Week 4: Faith That Leaves a Legacy

Text: Genesis 24; Hebrews 11:8-16

Those who leave the most impactful legacies are those whose focus isn't solely on this
earth.

God's promises are bigger than our lifetime.

Abraham was now a very old man, and the Lorp had blessed him in every way.

20ne day Abraham said to his oldest servant, the man in charge of his household, “Take
an oath by putting your hand under my thigh. ® Swear by the Loro, the God of heaven and
earth, that you will not allow my son to marry one of these local Canaanite women. *Go
instead to my homeland, to my relatives, and find a wife there for my son Isaac.”

® The servant asked, “But what if | can't find a young woman who is willing to travel so far
from home? Should | then take Isaac there to live among your relatives in the land you
came from?”

¢ “No!” Abraham responded. “Be careful never to take my son there.

”For the Loro, the God of heaven, who took me from my father’s house and my native land,
solemnly promised to give this land to my descendants. He will send his angel ahead of
you, and he will see to it that you find a wife there for my son. 2If she is unwilling to come
back with you, then you are free from this oath of mine. But under no circumstances are
you to take my son there.”

?So the servant took an oath by putting his hand under the thigh of his master, Abraham.
He swore to follow Abraham’s instructions.



Genesis 24:1-9

Point 1: Faith thinks beyond the present.

”For the Loro, the God of heaven, who took me from my father’s house and my native land,
solemnly promised to give this land to my descendants.’? He will send his angel ahead of
you, and he will see to it that you find a wife there for my son. éIf she is unwilling to come
back with you, then you are free from this oath of mine. But under no circumstances are
you to take my son there.”

Genesis 24:7

Point 2: Faith trusts God with what comes
next.

Don’t worry about every detail. Trust the provision and character of God.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2024&version=NLT#fen-NLT-599a

Point 3: Legacy is built through continual
faithfulness.

6 Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can show us more and more of his wonderful
grace? ? Of course not! Since we have died to sin, how can we continue to live in it?

Romans 6:1

Because at the heart of each sin and failure is a need to surrender.

2“0 Loro, God of my master, Abraham,” he prayed. “Please give me success today, and
show unfailing love to my master, Abraham. ™ See, | am standing here beside this spring,
and the young women of the town are coming out to draw water. '* This is my request. |
will ask one of them, ‘Please give me a drink from your jug.’ If she says, ‘Yes, have a drink,
and | will water your camels, too!’—let her be the one you have selected as Isaac’s wife.
This is how I will know that you have shown unfailing love to my master.”

> Before he had finished praying, he saw a young woman named Rebekah coming out with
her water jug on her shoulder. She was the daughter of Bethuel, who was the son of
Abraham’s brother Nahor and his wife, Milcah. '® Rebekah was very beautiful and old
enough to be married, but she was still a virgin. She went down to the spring, filled her jug,
and came up again. 7 Running over to her, the servant said, “Please give me a little drink of
water from your jug.”

'8 “Yes, my lord,” she answered, “have a drink.” And she quickly lowered her jug from her
shoulder and gave him a drink. ' When she had given him a drink, she said, “I'll draw water
for your camels, too, until they have had enough to drink.” ?° So she quickly emptied her jug
into the watering trough and ran back to the well to draw water for all his camels.



21 The servant watched her in silence, wondering whether or not the Lorp had given him
success in his mission. ?2 Then at last, when the camels had finished drinking, he took out
a gold ring for her nose and two large gold bracelets for her wrists.

2 “Whose daughter are you?” he asked. “And please tell me, would your father have any
room to put us up for the night?”

24 am the daughter of Bethuel,” she replied. “My grandparents are Nahor and Milcah. #
Yes, we have plenty of straw and feed for the camels, and we have room for guests.”

26 The man bowed low and worshiped the Lorp. # “Praise the Lorp, the God of my master,
Abraham,” he said. “The Lorp has shown unfailing love and faithfulness to my master, for
he has led me straight to my master’s relatives.”

Genesis 24:12-27

The provision of God was there!

God is faithful to his faithful people!

81t was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called him to leave home and go to
another land that God would give him as his inheritance. He went without knowing
where he was going. ° And even when he reached the land God promised him, he lived
there by faith—for he was like a foreigner, living in tents. And so did Isaac and Jacob,
who inherited the same promise. ® Abraham was confidently looking forward to a city
with eternal foundations, a city designed and built by God.

"1t was by faith that even Sarah was able to have a child, though she was barren and
was too old. She believed® that God would keep his promise. ? And so a whole nation
came from this one man who was as good as dead—a nation with so many people that,
like the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore, there is no way to count them.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2024&version=NLT#fen-NLT-614b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews%2011&version=NLT#fen-NLT-30144b

3 All these people died still believing what God had promised them. They did not receive
what was promised, but they saw it all from a distance and welcomed it. They agreed
that they were foreigners and nomads here on earth. " Obviously people who say such
things are looking forward to a country they can call their own. ®If they had longed for
the country they came from, they could have gone back. ® But they were looking for a
better place, a heavenly homeland. That is why God is not ashamed to be called their
God, for he has prepared a city for them.

Hebrews 11:8-16

Point 4: Faith lives for a better country.

The greatest reward of faith is not what God gives. The greatest reward of faith is God.

1. What are you building that will outlive you?
2. Who are you intentionally investing in?

3. What spiritual legacy are you leaving behind?
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