt us? 
• How does understanding God's forgiveness of our sins 

help us forgive others? 
• What does it mean to 'go the extra mile' for someone 

who has wronged you? 
• How can we pray for those who mistreat us when we 

don't feel like it? 

Life Application 
This week, identify one person who has hurt or offended 
you. Commit to praying for them daily and look for one 
practical way to show them kindness, regardless of how 
they respond. 

Key Takeaways 
• Jesus demonstrated the ultimate example of 

forgiveness by praying for His enemies while on the 
cross 

• As Christians, we are called to forgive others as Christ 
has forgiven us 

• Forgiveness is not optional for believers - it's a 
command from Jesus 

• The kingdom of God operates differently from worldly 
wisdom, especially regarding how we treat enemies 



• Forgiveness begins with a heart change and leads to 
intentional acts of love 

Ending Prayer 
Lord Jesus, thank You for Your example of radical 
forgiveness on the cross. We acknowledge how difficult it 
is to forgive those who hurt us, but we ask for Your 
strength to follow Your example. Help us release any 
bitterness we're holding onto and replace it with Your 
supernatural love. Give us the courage to not only forgive 
but to actively show love to those who have wronged us. 
In Your name we pray, amen. 


