
BIG QUESTIONS: WEEK 1

SO HOW DOES THIS WORK?

You’ve probably noticed the whole world has changed in different ways. And, your group time may be
changing, too. This adaptation is a tool to help you integrate teaching time with small group time so that
the message is broken up and discussed along the way.

USING THE TEACHING VIDEO
The speaker on the video will be introducing the topic of the evening and walk through a few passages of
scripture.
After the video is over, you will breakout into your small groups to debrief what was discussed in the video.

DON’T FORGET
READ AHEAD
No matter where or how you lead your group, it’s important to spend a few minutes preparing. Take time
to read the THINK ABOUT THIS section which will set you up to meet your students right where they are.
And don’t forget the GOAL OF SMALL GROUP which will point your conversation in the right direction.

MAKE IT PERSONAL
Remember, nobody knows your group quite like you. Just because a question appears on a piece of paper
or on screen doesn’t mean you have to ask it or use the same words. Ultimately, YOU are guiding the
conversation for your group. So feel free to add, delete, or adapt questions to meet their needs.

LET THEM KNOW WHAT IS HAPPENING
Chances are, your few are curious what group will look like if you’re changing formats.  At the beginning
of group time, give them an idea how the format may have changed so they will know what to expect.



BEFORE GROUP

BOTTOM LINE
When you really understand who Jesus is, it
changes everything.

SCRIPTURE
One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of
the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers—Simon,
also called Peter, and Andrew—throwing a net
into the water, for they fished for a living. Jesus
called out to them, ‘Come, follow me, and I will
show you how to fish for people!’ And they left
their nets at once and followed him (Matthew
4:18-20 NLT).

GOAL OF SMALL GROUP
To help students think about what it really means
to follow Jesus and to take a step in the direction
of following Jesus with their lives.

THINK ABOUT THIS
Between the news, social media, and
relationships with different people, your students
can discover a million different definitions of
what it means to be a Christian. But sometimes
that also means if they don’t fit in a certain box
they can wonder if following Jesus is for them. As
you discuss what it looks like to follow Jesus, help
students differentiate between aesthetic
preferences, cultural practices, and behavior
modification versus believing in, following after,
and being in a relationship with Jesus.

Create meaningful conversations. Adjust the
quest-ions as needed, and don’t feel like you
need to answer all of them.

DURING GROUP

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What’s one thing that stuck out to you from the video?

2. When you have a question about something, where is the first place you go to find the answer?

3. What are some characteristics most people think of when they hear the word “Christian?”

4. What are some things you’ve heard about “Christians” that could make someone NOT want to
be a “Christian?” (Leader Note: Don’t allow the conversation to get stuck here by trying to work
through each thought they bring up. Instead, use this time to create a safe space for
conversation even if students express views that may be uncomfortable, cliche, or unexpected.) 

5. What do you think it means to be a Christian? What do you think it means to be a disciple?

6. What do most people expect following Jesus will do for their lives?

7. How might really following Jesus be different from what others might expect? 

8. How do you think Jesus would define following Jesus to the disciples? How do you think he
would explain it for your life today?

9. Read John 10:10. Based on what Jesus said, what would living “life to the full” look like for you? 

10. What’s something that you think could get in the way of you doing that?

11. What’s one next step you can take when it comes to following Jesus?

IF YOU SAY NOTHING ELSE

Reopen Matthew 4:18-20
Andrew and Peter simply took a step to follow Jesus. They left their nets.

What might a best next step look like for you to find and follow Jesus?



TRY THIS

Leader, text some friends and ask them to record a short (less than 1 minute) video answering the
question “How has following Jesus been different than what you expected?” Text your small group
“I’ve been thinking more about what we talked about this week. I asked some friends of mine to share
how following Jesus has been different from what they expected. Here are some of their answers.”
Post one video to the group chat each day this week.


