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Final Greetings of the Church Letters
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“It is by the grace of God that a congregation";;.,./
1s permitted to gather visibly in this world to share
God’s Word and sacrament. Not all Christians
receive this blessing. The imprisoned, the sick, the
scattered lonely, the proclaimers of the Gospel
in heathen lands stand alone. They know.that visible
fellowship is a blessing..It is true, of course,
that what is an unspeakable gift of God for the
lonely individual is easily disregarded and trodden

under foot by those who have the gift every day.



[t is easily forgotten that the-fellowship of Ch‘“f'i‘S‘ti_z?'
brethren is a gift of grace, a gift of the Kingdom,
of God that any day may be taken from us, that the time
that still separates us from utter loneliness may
be brief indeed. Therefore, let him who until now has
had the privilege of living a common Christian life
with other Christians praise God’s grace from the
bottom of his heart. Let him thank God on his knees
and declare: It is grace, nothing but grace, that we are
allowed to live in community with Christian brethren.”

— Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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FIRM IN FAITH
STRONG IN LOVE

1 Corinthians 16:12-214



Now concerning our brother Apollos, I
strongly urged him to visit you with the other
brothers, but it was not at all -his will to come

now. He will come when he has opportunity.
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Now I urge you, brothers-— you know that the housE’h{l'd
of Stephanas were the first eonverts in Achaia, and
that they have devoted themselves to the service of the
saints — be subject to such as these, and to every
fellow worker and laborer. I rejoice at the coming of
Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus, because they
have made up for your absence, for they refreshed my

spirit as well as yours. Give recognition to such people.

—~vv 16-18



And James and John, the.sons of Zebedee, came up to him and
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said tohim, “Teaeher, we want youto do for us whatever__vy'
ask of you.” And he said to them, “What do you want me to=do for
you?” And they said to him, “Grantus to sit, one at your right
hand and one at your left, in you glory.” Jesus said to them,
“You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink
the cup that [ drink, or-to be baptized with the baptism with
which I am baptized?” And they said to him, “We are able.” And
Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and
with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized,
but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant,
but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” And when the
ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John.

— Mark 10:00-41



And Jesus called them to him and said to thermr /
“You know that those who are considered rulers
of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great
ones exercise authority over them. But i1t shall
not be so among - you. but whoever would be great
among you must be your servant, and whoever
would be first among you must be slave of all. For
even the Son of Man came not to be served but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

— Mark 10:42-45
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Now I urge you, brothers-— you know that the housE’h{l'd
of Stephanas were the first eonverts in Achaia, and
that they have devoted themselves to the service of the
saints — be subject to such as these, and to every
fellow worker and laborer. I rejoice at the coming of
Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus, because they
have made up for your absence, for they refreshed my

spirit as well as yours. Give recognition to such people.

—~vv 16-18
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The churches of Asia send you greetings.
Aquila and Prisca, together with the church
in their house, send you hearty greetings in

the Lord. All the brothers send you greetings.
Greet one another with a holy kiss.

—vv 19-20



=

[, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. It
anyone has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed.
Our Lord, come! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with
you. My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.

—wv 21224
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