Lesson 2: Sinai to Shores (of Promised Land)

English Canon

The order we see reflected in our English Bible comes from the ordering of the Septuagint
(Greek translation of the OT). The translators grouped the OT books by genre rather than the

tradition Hebrew order: Law, Prophets, Writings (see below).
Law: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

History: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, 1 Chronicles, 2

Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther
Poetry:_Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon

Prophecy:_Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, The Twleve (Hosea, Joel, Amos,

Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi)

Hebrew Canon

A compelling case can be made for an inspired order of the OT, as the Bible is a covenantal

book, meaning there is a divine intention to its shape.
Law/Torah: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy
Prophets/Nevi’m

(Former): Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Samuel, Kings

(Later): Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, The Twelve (Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah,
Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi)

Writings/Ketubim: Psalms, Job, Proverbs, Ruth, Song of Songs, Ecclesiastes, Lamentations,

Esther, Daniel, Ezra/Nehemiah, Chronicles



 WILDERNESS™

WILRERNESS
OF PARAN ¢

~~~~~~~ -SINAI

(claimed by Egypt).___ . :
Jotbathah?zs,

; OF ZIN pungn,;
Kadesh-barned .G

i)

~—a Possible route of journey
to Kadesh-barnea

Qurfid, ESV Atlas

The Tabernacle and Court

Tho tabomacle was a portable templa—a “tont of moeling”—within a mavable courtyard (Exodus 26-31;
35-40). It was constructod after the pattom that Yahweh ravealed to Moses on Mount Sinal, and was as-
sombled in the desert as Mosos lod the Isralitos from Egypt to the Promisad Land. The tabamacle courtyard
was 160 foot (46 m) long and 75 fool (23 m) wide, totaling 11,250 square feet (1,045 square moters).

Tha Holy Piseo of th tabornaclo tent was 30 foot
(9.1 m) long. 16 feet (4.8 m) wido, and 15 foot
(4.5 m) high It housed tho tablo (Ex. 26:23-30),
-40; 37:17-24),
2nd tho altar of incense (Ex. 30:1-10; 37:26-20).

cuba, containing ey the 2k of the covennt (Ex 26:10-22:
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Tho bronzo basin with 43 stand was for
coremonil washings (Ex 30:17-21:38.8).

Tho 30-oot (9:1-m)-wido gated entrance to tha
‘courtyard ws covered with a screen muda from
e, purple, and scarlet dyed yarns that wero
woven with fno twined Enen (Ex 38:18-20).

‘The sucunding hangings (£ne twined nen cutains

sto0d abexn 75 fet (23 m)high.Tho 60 wocdien piira wera

overtad with siver (Ex. 27:9-19:38:9-17).
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Figure 6: Overview of outer and inner camps
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Figure 8: Israel’s march from Sinai
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. And Balaam lifted up his

eyes, and he saw Israel
dwelling by his tribes,
and it happened that the
Spirit of God came upon
him. And he took up his
parable and sald:

-..How goodly are
your tents, O Jacob,
Your dwelling places,
;] O Israel! Like palm groves
they stretch forth, Like
gardens by the riverside,
Like aloes planted by
YHWH, Like cedars
by the waterside.

Numbers 24:2-6

Figure 3: Balaam’s vision

Rebellion of the Generations in Numbers 10-21!

First Generation Second Generation

Grumbling of the people (11:4-10) Grumbling of the people (20:1-5)

Moses, Miriam, and Aaron grumbled (11:11— | Sin of Moses and Aaron (20:6—13)

15; 12:1-2)

Unbelief of the people (14:1-4) Grumbling of the people (21:4-5)

Moses prays for the people (14:13—19) Moses prays for the people and makes a fiery
snake pole (21:7-9)

! Adapted from Schnittjer, Torah Story, 342)




Chronology from Exodus to Deuteronomy?

Egypt to Sinai At Sinai To Kadesh Wandering in the To the plains of
Wilderness Moab
Exodus 12-18 Exodus 19— Numbers 10:11— Numbers 15-19 Numbers 10—
Numbers 10:10 14:45 Deuteronomy 34
3 Months 11 Months 3 Months 38 Years 7 Months
Gershon Merarl
zhar Hebron Uzzlel
Miriam Korah |f Nepheg || Zichri Mishael || Elizaphan|| Zithri
Nadab Ithamar

Phinehas

Figure S: Levi’s genealogy

2 Schnittjer, Torah Story, 322.




