
​Hearing​​Jesus:​​A​​5-Day​​Prayer​​Devotional​​-​​Mark​​3:7–21​

​Day​​1:​​Hearing​​Beyond​​Our​​Felt​​Needs​
​Scripture:​​"Jesus​​withdrew​​with​​his​​disciples​​to​​the​​sea,​​and​​a​​great​
​crowd​​followed...​​so​​that​​all​​who​​had​​diseases​​pressed​​around​​him​​to​
​touch​​him."​ ​-​​Mark​​3:7,​​10​
​Reflection:​​The​​crowd​​at​​the​​sea​​gathered​​around​​Jesus​​out​​of​​urgent​
​physical​​need.​​While​​He​​responds​​with​​deep​​compassion,​​approaching​
​Him​​only​​for​​quick​​fixes​​limits​​our​​understanding​​of​​who​​He​​is.​​True​
​discipleship​​begins​​when​​we​​move​​beyond​​seeking​​Jesus​​merely​​for​
​what​​He​​can​​do​​for​​us​​and​​begin​​seeking​​Him​​for​​who​​He​​is.​
​Prayer​​:​​Lord​​Jesus,​​You​​see​​the​​turmoil​​and​​felt​​needs​​in​​my​​life.​
​Deliver​​me​​from​​the​​tendency​​to​​view​​You​​only​​as​​a​​remedy​​for​​my​
​immediate​​problems.​​Stir​​my​​heart​​to​​seek​​Your​​presence​​above​​Your​
​gifts,​​and​​teach​​me​​to​​anchor​​my​​soul​​in​​You​​amidst​​the​​chaos​​of​​life.​
​Amen.​

​Day​​2:​​Releasing​​Human​​Expectations​
​Scripture:​​"Then​​he​​went​​home,​​and​​the​​crowd​​gathered​​again,​​so​
​that​​they​​could​​not​​even​​eat.​​And​​when​​his​​family​​heard​​it,​​they​​went​
​out​​to​​seize​​him,​​for​​they​​were​​saying,​​'He​​is​​out​​of​​his​​mind.'"​ ​Mark​
​3:20–21​
​Reflection:​​When​​Jesus​​returned​​home,​​His​​family​​tried​​to​​restrain​
​Him,​​thinking​​He​​had​​lost​​His​​mind.​​Human​​expectations​​and​​familiar​
​routines​​can​​easily​​become​​traps​​that​​resist​​God's​​work.​​Following​
​Jesus​​requires​​surrendering​​our​​comfort​​zones​​and​​the​​approval​​of​
​others​​to​​embrace​​His​​transformative​​call.​
​Prayer:​​Heavenly​​Father,​​grant​​me​​the​​courage​​to​​follow​​Your​​voice​
​even​​when​​those​​around​​me​​do​​not​​understand.​​Free​​me​​from​​the​
​weight​​of​​human​​expectations​​and​​the​​temptation​​to​​settle​​for​
​comfortable​​routines.​​Give​​me​​a​​heart​​that​​is​​fully​​surrendered​​to​​Your​
​divine​​purpose.​​Amen​​.​

​Day​​3:​​Called​​to​​the​​Mountain​​(Be​​With​​Him​​First)​
​Scripture:​​"And​​he​​went​​up​​on​​the​​mountain​​and​​called​​to​​him​​those​
​whom​​he​​desired,​​and​​they​​came​​to​​him.​​And​​he​​appointed​​twelve...​
​so​​that​​they​​might​​be​​with​​him..."​ ​Mark​​3:13–14​

​Reflection:​​Jesus​​went​​up​​the​​mountain​​and​​called​​His​​disciples​​first​
​"so​​that​​they​​might​​be​​with​​him,"​​and​​then​​to​​send​​them​​out.​​Before​
​doing​​anything​​for​​Christ,​​our​​highest​​priority​​is​​to​​be​​with​​Him.​
​Fruitful​​ministry​​flows​​exclusively​​from​​quiet​​intimacy​​with​​the​​Savior.​
​Prayer:​​Lord​​Jesus,​​forgive​​me​​for​​putting​​activity​​and​​busyness​​ahead​
​of​​time​​spent​​in​​Your​​presence.​​Call​​me​​up​​the​​mountain​​today.​​Teach​
​me​​to​​prioritize​​sitting​​at​​Your​​feet,​​drawing​​life​​and​​direction​​from​
​being​​with​​You​​above​​all​​else.​​Amen.​

​Day​​4:​​Named​​and​​Refined​​by​​Grace​
​Scripture:​​"He​​appointed​​the​​twelve:​​Simon​​(to​​whom​​he​​gave​​the​
​name​​Peter);​​James​​the​​son​​of​​Zebedee​​and​​John​​the​​brother​​of​​James​
​(to​​whom​​he​​gave​​the​​name​​Boanerges,​​that​​is,​​Sons​​of​​Thunder)..."​
​Mark​​3:16–17​
​Reflection:​​On​​the​​mountain,​​Jesus​​gave​​the​​disciples​​new​​names,​
​highlighting​​their​​natural​​temperaments​​and​​refining​​them​​for​​His​
​purposes.​​God​​takes​​our​​natural​​traits​​and​​crafts​​them​​through​​grace.​
​When​​Christ​​speaks,​​He​​gives​​us​​a​​new​​identity​​rooted​​in​​His​​purpose​
​rather​​than​​our​​past​​mistakes​​or​​limitations.​
​Prayer:​​Lord,​​You​​know​​my​​heart,​​my​​natural​​traits,​​and​​my​​flaws.​
​Harness​​my​​temperament​​for​​Your​​glory​​and​​refine​​my​​character.​
​Replace​​the​​labels​​the​​world​​has​​given​​me​​with​​the​​identity​​You​​have​
​declared​​over​​my​​life.​​Amen.​

​Day​​5:​​Awakening​​God-Given​​Dreams​
​Scripture:​​"Now​​to​​him​​who​​is​​able​​to​​do​​far​​more​​abundantly​​than​​all​
​that​​we​​ask​​or​​think,​​according​​to​​the​​power​​at​​work​​within​​us,​​to​​him​
​be​​glory​​in​​the​​church​​and​​in​​Christ​​Jesus​​throughout​​all​​generations,​
​forever​​and​​ever.​​Amen."​ ​Ephesians​​3:20–21​
​Reflection:​​True​​spiritual​​hearing​​occurs​​in​​the​​heart.​​When​​the​​Holy​
​Spirit​​speaks,​​He​​awakens​​God-sized​​dreams​​birthed​​in​​the​​Father.​​As​
​we​​return​​to​​the​​feet​​of​​Jesus​​and​​move​​at​​His​​word,​​the​​Spirit​​pours​
​out​​fresh​​vision​​and​​revives​​His​​eternal​​purposes​​within​​us.​
​Prayer:​​Holy​​Spirit,​​pour​​out​​Your​​presence​​upon​​my​​life.​​Awaken​​the​
​God-given​​dreams​​and​​vision​​You​​have​​placed​​in​​my​​heart,​​and​​strip​
​away​​any​​reliance​​on​​human​​wisdom.​​May​​Jesus​​be​​the​​sole​​focus​​and​
​star​​of​​my​​life​​and​​church.​​Amen.​


