


For we hold that one is justified  
by faith apart from works of the law. 

— Romans 3:28

You see that a person is justified by works  
and not by faith alone. 

— James 2:24



Faith Without  
Works Is Dead 

James 2:14-26



What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound?  
By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 

— Romans 6:1-2



Yet we know that a person is not  
justified by works of the law but through 

faith in Jesus Christ, so we also  
have believed in Christ Jesus, in order 
 to be justified by faith in Christ and  

not by works of the law, because by works  
of the law no one will be justified. 

— Galatians 2:16

For by grace you have been saved through faith.  
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,  
not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

— Ephesians 2:8-9



But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers,  
“Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 

— Acts 15:1



“The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say,  
‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’  

Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.” 

— Matthew 11:19



“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves.  
You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 

So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. A healthy tree  
cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good 

fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.” 

— Matthew 7:15-20



Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom  
we have received grace and apostleship  

to bring about the obedience of  
faith for the sake of his name among  

all the nations, including you who  
are called to belong to Jesus Christ 

— Romans 1:4-6

Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel  
and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the  

mystery that was kept secret for long ages but has now been  
disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known  

to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to  
bring about the obedience of faith — to the only wise God be glory 

 forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

— Romans 16:25-27



For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything,  
but only faith working through love. 

— Galatians 5:6



“The glory of Christ in the gospel is not merely that we are justified when we depend entirely on 
Christ, but also that depending entirely on Christ is the power that makes us new, loving people. 

Depending entirely on Christ is how we are justified and how we are sanctified. Paul struck the one 
note. James struck the other. Both are true and together they bring Christ the glory due his name.” 

— John Piper



What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works?  
Can that faith save him? 

— vs 14



My brothers…faith (2:1) 

A poor man in shabby clothing (2:2) 

The honorable name by which you were called (2:7) 

You are doing well (2:8)

My brothers…faith (2:14) 

A brother or sister poorly clothed (2:15) 

Abraham called a friend of God (2:23) 

You do well (2:19)



What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works?  
Can that faith save him? 

— vs 14



If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says  
to them, “Go in peace, be warm and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the 

body, what good is that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

— vv 15-17



“Is this not the fast that I choose: 
to loose the bonds of wickedness, 
to undo the straps of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, 
and to break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 
and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover him, 
and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 

Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, 
and your healing shall spring up speedily; 

your righteousness shall go before you; 
the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.” 

— Isaiah 58:6-8



“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on  
his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people  

one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place  
the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on his right,  

‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave  

me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me,  
I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 



Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and 
clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the King will answer 
them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’



“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared  
for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in 

prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ Then he will answer 
them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to 

me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

— Matthew 25:31-46



So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone,  
and especially to those who are of the household of faith. 

— Galatians 6:10



If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says  
to them, “Go in peace, be warm and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the 

body, what good is that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

— vv 15-17



By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay  
down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his  

brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide  
in him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 

— 1 John 3:16-18



“Mercy to the full range of human needs is such an essential mark of a Christian  
that it can be used as a test of true faith. Mercy is not optional or an addition to being a 

Christian. Rather, a life poured out in deeds of mercy is the sign of genuine faith.” 

— Tim Keller, Ministries of Mercy



But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your  
faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You believe 

that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe — and shudder!  

— vv 18-19



And behold, some men were bringing on a bed a man who was paralyzed,  
and they were seeking to bring him in and lay him before Jesus, but finding  

no way to bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the roof  
and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the midst before Jesus. 

— Luke 5:18-19



And when he saw their faith, he said, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.” 

— Luke 5:20



But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your  
faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You believe 

that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe — and shudder!  

— vv 18-19



Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? Was not 
Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? You see that 
faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; and the Scripture was 
fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness” — and he 

was called a friend of God. You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 

— vv 20-24



And he brought him outside and 
said, “Look toward heaven, and 

number the stars, if you are able 
to number them.” Then he said to 
him, “So shall your offspring be.” 
And he believed the LORD, and he 
counted it to him as righteousness. 

— Genesis 15:5-6



And he brought him outside and 
said, “Look toward heaven, and 

number the stars, if you are able 
to number them.” Then he said to 
him, “So shall your offspring be.” 
And he believed the LORD, and he 
counted it to him as righteousness. 

— Genesis 15:5-6

“By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done  
this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you, 

and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as 
the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the 
gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations of the 

earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

— Genesis 22:16-18



Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? Was not 
Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? You see that 
faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; and the Scripture was 
fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness” — and he 

was called a friend of God. You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 

— vv 20-24



Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you  
know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness  

have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  

— James 1:2-4



And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works  
when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? For as the 

body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.  

— vv 25-26



“This emphasis on the relationship between faith and righteous living is one greatly needed in the modern  
church. In America especially, the important emphasis on grace (inherited from the Reformation), and  

in some quarters the focus particularly on one dimension of salvation (i.e., conversion) apart from ongoing 
transformation and righteous living, has resulted in large portions of the church tragically illustrating a  

vapid, inadequate faith. In response to James, we must again emphasize that one part of what it means to  
follow Christ faithfully is to live for him righteously in this world. This righteous living does not earn entrance  

to the covenant but rather manifests that the new covenant life is present. Those who simply give mental  
assent, failing especially to take up the tasks of practical ministry in the body (e.g., meeting  

the needs of the poor), must be called into question as to the validity of their faith.” 

— George H. Guthrie




