Pretty Ugly People

"Into the Light"

"God isn't calling you to become a better version of the person you're
pretending to be—He's inviting you to become the person He created you to
be."

Big Idea:

Transformation begins when pretending ends.

1- Transformed people live in the light.

®This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him
there is no darkness at all. ¢If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the
darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us
from all sin.

8|f we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. °If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness.

1 John 1:5-9

We must embrace the discipline of surrender.




2Very truly | tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works | have been
doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because | am going to
the Father.

John 14:12

2- Transformed people practice
confession.

3]s anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs
of praise. Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray
over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. * And the prayer offered in
faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they
will be forgiven. '® Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so
that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.

7 Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain,
and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. '® Again he prayed, and the
heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.

My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone
should bring that person back, ?° remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error
of their way will save them from death and cover over a multitude of sins.

James 5:13-20

God heals what we bring into the light.



3- Transformed people choose community
over isolation.

“2They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and to prayer. *® Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs
performed by the apostles. #* All the believers were together and had everything in
common. ** They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. ¢
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 4’ praising God and enjoying
the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were
being saved.

Acts 2:42-48

4- Transformed people pursue progress,
not perceived perfection.

%] want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in
his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, '* and so, somehow, attaining to the
resurrection from the dead.

2Not that | have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but | press
on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. ® Brothers and sisters, |
do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing | do: Forgetting what is
behind and straining toward what is ahead, ™| press on toward the goal to win the prize
for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 3:10-14



30He must become greater; | must become less.”

John 3:30

11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his love for those who fear him;

2as far as the east is from the west,
so far has he removed our transgressions from us.

Psalm 103:11-12

°QObviously, I'm not trying to win the approval of people, but of God. If pleasing people
were my goal, | would not be Christ’s servant.

Galatians 1:10

Transformed people point people to Jesus instead of themselves.
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