


The Prayer of Faith 
James 5:12-20



But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, 
but let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation.  

— vs 12



“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall 
perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by 
heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it 

is the city of the great King. And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair 
white or black. Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil.” 

— Matthew 5:33-37



“Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it is nothing, but if 
anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.’ You blind fools! For which 
is greater, the gold or the temple that has made the gold sacred? And you say, ‘If anyone 
swears by the altar, it is nothing, but if anyone swears by the gift that is on the altar, he is 

bound by his oath.’ You blind men! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that makes  
the gift sacred? So whoever swears by the altar swears by it and by him who dwells in it. 
And whoever swears by heaven swears by the throne of God and by him who sits upon it.” 

— Matthew 23:16-22



But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, 
but let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation.  

— vs 12



Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray.  
Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise.  

— vs 13



Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save 
the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will 
be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that 
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.  

— vv 14-16



As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not  

that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him.” 

— John 9:1-3



Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to him,  
“See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse may happen to you.” 

— John 5:14



On an appointed day Herod put on his royal robes, took his seat upon the throne, and delivered an oration to them. 
And the people were shouting, “The voice of a god, and not of a man!” Immediately an angel of the Lord  

struck him down, because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and breathed his last.  

— Acts 12:21-23



Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will 
be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then, and 
so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning 
the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. That is why many of you are weak and ill, and 

some have died. But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. But when we are 
judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world. 

— 1 Corinthians 11:27-32



Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save 
the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will 
be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that 
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.  

— vv 14-16



Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain,  
and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth.  

Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.  

— vv 17-18



My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone  
brings him back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering  

will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.  

— vv 19-20




