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LIFE TOGETHER

Acts 2:42-47



And they devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul,
and many wonders and signs were being done through
the apostles. And all who believed were together
and had all things in common. And they were selling
their possessions and belongings and distributing
the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day,
attending the temple together and breaking
bread in their homes, they received their food with
glad and generous hearts, praising God and having

favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their
number day by day those who were being saved.

— Acts 2:42-47
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"Fellowship is not just a sentimental feeling of
oneness. It is not punch and cookies. It does not
take place simply because we are in the church hall.
Fellowship comes through giving. True fellowship
costs! So many people never know the joys of
Christian fellowship because they have never learned
to give themselves away. They visit a church or small
study group with an eye only for their own needs
(hardly aware of others) and go away saying, There
is no fellowship there.” The truth is, we will have
fellowship only when we make it a practice to reach
out to others and give something of ourselves.”

— Kent Hughes



Live in harmony with one another (Romans 12:16)
Serve on another in love (Galatians 5:13)
Bear one another’s burdens (Galatians 6:2)
Be kind to and forgiving of one another (Ephesians 4:32)
Confess your sins to one another (James 5:16)

Pray for one another (James 5:16)
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"They do not worship strange gods, and they go their
way in all modesty and cheerfulness. Falsehood is not
found among them; and they love one another, and
from widows they do not turn away their esteem; and
they deliver the orphan from him who treats him
harshly. And he, who has, gives to him who has not,
without boasting. And when they see a stranger, they
take him in to their homes and rejoice over him as a

very brother; for they do not call them brethren after
the flesh, but brethren after the spirit and in God.



And whenever one of their poor passes from the
world, each one of them according to his ability gives
heed to him and carefully sees to his burial. And if
they hear that one of their number is imprisoned or
afflicted on account of the name of their Messiah, all
of them anxiously minister to his necessity, and if
it is possible to redeem him they set him free. And if
there is among them any that is poor and needy, and
if they have no spare food, they fast two or three days
in order to supply to the needy their lack of food.”

— The Apology of Aristides
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"The person who loves their dream of community
will destroy community, but the person who
loves those around them will create community.”

— Dietrich Bonhoeffer



"It is by the grace of God that a congregation
is permitted to gather visibly in this world to share
God’s Word and sacrament. Not all Christians
receive this blessing. The imprisoned, the sick, the
scattered lonely, the proclaimers of the Gospel
in heathen lands stand alone. They know that visible
fellowship is a blessing...It is true, of course, that
what is an unspeakable gift of God for the lonely
individual is easily disregarded and trodden under
foot by those who have the gift every day.



It is easily forgotten that the fellowship of
Christian brethren is a gift of grace, a gift of the
Kingdom of God that any day may be taken from
us, that the time that still separates us from utter
loneliness may be brief indeed. Therefore, let
him who until now has had the privilege of living a
common Christian life with other Christians
praise God’'s grace from the bottom of his heart.
Let him thank God on his knees and declare:

It is grace, nothing but grace, that we are allowed
to live in community with Christian brethren.”

— Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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