


F R O M  E V E R L A S T I N G   

T O  E V E R L A S T I N G  

—  P s a l m  9 0  —



A Prayer of Moses ,  The man Of God .



L ord ,  y ou  have  b e en  o ur  dwel l i n g  p lac e  

I n  a l l  g en erat i o ns .  

B e f or e  th e  mounta i n s  were  b rought  f orth ,  

O r  ev er  you  had  f ormed  th e  earth  and  th e  world ,  

F r om  ever last i n g  to  ev er last i n g  you  ar e  G od .  

                                                             —  vv  1 - 2



“ O u r  e x i s t e n c e  i s  m a r k e d  o f f  b y  d a y s  a n d  w e e k s  a n d  m o n t h s  a n d  

y e a r s ;  n o t  s o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  G o d .  O u r  l i f e  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  a  p a s t ,  

p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  n o  s u c h  d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  G o d .  

H e  i s  t h e  e t e r n a l  ‘ I  a m . ’  H i s  e t e r n i t y  m a y  b e  d e f i n e d  a s  t h a t  

p e r f e c t i o n  o f  G o d  w h e r e b y  H e  i s  e l e v a t e d  a b o v e  a l l  t e m p o r a l  l i m i t s  

a n d  a l l  s u c c e s s i o n  o f  m o m e n t s ,  a n d  p o s s e s s e s  t h e  w h o l e  o f  H i s  

e x i s t e n c e  i n  o n e  i n d i v i s i b l e  p r e s e n t .  T h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  e t e r n i t y  t o  t i m e  

c o n s t i t u t e s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  p r o b l e m s  i n  p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  

t h e o l o g y ,  p e r h a p s  i n c a p a b l e  o f  s o l u t i o n  i n  o u r  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n . ”  

—  L o u i s  B e rkho f ,  Systemat i c  T h eo l ogy



You  r eturn  man  to  d ust  

And  say ,  “ R eturn ,  O  C h i l d r en  o f  man ! "  

F o r  a  thousand  y ears  i n  your  s i g ht  

Ar e  b ut  as  y esterday  when  i t  i s  past ,  

O r  as  a  watch  i n  t h e  n i g ht .  

                                             —  vv  3 - 4



By  th e  sweat  o f  your  fac e  

You  s ha l l  eat  b r ead ,  

T i l l  you  r eturn  to  th e  g round ,  

F o r  o ut  o f  i t  you  were  taken ;  

F o r  you  ar e  d ust ,  

A nd  to  d ust  you  s ha l l  r eturn .  

                            —  G e n es i s  3 : 1 9



F o r  w h a t  h a p p e n s  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  m a n  a n d  w h a t   

h a p p e n s  t o  t h e  b e a s t s  i s  t h e  s a m e ;  a s  o n e  d i e s ,  s o  d i e s  t h e   

o t h e r .  T h e y  a l l  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  b r e a t h ,  a n d  m a n  h a s  n o  

a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  t h e  b e a s t s ,  f o r  a l l  i s  v a n i t y .  A l l  g o  t o  o n e  

p l a c e .  A l l  a r e  f r o m   t h e  d u s t ,  a n d  t o  d u s t  a l l  r e t u r n .  

—  E c c l e s i a st es  3 : 1 9 - 2 0



You  r eturn  man  to  d ust  

And  say ,  “ R eturn ,  O  C h i l d r en  o f  man ! "  

F o r  a  thousand  y ears  i n  your  s i g ht  

Ar e  b ut  as  y esterday  when  i t  i s  past ,  

O r  as  a  watch  i n  t h e  n i g ht .  

                                             —  vv  3 - 4



What is your l ife? For you are a mist  

that appears for a l ittle t ime and then vanishes .  

James 4 : 14



B eho l d ,  y ou  have  made  my  days  a  f ew handbr eadths ,  

A nd  my  l i f e t im e  i s  as  n oth i n g  b e f or e  you .  

S u r e ly  a l l  mank i n d  stands  as  a  mer e  b r eath !  

                                                  —  P sa lm  3 9 : 5



You  sweep  th em  away  as  w i th  a  f l ood ;  t h ey  ar e  l i k e  a  d r eam ,  

L i k e  g rass  that  i s  r e n ewed  i n  t h e  morn i n g ;  

I n  t h e  morn i n g  i t  f l o ur i s h e s  and  i s  r e n ewed ;  

I n  t h e  ev en i n g  i t  fad es  and  w i th ers .  

                                                                     —  vv  5 - 6



F or  we  ar e  b rought  to  an  e nd  by  your  ang er ;  

By  your  wrath  we  ar e  d i smayed .  

Y ou  have  s et  o ur  i n i q u i t i e s  b e f or e  you ,  

O u r  s e cr et  s i n s  i n  t h e  l i g ht  o f  your  p r es enc e .  

                                                       —  vv  7 - 8



And no creature is h idden from h is s ight ,  but all are naked  

and exposed to the eyes of h im to whom we must g ive account .  

Hebrews 4 : 13



F or  we  ar e  b rought  to  an  e nd  by  your  ang er ;  

By  your  wrath  we  ar e  d i smayed .  

Y ou  have  s et  o ur  i n i q u i t i e s  b e f or e  you ,  

O u r  s e cr et  s i n s  i n  t h e  l i g ht  o f  your  p r es enc e .  

                                                       —  vv  7 - 8



F or  a l l  o ur  days  pass  away  und er  your  wrath ;  

We  b r i n g  o ur  y ears  to  an  e nd  l i k e  a  s i g h .  

T h e  y ears  o f  o ur  l i f e  ar e  s eventy ,  

O r  ev en  by  r eason  o f  str ength  e i g hty ;  

Y et  th e i r  s pan  i s  b ut  to i l  and  troub l e ;  

T h ey  ar e  s oon  g on e ,  a nd  we  f ly  away .  

Who  c ons i d e rs  th e  p ower  o f  your  ang er ,  

A nd  your  wrath  accord i n g  to  th e  f ear  o f  You ?  

                                                        —  vv  9 - 1 1



So  t each  u s  to  n umber  o ur  days  

That  we  may  g et  a  h eart  o f  w i s dom .  

R eturn ,  O  L O RD !  H ow long ?  

Have  p i ty  on  your  s e rvants !  

Sat i s fy  us  i n  t h e  morn i n g  w i th  your  st ead fast  l ove ,  

T hat  we  may  r e jo i c e  and  b e  g lad  a l l  o ur  days .  

Make  u s  g lad  f or  as  many  days  as  you  have  a f f l i c t ed  u s ,  

A nd  f or  as  many  years  as  we  have  s e en  ev i l .  

L e t  your  work  b e  s hown  to  your  s e rvants ,  

A nd  your  g l or i o us  p ower  to  th e i r  c h i l d r en .  

L e t  th e  favor  o f  t h e  L o rd  o ur  G od  b e  u pon  u s ,  

A nd  e stab l i s h  t h e  work  o f  o ur  hands  u pon  u s ;  

Y e s ,  e stab l i s h  t h e  work  o f  o ur  hands !  

                                                           —  vv  1 2 - 1 7



HOW DO ES  TH I S  P SA LM  

PO I NT  TO  J E SUS ?



Therefore ,  my beloved brothers ,  be steadfast ,  immovable ,   

always abound ing in the work of the Lord ,   

knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in va in .  

1  Cor inth ians 15 :58




